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the Public, as Common-Senſe-Po< 
litics; tho' ſo near to the Eye, 
that the Perſpective of poring The- 
ologiſts quite overlooks it. 


I am, therefore, tis poſſible, more 
in Danger of being held an Enemy, 
than a Rival to the Reverends of 
the Age; and, as ſuch, muſt ex- - 


pect to be uſed; that is to ſay with 
their uſual Clemetity and Charity: | 
A Conſideration which, in the 
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being fo exceedingly fine, that the O- 
miſſion of the ſmalleſt Part would i im- 
pair the Excellency and Harmony of 


In Enquiries after, Truth, Names ar 1 
no Authority; and what is in it {elf ji 
convincing and ſublime, carries with "Y 
its own Authority, and neither aſks, nor 
needs any other —— Tis a Quotation 
an Bharas —_ is as s follows, 2 


great Feaſt unto all his Subjecis, and unto 

all his Houſehold, and; unto all the 
Princes of Media and Perfia, and to all 
. Governours, and Captains, and Licute- 

nants that were under him, from ais 
to Etbiopia, of an hundred, twenty and 
ſeven Princes; and, when they had eaten, 
and drunken, and, being fatished, were 
= __ then Darius the King went 
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of the Gualt#that kept the King's Body, 
ſpake one to another: Let every one of , 
us ſpeak a Sentence: He that ſhall over- 
come, and whoſe Sentence ſhall ſeen + 
- wiſer than the others, unto him ſhall the 
King Darius ge great Giſts, and great 
Things in Taken of Vieory; - as" to be 
cloth'd in Parple, to drink in Gold, and 
to ſleep upon Gold, and a Chariot with 
Bridles of Gold, and an Head- Tire of 
fine Linnen, and a Chain about his Neck! ; 
and he ſhall fit next to Darius, tbecauſe— © + 
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4 Ard: NY every one wrote - his Sen- 
tence, ſealed it, and laid it under the 
King Darius his Pillow; and faid, w . 
the King is riſen, ſome will give him the 
Writings; and of whoſe. fide the King,” 
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= them unto him, and 4o he tead dem; 
= and, ending forth, he called all the 
1 of Princes of Perſia, and | Media, and all the 
A Sovernors, and the Captains, and the 
= 5 -utenants and the Chief Officers; 
1 PFF 
=O Judgment; and dhe Writings, were read. 
=» before them: And he ſaid, call the ydung 
—_ Men; and they ſhall declare their own” 
= Sentences, 80 they were called, and 
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* 6 Men! Do not Men excel in i. 
Strength, * that bear Rule over Sea a wt 
Land, and all Things in therm? But y. 

the King is more mighty, for he is $41 
of all theſe Things, and hath Dominion 
over them, and whatſoever he command. 
eth them, that they do. If he bid them 
| make war againſt another, they do ie | 
; If he ſend them out againſt the Enemies 

they go, and break down Mountains,” 

„ and Towers: They ſlay, and „ 

\_ , Oli and tranſpreſs not the King's Co N 
wmndmert: If they get the Viktor) the oy 
5 bring all to the King, as well the 
. Spoll, as all things elſe, Likewiſe for 
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choſs tat are no EY 44 ner not 
to do with Wars, but uſe Haſbandty, 
5 when they have reaped again that Which 
they had ſown, they bring it to the King, 
and compel one another to pay Tribute 


to the King, and yet he is but one 


Man. If he commands to Kill, they kill; 
if he commands to ſpare, they ſpare; If 
he commands to finite, they mite; if 


he commands to make deſolate, they 
make deſolate; if he commands to build, | 


they build; if he commands to cut down, 
they cut down; if he commands to plant, 
they plant; 1 all his People and his 
Armies obey him: Furthermore, he Heth 


down, he eateth, and drinketh, and ta- 
keth his Reſt; and theſe keep Watch 
round about him; neither may any one 


depatt, and do his own Buſineſs, neither 


diſobey they him in any thing. Oye. 
Men! How ſhould not the King. be 
mightieſt, When, in ſuch ſort, he >. 
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oo ye Men Jr i got the great King, 
* the Multitude of Men, nęither is it 
Wine that encelleth. Who is it then that 
- -uleth, them, or bath the Lordſhip over 
them? Are. the not Women? r 
have borne the Kin 
that bear Rule by Sca, ind Land : 2 1 
of them came they; and they nouriſh'd | 
them up that planted Vineyards, fem 
whence the Wine cometh : Theſe, alſo, 
make Garments. for Men, theſe dive 
Glory to Men; and without Women 
| cannot Men be; yea, and if 9 3 
ij  guthered together Gold, and Silver, or 
= any other 3 ꝓ— 2 thing, do they not 
Ioyve a Woman who is camely ii in Fayour - 
1 and Beauty? And, letting all* . thoſe 
This go, do not they gape, and, cen 
LVNaoſch open Mouth, fix their Eyes faſt on 
ber? And, have not all Men more De- 
eee unto her, than unto Silver, or Gold, 
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— his own Father, wha rot 15 


him up, and his own Obuntry, and 
cleaveth unto” his Wife. He Nicks not 
to ſpend his Life with his Wife, and re- 
mempreth neither Father, nor Mother, nor 
Country." By this alſo, you muſt know 
that Women have Dominion over you: 
Do ye not labour, and toll, and give, and 
bring all to the Woman? Vea, 4 Man 
taketh His Sword, and goeth his Way to 
rob, and to ſteal, to fail upon the Sen. 
and upon Rivers; and looketh upon a 
Lion, and goeth in the Datktieſs; and 


when he hath ſtolen, ſpoil'd, and robb'd, - 
' Whetefore, | 


he bringeth it to his Love.” 
's Man loveth his Wife better than Fa- 
ther, or Mother ; yea, many there be 


that have run out of their Wits for | 
Women, and become Servants for their 
Sakes. Many alſo, have periſhed, have 


err d, and finn'd for Women; and, now, 
do you not believe me ? Is not the King 
great in his Power? Do not all Regions 
"Fear to touch him ? Yet did Tee him and 
ä C 
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eme, the King's Concubine, the' Daugh- 
ter of the admirable Bartacus, fitting: at 
che right Hand of the King, and taking 
the Crown from the King's Head, and 
ſetting it upon her own Head? She, alſo, 
ſtruck the King with her Left-Hand ; 
and yet for all this, the King gap'd, and 
gaz d upon her with open Mouth; if ſhe 
laugh'd upon him, he laugh'd alſo; but 
if ſhe took any Diſpleaſure at him, the 
King was fain to flatter, that the might 
be reconciled to him again. O ye Men! 
Ho can it be, but Woman e b. 
frong, ſeeing they do N 2 
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upon another: So he Ns to "MF * 
* Truth. 


; 05 ye Nen! Are not Wamcn nn! 
Great is the Earth, high is the Heaven, 
ſwift is the Sun in his Courſe, for he 
compaſſeth the Heavens round about, 
and fetcheth his Courſe again to his own 
Is he not, great that, 

maketh 
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; of 11 1 
waketh theſe Things b Therefore, ao 
is the Truth, 4 ſtronger than all 
Things. All the Earth calleth upon the 
Truth, and the Heaven bleſſeth it; all 
Works ſhake, and tremble at it, and, 
with it, is no ubrighbtegus Thing. Wine is 
| mickied; the King is wicked, Women are. 
wicked, all the Children of Men are 
wicked, and ſuch are all their wicked | 
; Works; and there is no Truth in them: 9 5 
In their Unrighteouſneſs they ſhall periſ. 
As for the Truth it endureth, and is al- 
ways ſtrong, it liveth, and conquereth 
for evermore. With ber there is no Ac- 
ceptance of Perſons, or Rewards; but 
| ſhe doth the Things that are juſt, and 
refraineth. from all unjuſt, and wicked 
Things: And all Men do well like of 
her Works. Neither in her Judgment = 
is any Unrighteouſneſs, and ſhe is the 
Strength, Kingdom, Power, and Majeſty 


of all me”: Bleſſed be the op. of 
| Truth! 887 | 
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97 And: with that he Held his Peace; 
and all the People then honted+and Gai 
Great is the D ond MED: * 
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Von 3 — W 2 5 5 | 
1 of a powerful Speaker and an 
honeſt Audience: The Firſt, in the Pre- 
fence of the greateſt Prince in the World, 
- furrounded with all the Pomp and Splen- 
dour of his Throne, . conſequentiy 
with all the Flattery and Servility that are 
generally the Growth of Courts, had the 
| Gingular Courage, to exalt the Dignity 
and Value of Truth above all Things. 
The laſt, candidly, gave Way to Convic- 
tion, and gallantly acknowledged 'them- 
felves ſubdued by the irrefiſtable Evidence 
of its Excellency and Importance: Nay, 
the very Monarch himſelf, tho' immers'd 
in all the Luxuries, and Effeminacies 
babitual to the Faſt, and full- freight 
with all the Vanities that the Adoration 
of proſtrate Millions could inſpire him 


with, found Leiſure t to liſten to 8 Voice 
of | 
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And, in my humble Opinion, it: cannot be 
ſufficiently: admir'd that fo temarkable a 
Paſſage has, hitherto, met with ſo little 


Notice and Obſervation; or, indeed, that 
me whole Writings of this exrellent Au- 


thers of the Church, with the Seal of 


Inſpiration, in common with: the reſt of 


the Prophets Surely, this pathetic 
Recotumendatiom of Truth could be 0 
Bar to that Honour; nor the frer Ex- 


1 had nat. only. the Gd | 


| nb yo Grandeur, but the Generofity to 
reward it's Champion, as one that had 
5 made a real Diſcovery -for the univerſal 
Benefit of Mankind————Then faid the . 


the King unto him: Aſt what thou wilt 


as an Oration in Hoadur of Tinth dun 
| among the corrupt andidolatrous Perfians. 
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Sod in many other Chapten of his 
; Work: And, bating theſe Particulars, 1 1 
ſee no Difference between the Spirit & 
his Revelations; and thoſe that the Sanc- 


var" not to PRE 3 a « 
fruitleſs Enquiry .'on'. this Head, there 
is ſo happy a Conſequence reſulting from 
the Neglect, or Partiality of thoſe reverend 
Fathers, as very ſufficiently atones for the 
Fact, let the Motive be what it will; viz; 
The inconteſtable Evidence it has, for fo 
many Ages, produced in Favour of Liberty 
of Conſcience. For, by the Licence we have 
been indulged with to think for our- 
ſelves in Reſpect to the Apocrypba, theſe 
Books may be truly ſaid to be the moſt 
innocent in the Bible: They have pro- 
vok d no Anti- chriſtian Animoſities, ge- 
nerated no holy Abſurdities, enſnared no 
Power or Property, or kindled any mer- 
dlleſs Perſcutions. From whence we may 
| WP e that * ſame Freedom i if 
Hou A 
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le se eld, be d 
with the ſame Conſequences: And, left at 
large ourſelves, we chould not think of 
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But to return to my Subject. This 
great Authority in Favour of Truth, Gen- 
tlemen, is ſet before you to be imitated, 
as well as admired: What we applaud in 
others we muſt tranſplant, when we have 
Opportunity, to ourſelves. Truth is of 
as much Conſequence in England, as it 
was in Perfig,, and may labour under 
almoſt as many Diſadvantages. We are 
taught, from our. carlieſt Years, that tis 
beſtow'd on us by Recipe: And hence 
ariſes ſuch a ſtupid Confidence of our be- 
ing in the Secret, as makes Doubt ap- 
pear impertinent, and Enquiry ſuperſiu - 
ous: By which means Reaſon is rendered 
entirely uſeleſs; and; even tho the Prin- 
ciples, thus blindly aſſented to, were true 
to Demonſtration, there cannot be the 
leaſt NET, | in r fince | 
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Authorities, long eſtabliſhed; may, and 
5 eee decent Reſpec, 
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vents the Approaches of Truth; but buries | 
Load of Ignorance and Error. 
Men of timorous Diſpolitions; 3 
| Light of natural Reaſon, - as at an Ignis 
Furuus, which would be ſure to lead them 
angeine Compledtion, \confider: AM Ar. 
tempts to undeceive them, as o 1 
Affronts to their Underſtanding; 

_ complement” their Pride at the 
of Information, and Virtue itſelf: and 
choſe of an indolent and luxurious Turn, 
20 flatter their natura! Love of Eaſe, and 
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Ho 
Averſion to Fatigue of all Sorts, think i =; 
more eligible to abide in their Miſtakes 
' than to be at we e of e | 
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bs. oh all theſe / ObAudtions pa within, | 
there are others from without, equal 

7 embaraſſing, and equally e . ; 2 2 
ſtabliſhments which plead Cuſtoms, Laws, 
and divine Inſtitutions in their Favour, 
which ſupport Numbers in holy Riot, ad- 
 vance them to an envied Greatneſs, entruſt 
them with real Power, and engage all the 
intereſted Paſſions of the molt intereſted 
Minds, in Oppoſition to the 8 
Truth, and Reformation Many, 
therefore, are their actual Dependents, 
and, of Courſe, muſt he their Slaves: ſome 
are dazzled with their Pomp, ſome with 
their Titles, and the Vulgar of all Sorts 
by mere Habit; in which Reaſon and 
Reflection never had, or wi have 2 2 
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i "i the more Obſtates' are to ans re- 
_. moved, the more neceffary is the La- 
= bour; and the more Diſcouragments we 
—_: ae Like to meet with, the more we ought 
to exert ourſelves to ſurmount them: 
If the pure and ſimple Love of Truth 
5 and Virtue is not ſufficient to inſpire us, 
5 Indignation, let Self-defence prevail 
| with us in their Stead: Let us remem- 
ber that all our Adverſaries have gain'd, 
we have loſt; and that, by the ſame 
Spirit which has engroſs d fo much 
Wealth and Power already, my would, 
if poſſible, 3 iſe the . 
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But this we baſten to make appe ar "ON a 
Series of undeniable Facts, drawn from the 

greateſt Authorities ; and in the mean time, 
Gentlemen, as that Truth which is their 
Pretence for lording it over their Brethren, 

is here purſu'd for its own fake, 'let it 

be liſtened to with Attention, with Tem- 

per, with Charity : Let it find an open 
; Ear, a candid Mind, an ingenuous Heart ! 
h 125 1 | | If 


: Gs If it camies a the Dyidence of its 


* -. 
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on Divinity, let us pay it the Reverence it 


FR deſerves; and not only by an inward Con- 


vition,” but an open Declaration! of is 
Force and Effacacy: With the, Perfian 
| Courtiers, let us have the Honeſty, and 
Courage, to acknowledge Great it the 
Truth, and Mighty above all Things! Nor 
barely acknowledge, but improve the Diſ- 
covery for the general Good ; agreeable to 
the glorious Example of him whoſe pow- 
erful Eloquence extorted this ſignal Evi- 
dence - in it's Fayour———— When the 
generous Monarch called upon him to aſe 
Nhat he would more than wat appointed 
in tbe Mriting; with a Magnanimity 
worthy the illuſtrious Sentiments he had 
deliver ed. Remember, ſays he, the Vow; 
which. thou baſt uo d to build Jeruſalam, 
dom Far from centring the Effects 


of the rayal Liberality in himſelf, accotd- 


ing to the ſelfiſn Politics of our Times, 
he employ' d this lucky Criſis to the Ser- 
vice of his Country: And this, Gentle- 
61 Eds BS men, 


9. 


1 20 1 5 
men; — to our different stations 
and Capaeities ſhould be the grand Duty 
of us all; the ultimate End of bur Sta- = 
dies, the conſtant Bent of our Wiſhes, 
and the regular Tenour of our Actions - 
Truth in Speculation is the Honour oT 
the Sehsels; but dis the Application 6 
R in ehr Lives and Conduct, that can 
ons ee ad e 
0p F r ene 15409 
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1 „ htc lai 
of Thinking, Speaking, and ap freely 
are peculiat to Britain, it ought likewiſe to 
de our" peeuliar Duty, and Glory to ex- 
ert them to the utmoſt, While we have 
yet Time, and Opportunity for the noble 
Experiment. However obnfident wee 
may be, that, under a Nhiggiſb Eſtabliſh- 
ment, tis impoſſible they ſhould' be in 
any Danger; with whatever Zeal we 
ſhould reſent the leaſt Steps that might 
be taken to deprive us of them; and 
whatever Vengeance might fall on the 
raſh Undertakers, tis the wiſeſt Coarſe 

| to 


1 w 
Wo. 


to). 


to place them, if poſiible, 1 0 
Neach; or, in the Words of the an 
tient not to defer that. till e 8 


which wy YO OM 


ee ana hs 


Introdu&ion grows long; bat, A ti ne- 
ceſſary to clear the Way as we' go, I hope 
your Goodneſs will indulge. me to pre- 


Viewsof the Chriſtian Religion was to abo- 
liſh Prieſt- craft; That the Founder ef it 
left no Model of Church-Government, 


and that he neither aſſumed himWlf any 


temporal Power, or beſtowy d any on his 


Miniſters ;_ That he abſolutely renonne'd. 


Riches, and expreſly enjoin d his Pottow- 


ers to do the ſame; That the Word 
Church belongs to all Believers” alike ; 


That thoſe who wfurp the Authority of 
Apoſtles, ought to bear the Credentials of 
the Apoſtles, or be reputed Deceivers of 
the People; That the ancient Seribes and 
Phariſees have ſtill their Repreſentatives; 


and, n that Corraptions 226d 


4. | Inno. 


miſe yet farther, that one of che principal 


| Hh 2 
Innovations have ue Parts of Gris 


Agr» nb Ties e — 
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This is 4 | bold Charge, Pe Feat 
but not more than we ſhall be able to 
make good: In Order to which I ſhall en- 
deavour to prove, by a clear Deduction of 
Facts, That, for Want of thinking for. 
themſelves, the People have, in all Ages, 
been; miſſed moſt. fatally. by thoſe they 
truſted the not: And, as Religion, in 
ſome Perſons Hands, has been made a 
Tool to impoſo the crueleſt Oppreſſions, 
and inflict the direſt Calamities, I ſhall be- 
E ene eee | 


"Is : 
* I PE 8 0 


"Tv ; choke ens the avaſt by | 
— Guide in this perplex d, and irregu- 
lar Path, we may be proud to follow 
the Foct- Steps of the learned, wiſe and 
incorrupt Father Paul; a Church- man 
who was juſtly aſhamed of the Impoſi- 
tions, and Frauds of the Church; and 


191 
Who, for the Sake of his Country, ex- 


poſed them ſo effectually and ſeverely, 


that he had like to have dyd a Mart r: 
to his own Honeſty, and the unrelenting 


Malice of his Brethren No Wonder 
indeed, they were ſo fiercely exaſperated 
againſt him; ſince, in his very Intro- 
duction, he gravely reminds us, that 
Judas the Betrayer, was the firſt Cham- 
pion for the Poſſeſſions of the Church, 
according to St. Fohn. Why was not" this 
Ointment ſold for. three hundred" Pence; 
and given to the Poor? This be ſaid, not + 
that he cared for the Poor, but : becauſe. © 
be was a Thief, and had the Bag, and 
bare what was put therein. From whence 
we may very reaſonably conclude, the - 
reverend Father would inſinuate, that if 

the Prelates had in Fact any uninterrupted 
Succeſſion to boaſt of, 'twas from Judas * 
only; Seeing the Church, ſays he, from 
its Infancy, and in all Ages, has been ab 
er fo the * Oy co £3 ol 


" a o 


* 
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a 155 peaking ai Giles; be 
more reaſonable, natural, or convincing 
than to collect a general Epitome of 
Church Politics; and, when the Tree is 
Boum by it: Fruits, to examine how 
and by what Means it ſpread fo largely as 
to encumber the whole Soil? There being 
nothing in Hiftory more aſtoniſhing; than 
that a Set of Men, preaching the Doc- 
trines of Scif-Denial, Reſignation, and a 
total Contempt of all worldly Intereſt, 

ſhould be able ſo far to impoſe on Man- 
kind, as to make thoſe very Docttines 
the Snares for 5 all chat 
_— NES" ba” 


In this "RP 81 no 

doubt ſome odd Diſcoveties will be 
made; and thoſe, who are bigotted to 
Names, and Forms, will ſmart by Sym- 
pathy, when they ſce their Leaders un- 

der the Laſh they ſo notoriouſly deſerve: 
The Pain they ſuffer will naturally pro- 


voke their Anger, and that as naturally 


* an Endeavour to be revenged: But, 
5 before 


( 
bebe hay ge Veit to thei a 
Clamouts and RE pr hes, of ſttiye to in- 


tereſt Heaven and Earth to be the Inſtru- 


rhefits of their - Ratitour and Cruelty, 
let thetn, for once, affurtie the Guiſe of 
| Modetation and Charity ; and modeftly 
alk their ohn Conſciences, if what is ad- 
_ vane'd is true: if the ecclefiaftic Spitit 
is plaineſt to be diſtovered in Prevept, of 
Practice; if tis agreeable to right Reaſon, 


to give up the Uſe of Reaſon ; if tis for 


tte Honour of Revelation, to be an 
Enemy to Truth; of if tis for their o.] n 


Credit, er Thtereſt, to take a Pride in 1 
wearing the Prieſts Fetters themſelves, ane 
then afilt in compelling others to do the — 


This, I fay, Gentlemen, is the Duty of 
a who call themſelves Chriſtians ; and as 
= farther Motive to induce their Compli- 
_ ahce with it, I think it proper to premiſe 


yet farther, that I ſhall, through my whole 


- Enquiry, take it for granted, that the 


* 2255 own Inſtitutes are the only in- 


R fo; 2 
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( 26. ), 
 fallible Standard to judge of the Madan. 
and Conduct of thoſe who call them- 
25 ſelves his Succeſſors. That thoſe Inſtitutes 

are in the main ſo clearly and explicitely 

laid down, that they need no Supple- 
ment. Of courſe, that even the Au- 
thority of the Apoſtles themſelves is to be | 

given up, where it interferes ever ſo mi- 

1 nutely with his; That therefore every 

Step, which was taken by the Church, 

to deviate ftom the Plainneſs and Simpli- 

city of the Golpel, was a Step toward 

Hereſy and Antichriſtianiſin; was an Af- 

front to the Common-Senſe of Man- 

kind, and was a more effectual Encou- 
| ragement of. Scepticiſm and Infidelity 
than the Writings or * Diſcourſes of al 

* Deiſts that ever yer had Being. 


" My 8 i not of this World! 7 ale | 
10 Thought for. the morrow 15 ell that ye 5 
bave and give Alms | Lay not up to your 
ſelves Treaſures on Ea tb Provide for 
your ſelves neither Gold, nor Silver! Call 

no Man Nor! [ Are hin and expreſs ; 
Commands 3 


(2 
G Gen N 


Vielen * 
He 10 Violence to 


| oh to fritter away in ERA Com- 


WS. metz and un Refinements, 
5 that ate evidently calculated for. no other 
"End, but. to, keep” pamper'd Prelacy 1 
4 Countenance,: While it Preaches a cru 

0 fied Te) us, and, at the ſame Time, 0 


2 n all e Pride, Vanity and Luxury of 


that very World, the ſame Fe efus com- 
manded his "Apoſttes' to renounce, if the * 
would | be PE his 8 48 ; 


CIVIL 


* Is 
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okra F 
5 We EY tis veal That the 


"Labourer er's being worthy of his Hire, and 
| all thoſe Scraps, and Fragments, quoted 


from the Epiſtles, are of no Weight com- 


par d with theſe emphatical Injunions, 
which are, made the moſt eſſential Cha- 
radteriltics of a Munſter of the Goſpel 


IAA 


„ 
* 
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cenfion, - „ 48 many as were Pgſſaſors * 
Lands, or Houſes fold them, and brought 


the P rices of the T hing. that. were fold, 
ond laid them down at the Apoſtles 


5 E 2 | "00" 


ab T 8 EN 4 


ck . A $24.90 | 2 
a 'Tis kms, we read, "that after the Ke 


| very near its Diſſolution, as ſcenis to be 
ſoretold in Matthew. Inmediatel after the 
"Tribulation of thoſe Days, ſhall the Syn he 
1 darkned, and the Moon ſhall not give her 
| Tight, and the Stars Hall fall from Hea- | 
£ ven, and the Powers of the Heaven ſpall be 
ſhaken : Aud then ſhall appeax the Sign of 
| the Son of Man in Heaven: Ang then 
ſhall all the Tribes of. the Earth | mourn, 
and they Jhalt ſee the Son of Man coming 
in the Clouds. of Heaven with. Power. and 


great Glory. 4nd be fall ſend bis Au gels 
with a great Sound of 4 "Trumpet, 5 
they ſeal gather together bis Eleg, from 
the four Winds, from one End of Heaven 
to the ather. Verih, 1 fay untg You, 
| this Generation Ball not paſe al all t beſo 
| Things are fulfilled... pF "and Earth 


5 ee 


baſs away, As, therefore, the Elec were 


in continual Expectation of this ſyrpri- | 
. Zing Event, tis no wonder they were to 


ay! 'of what wey Doug pal ſoon 
| "be 


Ya 


+439! 
be of fo little Value: des theſ: ery 


| pag yere nat lajd at the 
Feet, to he app ted to their owp uh 
| culiar VR, ar N on their 1 2 1 
22 82 17 7a be 1 fo ? Man 


made among the . e in the 4 
mitiye- Tk. To which may be ad- 
3 5 Ye this Humour of teducipg all 
Property into one common Stock, never = 

was followed any where but in —_  ' 3 
alem; and became even there diſuſed, 1 
as ſoon as they found the World was not ſ od ] 
heat its Period, as they at firſt fondly ima- a 
gined Na, w white i it laſted, Deacons 
Were appointed to manage the tempo! 
| _ Concerns of the Church; as a manifeſt 

| Proof of the knconſiftency of preachins - © 
the Golpel, and being encumbered with ” 

the common Cares, and Purſuits of Life : 

We, ſay the TR , wilt give our ſebves 
| contty pyally to TOs, rol a to: N 1 8 7 . 
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5 e Caftora * Ou 18 among 
he Rich, for theRelief, of the Poor, con. 
inued notwithſtanding ; ; and, a8 this was 
| earneſtly. and zealouſly enforced by_ the 
| ſecond-Rate- Saints of thoſe 'Pirtes, what 5 
was firſt a F ree-Will-offerin ring, .. became 
preſently underſtood. as an ind nſable 
Duty: And we ſhall preſently. ee, that 
on this narrow. Baſe of Beneficence and 
Charity, Workmen haye been found o 
{killfal, as to erect the preſent maghiki- 

cent Pile of. eceleſiatic Power, Wealth, 4 
and Wee 5 


aud! ill amo; 1 "= i; 


1 Wr l 77 227 « 


As; Rome, in hole 0 : 
moſt, in Riches, there the largeſt! Sums | 
were collected; and, as they ſoon either 

exceeded the Wants of the indigent Bre- 

1 thren, or, what. is more probable, cor 

rupted the Honeſty of choſe worthy 
Gentlemen, who were entruſted y with the 
Diſtribution, . What circulated , 0 Rp | 


iner 


ore i in "PER Words, the Church, like Bri: | 


St ws Neuss; 


2 1 I 5 
areus, had an bundred Hants, all wide- 
open to receive; but not one to beſtow : 8 
soon as the Gift was depoſited, a ſudden 
Convulſion ſeiz d every Joint, and nei 
ther Prayers, nor Force itſelf, could ever 

xy the ſmalleſt Reftitution = — 


The Proverb, that Charity 1 at 
Home, was, noDoubt , owing to the Biſhops 
of thoſe Times, who preſently thought br 
the wiſeſt Way to provide for themſelves 
firſt; and, to fave the Trouble' of dit. 
ferent Accounts, made but one Article 85 8 


the whole. 1 
i; EX Poverty * the Poor being 
totally excluded together, Ways oc 
Means were explored of enjoying the 
Goods at Eaſe, they had acquired ſo 
| eaſily : In order to which the venerable | 
Fathers connived at the Spoils among one. 
another, and, from living open and in 
common (a Method which would ill fait 
with Luxury and Riot) retired every one 
with bis Share * the faucy andi ingui- 


— 3 -_ _ _ have 


6 
five Otſervaton of hs Volg: | 
{bras Ln FR tage * * 
fl the Etter e ont 
aut kn Uh, And, 2 — 
modern Pighttaty, pot 0 tre Tables er 
Bree, tnflead of er of 1h. 


Searls of this fagrarſt Nature, hon 
ſpread among the Heatheiis and were held, 
even by ther, 16 oppoſite to the ÞeEttines 
of Js that a certain Officer, ſent, by the 

Emiperor Heciuss, to ſeize on the Riches of 
Chürches, is reptelinred- by Pfudentius 
thus ſpeaking to St. Laurence, Gibs ib Cælar 
| what thou knoweſt to be his! I als what 
is juft : for if I miſtate nit, thy G 

toitis u Monty In tort St. Cyprian 
himſelf calls the great Perſecution under 
_ the the ſame Decius, but a juſt Jadgment to 
purge the Cotru ptions of the Church, and 
bring on a Reformation, already fo flagrantly 
necicry--—"This ſeaſonable Severity, tis 
+ probable, had, for a while, its deſired Suc- 
| ceſs: but, as twas not the Reſult of 
Choice, but compell'd by Calamity, as 
» | ſoon 


[ 33 
food.- 28 the Cauſe ceaſod: the Effect did 
the ſaſe However; even theſe 
ſtbrmy Days were not without their Uſe: 
Fellow. ſuffering is 4 ſerifible Spur to 
Compaſtibn ; and Pity, as well as Deyotioii; 
now pleated in the Churth's Fivour : 
Hence Zeal; Uke the Phothix, roſe out 
of her Aſhes freſher then before: Thi 
Altar was crowded with Offerings, and 
3 


For this Reaſon, perhaps, it wia that 
a Law was made by Diocigan and Max- 
imian; to hinder any College, Society, 
or Corporation, from poſſefling any reat 
Eſtates in Land, either by Will, Gift, 
Purchaſe, or otherwite : as wiſely forelee- 
ing, that, if ſuch a Door was left open, 
to the Avarice, and Greedineſs of Eccle- 

ſſiaſties on one ſide, and the Superſti- 
tion and Bigotry of the Laity on the 
other, Property might be brought to 
change Hands, and the People depend 
oõn the Benevolence of the Prieſts, in- 
ſtcad of the Prieſts ſubGſting, on the Char, þ 


F rey 


oO  þ 

rity of the People. So early was a Staz 

tute: of Mortmain thought neceſſary to 
keep off the Eneroachments of the Church, 
and ſo happy had it been for the World, 
if ſo wholeſome a Statute, at leaſt with 
ſome Exceptions, had remain d in Force 
to this very Day But Conftanitine and 
Licinius, either fiom Policy or Superſti- 
tion, broke thro this important Barrier, 
and not only eſtabliſn'd an Act of To- 
leration in Favour of Chriſtianity, but 
authorized the Churches to acquire fix d 
Revenues, or immoveable Eſtates: From 
which fatal Period, we muſt date the 
Power and Grandeur of the Chriſtian 
Prieſts, which have ſince been the Source 
of ſuch incredible Miſchiefs . the 
whole Chriftia an m_ 


2 this EPI Era of wha Dea 5 
Hiſtory we muſt reſerve to treat of more 
at Claes in our - future Diſcourſes, 


The Conſequences, Gentlemen, thati in⸗ 


ſtantly followed this * Indul- 
: gence, 


5 
(3) 
gens; were ſo extraordinary, and, if re- 
preſented truly, muſt be expreſſed in ſuch 
ſevere Terms, that I ſhall rather chuſe 
the very Words of Father Paul on this 


Occaſion, than truſt myſelf to the Cen- 
ſures of thoſe, who will fancy themſelves 
libelPd'in the Hiſtory of their Predeceſſors 
wn of ſo many TONE 'Years ly: 


e The. fame exceeding, Devotion in 
Princes and People, ſays he, Which pro- 
5 duced the vaſt Increaſe of Wealth to 
c - the Church, grew, at laſt, to excite * an 
d Extreme T Thirſt 1 in her Miniſters to im- 
9 prove it; from which even thoſe of 
© the JN Intentions among them were 
« SiS wholly, ac: 1 


For, ſince the Diflibution. of .theſs 
Goods, turn d to the Glory of God, 
and the publie Good, they concluded 
the more the Church had to beſtowy 
the more thoſe Ends would be an- 
© ſwered... Thus, in the View to ſo great 
905 Merit, they ſet themſelves with all 
Y their Skill and Induſtry about ſo, plea- | 
Ws F 2 „ 


— 


3 1 Fo 

* fingaTe, withoutcanfinipg themſelves 
t the Lawfulgeſe, or Juſtice of the Me- 
chods: But if the Church were enrich d, 
by hate ber Mians. they ought they 
n Meint dae e 
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eee for tat ben | 


.. yoo __ fray tp erat 


* Hymanity "Ithelf,, hoe gften, {et et "the 
* World in qreadful ul Co nn .- 1 [ 


Thus it happened, when firſt the 
Church was allowed to acquire real 
* Eftates, ſome Religious Perſons, enter- 
* tertaining an Opinion, that it was a Ser- 
vice to Gop to diſinherit the Children 
E and Heirs of Families, in order to give 
. © their Eftates to the Church, omitted no 
55 Artifice to perſuade Widows, Maids, and 
oh. < ther ea People, ready to receive any 
| *Im- 
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| ” And 2 hs Dias ah 2 
Height, that the Prince was obliged to 


provide againſt it, by an Ordinance made 


7 in the Year 370, vchich, in Truth, did 
< not put the Churches abſolutely into 
© ar capacity of increaſing their Eſtates, | 


* but anbad Churchmen only. t@ frequent 
* the Houſes of Widows and. Orphans, 


* or. te, receive any. Gifts. by Will, or | 
_ $ Danation . 


Lenne 
„ Which ee 9398 ac⸗ 


q knowledges to have been a. good Step 
of a Corruption, 


towards the Remedy 
* mong- the Clergy; namely, an immo · 
eng ng after temporal Riches, 15 


e de wisiact Mam en 


- © without? another Ordinance; made a 


oe voted 


SG ins that r den - 


oy „ 
* woted' themſelves to the Church, ſhould 
* neither: give, or leave! by Will any an 
© moveable, or real Eftates, or n 


f 5 
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— excefliveAcquifitians 
; - ©. pleaſing to St. Auguſtine, who lived in 
thoſe Times; and declated himſelf free- 


y on that Head, That be thought ir 
more reaſonable; that Inberitances ſhould 
Let . al "tbe neut of Kin, than to tht 
(Church Vet neither the excellent 
Exhortations of the Fathers, nor the 
Laws of Princes, wete of Force to ſet 
© any Bounds to the growing Wealth of 
.' he "Church, ag dowd 11 r all 
Meer £259 ent 03 eee“ 
bn 2 10 e oel er * 
This, Gentlemen, is the Language of 
the moſt 8 * ang cheſe 
 werethe' Oper ine a, 
to the Satire of their E nemios, ang; the 
8 1 even in bog 


A. 


Peine, 


Yor with be Modeſty; a tho! 2 
laboured indefatigably to? increaſe” their 

Revenues, affected ſtill to employ them 

for the Honour of Gop, and the Sup- 
port of the Poor: But, in thoſe of the 
Meſt; even the very Maſque. of Charity 
and Piety, was throw aſide, and the 
Biſhops rapaciouſly. ſeiz d on all; nay, 
all: ſeem'd to little for their Avarice and 
Luxury; while: the Churches fell to Ruin 
for Want of Repairs N d Cart 
oc kita ant” _ WET? A. 249 


"Thats Abuſes, at laſt called: fo 0 loudly 
for Redreſs, that it was ordain'd the Re- 
venues of a Biſhopric ' ſhould- be divid- 
ed into four Parts; one for the Biſbop,. - 
one for the inferior Clergy, one for the 
Fabric of the Church, and the laſt for 
the Poor: 80 ſhort was this new Regu- 
lation of the original Practice of the 
Chureh; when the Poor were primarily 
conſidered, becauſe all Devotions were 
given for their Sakes: But, in proceſs of 

Time, 


* 2 —ʒꝛVMé — — ? 2 


tm) 
Time, even this Ordinance, imperfe@ as 
it was, grew obſolete, ind the Lot of 
the Clergy, 8 
e 


| During this whole Interval, i, 
It muſt be obſerved that all Deacbits, 
Prieſts, and even Biſhops themſelves, were 
elected by the People; and, tho' nome 
of theſe were permitted ES 
conſecrated in Form, by their Brethren 
yet, on the Authority of St. Leo, one of 
the Roman Pontiffs, tis evident, no Ot- - 
dination was decreed valid, without their 
Concurrence and Approbation. I Thing, 
ua Father Paul, which may be jiſtly 
recommended to the Obſervation of this- 
© Ave: when- we are taught that Blefions, - 
wherein the People ſhould pretend to baue 

any Share, would be unlawful and invalid. 
So changed, and ſo inverted are Cuſtoms, 

as to make Good and Evil change their 
Mir, calling that lawful, which was - 
formerly, reputed deteflable and _ 


| (4 
4 that: ai, hich been te 


ns of Sanftig. - 1 8-7 Re x . 4 
8 1 navy becoming 
Poſleſſions. of real Value, and Biſhoprics 
being loaded with. Temporalities, which 
carried along with them all that the 
Pride, or Senſuality of Man could 2 | 
yet, the Clergy no longer declined; the 
paſtoral Office out of a. modeſt Diff. 
dence of their own Abilities, to diſcharge 
it as they ought; but openly... declar'd 
themſelves Candidates; importun ately ſol- 
licited the Votes of the Electors; and N 
left no Artifice untry'd, to carry their 
Point: By which Means, F. action and 
Intrigue really effected what was impi- 
ouſly aſcrib'd to the Holy-Ghoſt ; and Se- 
ditions, Murthers, and all Manner of 
Crimes not only attended theſe tumul- 
tuous Proceedings, but were frequently. 
perpetrated even at the Inffigation of the 
. contending Parties This did not fail 
to open the Eyes of the civil Magiſtrate, 
who oy diſcovered the Neceſſity of 
4 G : depriving 


R . | 
d the People of this dangerous 
Privilege: as likewiſe | of rendring 
theſe ambitious and turbulent Spirits de- 
pendent on a Court for their Intereſt and 
Preferment. Accordingly, from thence 
forward, the Sovereigns aſſum'd a Right to 
- nominate, or confirm every Eecleſiaſtic 
in- his Benefice ; and by this means had 
both an Opportunity to awe and oblige 
the Clergy ; ; as well as make uſe of their 
| Power and Authority to add a Weight and 
Sanction to their own 80 long ago 
was this refined Secret brought into play; 
and ſo ſuſceptible were the reverend Bro- 
therhood of any Impreſſion that did not 
actually interfere with their own Domi- 
nion over the deluded People 


You are farther to obſerve, Gentle- 
men, that, immediately on this Altera- 
tion in the Road to Church-Preferment, 

the pious Candidates likewiſe altered, im- 

OY their Method of travelling to 
it Princes being now the grand Pa- 
: . of all the Livings in their Juriſdic- 
tions, 


| (48 \N 
tions, ' their. Courts ſwarmed with Suitors 
of all, Ranks and Degrees; who utterly 
neglected their preſent Cures, and ſtoop'd 


to all that was vile and baſe, 'in Purſuit 
of better.—Tranſlations and Commendams 
getting Ground under the moſt. plauſible 
Pretences, till one Church and Biſhopric 


was made uſe of only as a Thorough- Fare 
to another ; and a whole Pile of Pluralities, 

heap'd upon one another. with-.indefati- 
gable Labour, by buſy, buſtling Prelates, 
ſerved only as ſo many ſpiritual Cuſhions, 


to ſupport them in Eaſe, On; * 


Lay ever We. 


Much thous this Criſis too, 3 by 


Misfortune and partly by Way of Re- 
lief, as tis to be preſumed, of thoſe who 
had undertaken more Buſineſs than they 


card to go thro' with, Supernumerary 


Eccleſiaſtics took Place; a Set of volun- 
tier-Devotees, who, tho' they had yet no 
Call, were willing to hold themſelves in - 
readineſs; that, in Caſe a ſudden Mor- 
tality ſhould happen at the Altar, it 


ws 2 might 


— 


T as ) 


might not be in the Power of Sutas to 


ſurpriſe the Out- Works unprovided 


Out of theſe the reverend Dignitaries 
choſe their Deputies, to whom they aſ- 
ſigned a ſmall Pittance for their Support ; ſo 
mall, indeed, that it was ſcarce a Sha- 


dow of the mighty Subſtance they en- 
Joyed themſelves, as a Conſideration for 


that very Labour which they undervalu'd 
: ſo much in others. N oiwithſtan ding 


which, there were yet greater -Numbers 
of Candidates for theſe wretched Cura- 
cies, . than there were Cures to ſupply 
them with: The Church was poſſeſſed 


of ſo many Immunities and had ſo am- 
ple a Field of Plenty, Power and Dig- 


nity to range in at Pleaſure, that tis no 


Wonder the Words of the Goſpel were 


reverſed ; and the Vintage, however fruit- 
ful, could not make Room for ſuch :a- 


4; Glut of Labourer-——— Beſide, many of 


their ſpiritual Lordſhips made no Conſci- 


ence of living at Diſcretion upon their 
Dioceſe, or rather devouring it whole : 


| pe which Means, Multitudes of their 


* EE Brethren 


| tan) 

7 Brechren were again reduced to their pri 
mitive Inſtitution; that it is to ſay, to live 
on the Alms of their Fellow-Chriſtians: 

and, inſtead of feẽding the Flock of Chriſt, 

were, literally ſpeaking, fed by them: 
Hence ſome that had not Brains to provide 
for themſelves, nor had the good Fortune 
to light on thoſe who had Bowels to pro- 
vide for them, raiſed a terrible Outcry 
for their daily Bread: But their Superiours 
were too wiſe to hear a Grievance, they 
reſolved, before-hand, not to redreſs; 
and too tenacious to part with any Con- 
venience of their own in Compaſſion to 
the Wants of another —— The poor 
Laity, therefore, were ſure to be ſad- 
dled with the whole Load: And what 


| ſhould be the next Expedient truly but 


Tythes? Tythes were granted to the 
Tribe of Levi in the old Teſtament, in- 


ſtead of a Portion in Land, and, therefore, 
they were to be confirmed to the Chriſtian 5 
Levites, by the New; Tythes! Tythes! 
was immediately the Cry from Dan to 
W — ſo far was this ridiculous 


Claim 5 


Claim carried, that, ſays Father Paul, all 
Chriftian Perfecta was placed in that 
one Merit of paying Tythes; and, not con- 
tented with predial Tythes, they began to 


| claim perſonal alſo < that is to ſay,” the | 
Tithe of every Man's Trade, and Induſtry, | 


not excepting even that of Hunting, S0. 
dier s Pay, or the infamous Gains of con- 


mon Profitutes. 


2 of this important Incident; I S 


ſhall treat more at large in my next 
At preſent, Gentlemen, I ſhall conclude 


with obſerving in the general, that the 
old Revenues of the Church, were ſo 
notoriouſly perverted from their original 
Inſtitution, ſuch a Spirit of Rapine pre- 
vailed among the Clergy, ſuch manifeſt 


Forgeries, Prevarications, and down- right 


Falſhoods, were trump'd up to give a 
Sanction to their oppreſſive Claims; and 


Corruption of all Sorts broke in ſo like a 


Torrent, almoſt to the utter Ruin of 


Learning, Piety, and Virtue, that the 
ON” Charles the great, thought it 


* 


| 7 1 
incumbent on him, tho a ay-man, al 
an Orthodex-Believer, to interpoſe his 
Authority for their Preſer vation. Ac- 


cordingly, he obliged the Biſhops to diſ- 


gorge ſome Part of their ill-got Poſſeſſions, 
in Favour of the inferior Clergy; reſtor d 


to the Cities the Elections of their Paſ. 


| tors and Biſhops ; in particular, that f 
the Pope to the People of Rome, reſer- 


ving to himſelf only the Right of Con- 
firmation; and, by many other uſeful 
Regulations befide, ſet Bounds, for a while, 
to the inſatiable Appetite of the Church, 


which had, for ſuch Numbers of Yau 


been encroaching on the Rights of Man- 


kind, without Check or Controul; to the 
infinite Scandal and Diſgrace of - the 


_ Chriſtian Name. 


a How this ſeaſonable Barrier 
came to be again broke thro' ; how 


the Church, which had been diſpoſ- 


ſeſſed of ſuch a Legion of evil Spirits, 
came to be in a worſe Condition than 
before; in what Temper, and with what 


Fd 


Views 


E ² nn . . A” re 
— 


3 


Views: its ee converted the 
Weſtern Kings; and what a valuable Mer- 
chandize they made of the miſrepre- 
- ſented Doctrines of Feſus, ſhall be 
the Buſineſs of gut enſuing Diſcourſes— 
That the Eyes of blinded Zeal. may be 
opened : that .ſhackled Prejudice. may 
give Way to free Enquiry that 
thoſe horrid Twins Enthuſiaſm, and 
Superſtition may be © ſupplanted... by 
right Reaſon and nſeful Knowledge: 

That Impoſture and - Oppreſſion/ may 
reſign the Sceptre to Liberty and the 
undiſguiſed Purity of the Goſpel: That 
QAnrruption may be aouercame and all the 
noble Spirits among us, exclaim with 
one Voice, Great is the J ruth, * 
mighty above all 7 Things J | 


** 


. 2 Io 
; * 
- . 1 * A * 
* 
1 4 ; 
. 
, { \ CAS 
L * 2 
1 5 
I — 
P * 
3 * 1 
3 
7 
i ! 
r 
N00 
j ; 2 L 
O F YN | 
* 2 „ 
þ % % 
- * f , 
= 
3 * - 0 — —— 
: 4 F «* oy $ * $ * 
IR — ARA 4 yn wy wrrons 3. *a 3 A. 
* ; ö 5 6 
- DISCOURSE I. 
22 4424 Ne F 1 rn 
— — nn — — — — — „ 
— # - 2 &S . 3 &. 0 4 ; 4 * 
1 7 1 
. «1 * * 
* " = 4 4 * 
y * 
; Fg 
F 
* 
I 
ice One Shall 
(Price One Shilling.) 
= . _- 4 
= 
; © 
i % 
/ 5 
e 
* \ - 
. ; 
0 * 
a z 
* 1 ® — 


- 
. 


Next Week will be Publiſlrd 


ON T H E 


%. 


* K * 4 A * | n 1 
DIS COURSE III. 
; | 1 1 ; 
_ 8 o * . . . : 7 2 a '' * N J bd 4 ; * 
n __ +4 . Ps => " 


| Uſurpation of Church-Power. 5 


Why feek ave Truths Now abr 
Tas Smiles Caurtiers and the Harlats Tears, . 
The Trade Ry Oath and Mourning of ex Heir, 
Are Truths to what — tell a 
—— Ob ub has Priefl — He, 
4nd d ts be di ; 


„ 


— 


_ 


The As laid to be Root 


| CHRISTIAN r 
In Fou R DISCOURSES. 


6 


— — 


By a LAYMAN. 


DISCOURSE 1. 
ON THE 


CRAFT of TYTHES. 


PR F "TOP i. 


— 


Thy ay e 27 275 reap 


„ & 70. 


Temples are 4 youre, not „ Gow s N Palaces; b 
Where Offerings make nat his, but your own Feaſts; | 
Where you meſt wiſely live, becauſe at Eaſe, 
entertain your Founders as your Gueſts : 
With Eaſe you take what we provide with Care ; 

Aud wwe, who Jour Legation maintain, 
Find all your Tribe in the Commiſſion are ; 

And none but Heat n could ſend ſo large Train. 
But, being all Embaſſadors from thence, 

The growing Charge will ſoon exceed our Rent ; 
W * pleaſe to treat at his Expence : 

Ws ot urs wt ot a, her yo are ſem. 
__ DavgnanTt. 
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CRAFT of TYTHES. _ 


bre we feel ſhould be urn 

N 4 Acknowledgment; and, 2a 
che Approbation theſe Dic. 

courſes have received in 

the Delivery is x very high Comple- 

ment to the Cauſe they are devoted to, 

it would betray a ſullen Inſenſbility to 

| conceal. my — 0 9 

T — 


_ 


SaÞ; 


bat tho? 1 CORO in 5 gucdel they 
| have hitherto met with, I am far from 
_ aſcribing it to any Merit of. my own 
No, Gentlemen, *tis Truth herſelf, Truth 
for her own Sake, that you have eſpouſ- 
ed Truth ; Gmple + and unadorned, ne- 
 glefted, ' deſpiſed, unfaſhionable, 1 had 
like to have faid, perſecuted Truth 
My Office has been only to introduce 
her; the Reſt her own Eloquence has 
commanded, and your —— and In- L 
 genyity | beſtowed, | ; 

Think , then „if 65 meanly, fo un- 
worthily recommended; ſhe has been 
able to excite ſo much Attention and 
enforce ſo much Reſpect, think 12 lay, 
with what Power and Efficacy, Grace 
and Majeſty ſhe will appear under the 
Umbrage of ſuch great Names as the 
learned Selden , the incomparable Milton, 
the laborious Maſcow, and many other 
eminent Perſonages | beſide, ho made it 
| their 


* - — 


bs 


4 ** 


4a 
„ 


der it Glory to be ber Ad. 


— and Advocates. 


Thbeſe, "59 OI . now be her 
Guides and Conductots; but ſo as to 
place her in the faireſt Light; not to 


diſtinguiſh theinſelyes ät her Expence, 


much les 1 her Seat, and be deified 
in her ſtead And this, in my hum- 


ble Opinion, is mak ing a right Uſe of 


Authorities; not to dazzle with the 


Splendor of illuſtrious Characters, or fi- 
lence; inſtead of corivince; with unfair 


Compariſons (which ate truly, accord- 


ing to the Proverb, odious) but to ap- 
ply their Learning to explain Facts, their 
Penetration to unravel Difficulties, ther. - 
Reaſonings to confute Error and their 


2 yo to adorn the Figure of Truth. 


ner in Pulis ef this Nature, k 


Novelty | to ſeduce us out of the beaten 
Road, into her flowery Paths and gawdy 
Deceptions: Truth is older than the 


World, and exiſted from all Eternity ; nor 


B 2 Was 


PR 


was there ever an Age fo. ack or a 
| Nation fo ignorant, but her radi 
F . were to my diſcovered. 


as Craft, Semility 7 Ty- 
| ranny, indeed, 'have thrown an artificial 
Obſcurity round her in all Nations 
and Ages more or leſs; nor has Revela- 
tion been, hitherto, able to put an end 
to ſo fatal an Eclipſe ; or even prepare 
the Minds of Men to bear the Light, 
when it has been occaſionally introdu- 
cegd: Hence the Politic and Deſigny 
| have taken Advantage of this Cowar ig 
and Weakneſs of their Fellow-Creatures, 
and. actually perſuaded them to think 
that to ſhut their Eyes was the ſureſt 
Method to find their Vn. 175 


' Now to encounter this Abſurdity i 
no new Taſk ; and to induce Men to 
look about them will not vary the 

Landſcape: The very ſame Hills, Mea- 
dos, Trees, Rivers, Skies and Sun- 
py were the OM: of Sight 15 


* 


fad: 


the Creation and fo will contigs ta 
the End of Time. 


" Our great Pd 1 2 bet 
one Avenue to Knowledge unexplored ; 
and a much abler Genius than ka 
would have nothing to do but endea- 
vour, with us, to clear thoſe already 
known from the Obſtructions that now 
render them in a Manner uſeleſs; 3 to. 
Kraiten ſome, to enlarge others, and 

tas the Mind free; to make it's Prom 


Ne Dita, therefor, ugh 0 be 
| taken, if the Novelliſt is here diſappoint- 5 
ca, or that what is uttered barely cor- 
reſponds with Truths already delivered. 


ar excites, only the ſame Images that 


we were long before acquainted with 
8 A very few Notes in Muſic, a very feꝛ— 
Colours in Painting, are, in the Maſter's 
5 Hand, capable of iovoitely! various Effects: 
Ia parallel Caſe with Truth and 
. * oaks the ſame in 
Le 


5 F 7 1 oh 
Finds and Complection, they BY) 66 
. ſhevyn in Actions and Attitudes perpetus 
1 5 ally diverſified - Beſide, we often for- 
= get their Figures, often miſtake blunder- 
ing Copies for Originals, and are often 
ſo groſly impoſed upon, as to have Mon- " 
ſters intruded on us in their Room, 
Which, in lieu of bearing the leaſt Re- 
ſemblance, are their Oppoſites in all 
3 Things. To which may be added, that 

the wanton Ambition of ſaying, ſome- 
thing new, has filled the World with 
. verboſe Schemes and inane Theories, 
which have ſerved rather to amuſe, than 
inform ; ; and, like a Faſhion at Court, 
having had their Reign, gave Place to new 
1 = ones, and were e no more. , 


— N FAS 


- "To delt, * Uidrefote," if bolltle af 
future Court to theſe Idols of the Ima- 
© gination on the one Hand, or Adoration 
to thoſe Demons of Fal hood. and Im- 

| poſition on the other, it may, and ought 
3 to be deemed an uſeful. and ſeaſonable 
Office to collect from all the 
| We 
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= 

* 
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N of Truth and Re MY 


be found in Hiſtory, or deſcrib'd in Phi- 


13 loſophy, or blended with Controverſy, 


or dawning thro' Tradition, or flaſhed 


out in private Converſation „ ſuch Fea, 
tures, Limbs, and Graces, as beſt cor- 


reſpond with each other, and, when ſet. 


together, like. the Charms of the Gre-. 


cian Virgins by the Painter of ald, 
would form a finiſhed Deity, perfect i 8 | 
Proportion, {imilar in Parts, and irre- 


| 927 lovely i in the whole, 15 


Attempt- 
be accolmpliſhed — with us then 
if, through - human Frailty , we ſome= 


- This: this, Gentlemen, 5 our - great 
But, a6! how hard to 


times languiſh in the Purſuit ; and rather 


employ. your Knowledge and e 8 
* afſiſt than condemn us. | 


| 
tos 


* 


a Nr TG 


| locked „ fade oe with 


any ſet of obnoxious Men whatever, or 
Le de N . but 2 
i . 5 grave 
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brought to the Teſt of the Golpel to 


| Part of ack has not an explicite Au- 
4 thority there, s but an 9g ine of 


or ſtretch the Conſcience to what Size 


voy of Believers 46 4 Church, are ins 


CE 
rave Ig be Attempt to find out f 
Chitetion to be the Teſt of Good and 


; # Pull, Truth and Falſhood, "Virtue and 


Vie, Liberty- and Opprettich . — OF ' 
courſe every Man that would be free, 


5 honeſt, wiſe, or happy has an 8 Y 


ae in it's Succeſs, and, i 18, there- 


| bore, under A moral Obligation to On 


a +” 


tribute all that ; is in his Pee for it's | 
313% Mt AF . 


We are again to | nag; you, Gen- 
2 oy Nature of theſe Diſcourſes, 
equiring uch References frequently ) that 
a Taflitates of Chriſtianity muſt be | 


try if they ate Standard; that whatever 


Torture, like that of Procruſtes, to lop 


the Mayiſtrate'pleaſts; amd that all the 
Precepts of the Meſfiah, which regard 
Man as an Individual, or the whole 


8 WEST. * 


C 
tellig ible to the meaneſt Capacity: agree 
able to the following? Sentiment of 2 | 
divine 4 


* * 
* , 7 
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"6 "Tis is true Wat 3 Books, 3 
4 > OH ſome Places in thoſe Backs, 
that remain clouded ; yet that which 
© is moſt neceſſary to be known is moſt 
+0 eaſy ; z and that which is difficult, ſo 
far expounds itſelf ever, as to tell us 
© how little it imports our ſaving Know- 
© ledge; Hence to infer a general Ob- 
©ſcurity over all the Text, is a mere 
© Suggeſtion of the Devil, to diſſuade 
„Men from reading it, and caſts an 
Aſperſion of Diſhonour both upon the 
* Mercy, Truth and Wiſdom of Gop. 
We count it no Genteelneſs, or fair 
Dealing in a Man of Power amongſt 
us, to require ſtrict and punctual Obe- 
© dience, and yet give out all his Com- 
mands ambiguous and obſcure; e ſhould 
© think he had a Plot upon us: Certain- 
©ly ſuch Commands were no Commands 
5 but Snares. The very Eſſenee of 
Ts . Truth 


Ul 


EDT ( 10 * 
0 Truth! is Plainneſs and Brightneſs 3 tho 
© Darkneſs and Crookedneſs are our own, 


The Wiſdom of Gop created Under- 


« ſtanding fit and proportionable . ta 


Truth, the Object and End of it, as 


the Eye to the thing viſible. If our 


Vnderſtanding has a Film of Ignorance | 
© over it, or we. blear with gazing on. 


* other falſe Gliſtering, what is that to 
Truth? If we will but purge with 


© Sovereign-Eye-Salve that intellectual 


© Ray, which God hath planted in us, 


then we would believe the Scriptures, 


« proteſting their own Plainneſs and Per- 


ſpicuity; calling to them, to be inſtruct- 
© ed, not only the Wiſe and Learned, 
© but the Simple, "the Poor, the Babes, 
e. —— And in another ", hes th 


They fear the plain Field of the Scrip- 


© tures; the Chaſe is too hot ; : they ſeek . 


_ © the dark, the buſhey, the tangled 


© Foreſt; they would imboſk : they feel 


; .chemicives: ſtrook in the tranſparent 
Streams of divine Truth, they would. 
e and n and think to lie 


ZN 


3 


621 + | 
7 hid in the | foul. Weeds and adds 
© Waters, where no Plummet can reach 


5:8 the Bottom But let them beat 0 . 


* themſelves like Whales, and ſpend 
**.their/ Oil, till they be dragg'd aſhore ! 
Tho wherefore ſhould the Miniſters 
give them ſo much Line for Shifts, and 

© Delays? Wherefore ſhould they not 
© urge only the Goſpel ; and hold it even 
© in their Faces, like a Mirror of Dia- 
mond, till it dazzle and. pierce, their 
J miſty Eye-Balls, maintaining the Honour 
of its abſolute Sufficiency, and ry: 
N we inviolable? ü 


Thus far this wia Light of Truth, | 
and Liberty And from hence, ya ; 
tlemen, it immediately follows, that if 
theſe Books, thus obviouſly-caſy, to be 
underſtood, are really the reveal'd Will 
of Heaven, no earthly Power, or Au- 
thority can frame the leaſt Supplement 
to them, eſpecially in manifeſt Contra- 
diction to the whole Scope and Tenour 
of its Doctrines, without incurring the 

BEAT C2  *  igheld- 
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higheſt Goll, without being anſwerable 
for thoſe they miſlead, and N "ey 

POT, 11 8 a | 
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on che 0G Hand, if # thoſk 
Books are not the revealed Will of Hea- 
ven (Which we are not permitted to ima- 
gine) then the Power of the Magiſtrate 
muſt be limited by the Weal of the 
People: For, as there can be no Plea for 


any religious Eſtabliſhment whatever, 
either feign'd or true, but the Benefit of 


Mankind, that Seheme which is only an 
Artifice to oppreſs, or delude the Pub- 
lic, by all the Rules of Equity and all 
the natural Rights of free - born Subjects, 
cannot be ge or cancel d d 


1 mort, Gente Gon wil: not 
enjoin any Laws that ſhould enſlave his 
Creatures; and Man ought not either 0 
father ſuch Oppteſſions on the moſt High,” 


or preſume to make that awful Name a 


Rod of Iron to tyrannize over his Equals— 
In 


"1 "3 A 
9712.00; ene. * 9 bu 
In ee g. e this infamous 
and deſtructive Craft, we vindicate tlie 
Soodneſßs, Juſtice, Wiſdom and Majeſty 
of Heaven, profan'd by the worſt of 
Men to ine werft of Purpoſes. We tread 
in the moſt certam Foot: ſteps of the 
bleffad Metab, who never declaims withs 
more Zeal than againſt Prieſts and Hy- 
berites: and make uſe of his Call tu Li- 
, as he deſigned we ſhould, by eg. 
feing our own Dea 09G 291 Io! 
115 >, 
To proceed, 1 in the ſame Me- 
thod we began, I ſhall continue to tracæx 
the boaſted Succeſſors of the Apoſtles tho 
all the Bye- Ways of Pride, Avarice; 
Fraud and Oppreſſion that led to Riches, 
Power and Grandeur; every one of 
which will appear a palpable Deviation 
from the very Letter, as well as the Spirit 
of the Goſpel: In ſo much, that if we 
ourſelves do not keep it conſtantly in 
our. Eye, we ſhall abſolutely forget it 
ade in 
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60 eafly 1 enen be 
W nay ſo totally perverted, as to 
| become the very Tools of effecting worſe 
Miſchiefs than thoſe they were calculated 
to remove! Miſchiefs that never could have 
had a Being, if the Conduct of the 
Church had been annually examined 
and compared with the recorded Will 
of its adorable Founder; according to the 
N A of St. e py 


tn The Sucreffitn af Truth, Khim be, 
may fail; to renew which we muſt 
have Recourſe to the Fountains: If a 
Channel, or Conduit - Pipe, which 
© brought in Water plentifully before, 

© ſuddenly fail, do we not go to the 
Fountain to en Cauſe; whether 
_ © the Spring affords no more, or whether 
the Vein be ſtopt, or turn'd aſide in the 
mid Courſe? Thus ought. we to do, in 
i * God's Precepts; chat if in 


8 Nw” 


LR 


(3). 
© aught the Truth be changed, we may 
"I repair to the Goſpel, and to the Apoſtles, 
that thence may ariſe the Reaſon of 
c our Doings, from whence out Order, 
"0 and Beginning aroſe,” 


* 


A Thought of che firs Nature ol 
in Machiavel; as likewiſe in the learned 
Poems of Greville, Lord Brooke, who 
flouriſh'd in 'the Reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
which being of as much Weight in | 
Politics as the other in Religion, it can 


never be unſeaſonable to recommend 
1. to your yery ſerious Conſideration, ay 


| Once in an Age let co ment then trace © 
The Courſe of its Traditions to their Birth, 

And bring them back unto their Oy * 
To keep ber own Sovereignity on Earth. © 

_ Elſe Viper-like, their Parents they devour s 

For all Power's Children eafily covet os. 
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Tes, Gentlemen, had theſe wholeſome : — 
Leſſons been obſerved, neither Refor- 9 


mations, or Revolutions had been neceſ-;. 
fary—But as it is—Let us proceed with 


the immediate Buſineſs of the Day 


” 
: 4 
” . "ec . On 
» wo” 
* Q n o = 
l — : Wenn - 
= — — — - \ - 
CY 
2. — — 
1 = = \ 
on 3 Che 


2323 
— — i 


/ 
— ES — ——— 


x 
———_ —— X a 
22. FF. os 


* 


| . "WE... 
N . 4% x 
7 3804.6 


F «Ay os. 1 Dien. I 
hinted | to you that, both in Scripture and 
85 the Writings of the primitive Chriſtians, 
the Word Church was not confined to 
the Clergy, or a Place of Worſhip, but 
was either apply d to the whole Body of 
Revers, however ſcatter' d, or disjoin'd, 
or to any particular Aſſembly, reſiding in 
any particular Diſtrict; the former, by 
Way of Eminence, being calld the 
Church; and the latter diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Name of the Province, or City where it 
was firſt eſtabliſned: That the firſt Sums 
of Money, collated among - Chriſtians, 
were for the of the Poor, parti- 
cularly the new Converts ; ſubordinate 
to theſe only, the Miniſtry putting in for 
a Share: That, as the Number of Chriſ- 
tians enereaſed, preaching became a Trade; 
and particular Junto of Men not only 
engroſſed the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
to themſelves, but the Profits of it too: 
The Altar being now encumber'd. with 
Riches, but the Poor intirely forgot ;. the 


* 


\ 
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Clergy incroakng their E n 
increaſed in Numbers ; 2 Numbers 


 crouging_ in, not only to be free from - 


thoſe Demands themlely es, but ſhare i in 
the Luxury: fed from the Wars of others: 
The Fathers of the Church, as Milton 
ſtrongly expreſſes it, revelling lite B- 
 HAZZAR,, with their full | Garouſes 

in Goblete ard Ve Veſſels of Gold, fnatct 4 
- from. Gon's Temple; rapaciouſly ftrug- 
gling with each other for the lar geſt 
Fortion of the Spoil; and calling upon 955 
People out of the N to give, give, | 
give their very Blood; if nothing elſe was 
left to make good their own Depreda- 
tions on "Their ring Brethren. Rp 


This 1 the State af the Church, 
Gentlemen, when Tythes were firſt de- 
manded, about four hundred Years after 
CaR1sT : For, as the laborious Mr. Sel- 
den has ſufficiently proved, none of theſe 
facred Harpies had the Aſſurance to 
make ſuch a Demand before And 
** was the Plea then? Why, truly, 
Ex no 


"VL 


: ff x8 5 | 
no leſs than an original Wiiting * 
. *Gop's own Hand, inveſting them and 
their ſpiritual Heirs, with a Tenth of the 
wh” World, till that and their Te 
Deeds e de burnt OE” 


Is. a Word, Gentlemen, e you 
"think it poſſible? ' The Grant of Moſes 
do the Tribe of Levi, of Tythes inſtead 
of a Land-Portion © in the Deodand of 
Canaan (tho his whole Ritual beſide, 
had been fo long, and ſo effectu. 
ally exploded) was the Foundation 
on which they build this ſtupendous 


Claim: modeſtly connecting with their 
ſpiritual Authority, derived from their 


Succeſſorſhip to the Apoſtles, the tem- 
poral Inheritances of Aaron and his Bre- 

thren]; tho”, at the Time of their Inſti- 
tution, not the leaſt Hint is given of any 
new Eſtabliſhment, in Caſe the firſt 
ſhould fail ; or that any Transfer ſhould 
be made of the peculiar Rights of the 
Fewiſh Prieſthood, to enrich any other 
* their W Spoils, _ 


But 


j 


(ng). 


But e politive: Conclusen can 
We from the Silence of the Ola 
Teſtament on that Head, ſurely, if the 
Followers of the MrssrAk were ſtill to 
be loaded with the ſame inſupportable 
Yoke, there was a moral Neceflity that 
it ſhould be explicitely enjoined. in the 
New'; whereas, in the Current of theſe Diſ- 
courſes, the contrary has and will be made 
demanſtrably manifeſt ; and nothing but 
the groſſeſt Ignorance on one Hand and 
the moſt notorious Fraud on the other, 
could have ever given Place to ſo flagrant 
an Impoſition. For, not to weary 
with a Repetition of the ſame difinte- 
reſted Goſpel-Precepts, refered to already, 

as. Jesus declares his Kingdom Was not 
of this World, ſo Paul, in particular, 
piques himſelf on acting, as near as poſ- 
fible, up to his divine Example; fay- 
ing to the Corinthians, according to 4 
late new Tranſlation. 7 approve myſelf 


as the Miniſter of Gop, by my great 
da in Aſtictions, in Torment, in 


8: ** 
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Diftreſs, from Stripes, from Impri ifon- 
ments, from Tumults, from Labours,” from 
Watchings,” from Penury. I approve my 
Fei by Charity, by Knowledge, by Meak- 
. neſt, by Kindneſs, by Sanfity of Mind, 
by undiſguis d Beneuolence, by the preach- 
ing of the Truth, -by the Power of Go, 
by the Arms of Fuſtice, offenſive and de- 
 fenftve, in Honour, and in Diſgrure, un- 
der Infamy, and in Repute; look'd. upon 
at an Inpoſtor, while 1 ſay what is true; 
4 unknown, and yet celebrated; as dy- 
ing, and yet I am alive; as chaſtifed, 
but not ſlain; as forrowful,, tho' always 
chearful ; as poor, tho enriching many; 
as having nothing, yet contented with 
every Thing. And in another very re- 
markable Factge And as T have, ſo 
I. ſhall always keep myſelf from being 
| burthenſome fo you. 1 ſolemnly proteſt 
no man ſhall binder me of this Applauſe 
© 2 the Regions of AchAIA. Why fo? Is it 
becauſe I love you not? For otherwiſe 
Go knows, But this Ido, and ſhall do, to 
make hes drop their Hire, who are ſo. 
bent 


SS. 21 ) | 
3 upen Hire: and, then-indeed, 
will be as they pretend fo. be, like me. 
Fr "theſe are falſe Apoſtles, . deceitful 
Workmen; diſguiſed ſo as to paſe for true 
Apoſtles. And no Wonder ; for SATAN 
himſelf may put on the Appearance of an 
Angel of Light: Therefore, it is not 
ſtrange i his Agents are ſo dgſguiſed as 
to appear like Miniſters of the Goſpel * 
Buf their End. ſhall be anfwerable to 
their Actions. Again, addreſfing himſelf 
to the ſame People, in expreſs Words, 
for their Liberality in Favour of the Con- 
I don't mean to preſeribe to you, but that 
the Zeal of others may ſhow you are as fin- 
cerely well affected. Or as the Old Tran- 
lation has it, I ſpeak not by Commandment, 
but by- Occafion of the . Forwardneſs of 
others, and to prove rhe Sincerity of 
JE Love. 2h 


- Oblerve, 88 1 beſeech 3 
how utterly; impoflible it is for a Chriſ- 
5 RE to countenance their gree- 


dy 


by. 60 23 ) 
#' Challenges of Wealth, Pomp and 
Luxury, either by the Doctrines or Facts 
contained in the Goſpel: St. Paul himſelf 
When collecting Charities for the neceſ- 
ſitous Brethren, not preſuming to com- 
mand, but intreat; and as 3 4 
n not exacting 6 _ | 


But N us deſcend a little . into 
this iniquitous Affair; let us examine 
where the Streſs of their Claim of Tythes 

was urged moſt, and by what a Series 
of. Frauds and Impoſtures they were 
able at laſt, to accompliſh ſo mighty 
4 Project to aggrandize themſelves and | 
2 us. 


* 
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An "hs: firſt Place, ahedkfiws,; it ap- 
pears that theſe reverend Craftſmen, fore- 
ſeeing the Moſaic Proviſion of Tythes for 
the Support of the Tribe of Levi, would 
prove but a ſlender Authority in their 
| Favour, reſolved to connect the Intereſt 

of thoſe who were to pay this holy 
Tribute, or rather the Shadow of it, 
With 


. 
with the Subſtance they Wehnen 
ſolved to enjoy That! is to lay; they 
would have. it believ'd, that, in exact 
Proportion to a Man's Liberality to the 
Church, he ſhould not only be ſecurer 
of Salvation in the other World, but of 
5 Froſperity in this: Founding their mer- 
cenary Harangues on theſe Words öf 
Malachi. Bring ye all the Tythes into 
. the Store- Houſe, that there may be Bread 
in my Houſe, and prove me now here- 
uitbh, ſaith the Lok of HosTs, f 
will not open to you the Windows" f 
Heaven, and pour you out a Bleſſing, that 
w— ſhall not be room enough to receive 

But forgetting to put their Heaters 
u Mind uf two other Paſſages of the 
ſame Prophet, which are infinitely more 
concluſive, and more of a Piece with the 
ſevere, but juſt Reproaches of the Mxs- 
SIAH in the Goſpel. Who is there even 
among you, ' that would ſhut the Doors 
for nought ? neither do ye kindle the Fire 
on. mine Altar for nought. I have n 
' Pleaſure in you, Joes the Lord of 
105 1 Hosts, 
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Hoot; wilther will T accept: an Offering 


ef your Hande. Again, Fur ebe Prigft's 


Lass fhould | keep Knowledge,.. and. they 
Should eek the Lam at his Mouth : For 


be 15 the Meſſenger of the Lorp of 
Hosrs, ':Tberefore, have I ade made 

you cuntemptible and baſe before all the 
Probl, according as qe baue not kept - 


N * Have 19908 eee 
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chat as one of theſe Paſſages was made uſe 
of to be the Poiſon of Devotion, that the 


other ſhould be adminiſtred 28 the An- 


tidote; and, as they boldly put in for 
the Appointments of the Leuitical Prieſt- 


| hood, that they ſhould. be obnoxious to 


the bitter Cenſures almoſt inſeparable 
from it: Neither is this the only Title 
they have to the Parallel, as will be 
very ſufficiently demonſrated : Tio ahe 
_ | 


* 
* 
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OY ths way Wenn "ny obſervable; 


or this Serpent of Tythes appeared in 
| the Beginning as white and harmleſs 

as a Church-warden's W Y 
tho the Judgments of God were ap 
the ſpiritual Seare-Crow to enforce the 
Payment of them, the whole Proceſs 
was carried on in the Name of the Poor 
Twas for the Sake of Charity they were 
firſt demanded and firſt paid > ſcarce. a 
Word was dropped of the Clergy; or, if 
there was, twas with great Caution, as 
if the Charge of their Maintenance was 
to employ but a ſmall Part of the 
e. devoted to He View 2 fd 


"Tis ebforvable; likewiſe, „ that 1 
Prieſts as yet aſſumed no right to com- 
mand them, and not only received thoſe 
that were offered as Stewards for the 
Poor, but with great Acknowledgment; 
as is evident in a Quotation of Se/den's 

from Caſian the Hermit; by which it 
appears that Tythes were firſt offered to 
RE . Certain 


£26]. 


certain holy Abbots in Egypt for the 


|  Suecour of the Indigent; and Abbot 


4 Jobn in particular i is ſaid to anſwer thoſe 
ſtaunch Zealots, who were moſt forward 
to begin the Cuſtom, to this Effect. I 
_ -gladly embrace this Inſtance of your reli- 
gious Bounty, entruſted to my Diſpenſa- 
tion; becauſe Firſt-Fruits, and Tythes, 


885 -faithfully offered, as Charities to the 


\ Poor, are a Sacrifice of mn | 
Savor. to the Lord. 


5 This was FOR the Your 430, andin 
the Year 470 we have another Inſtance 
of the ſame Nature in Pannonia, on the 
Credit of Eugippius in the Life of St. 
Severin But the Inhabitants of Lau- 
riacum, having been long admoniſhed to 
follow the ſame pious Example of pay- 
ing Tythes to the Poor, could not be 
prevail'd upon to conſent, till their Corn 
was blaſted : when, very ſagely conclu- 
ding their Misfortune to be a Judgment 
for their Diſobedience, they approach 
their Spiritual Guide in their Peniten- 
1 tials, 


91 


nitentials, humbly confeſſing their Con- 


tamacy; who ſubtly nicks the Opportu- 


nity, and replies, If you punctualh pay tb, 
Poor, you: will not only enjoy eternal Sal. 
vation as a Reward, but abound in all the. 


good Things 1 En Ls 111 the Barge: 


\ 


Thus it appears chat Tythes, in che: 


moſt favourable Light, were firſt ſet on 


Foot, under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, as 


a Provifian for the Poor; and were offer'd 


freely, or might be arbitrarily withheld. 


But, as the yenerable Father Paul obſerves, 
the voluntary Donations of the People 
were ſoon exacted as Dues, and the Poor 


a ſoon underſtood to be the Clergy 


only: ſo that the Pretence of Charity 


was uſed only to faſten the Chain, which | 
was afterwards riveted by the Pretence of 


divine Right; and that Altar which was 
devoted to the moſt acceptable Sacrifices, 


the Relief of the wretched and miſera- 
ble, became a Table of Riot, to fatten 


2 greedy,. rapacious Prieſthood ; Ac- 


cording to that deteſtable Picture i in Sa- 


E 2 . muel 


[8] 
b  muel of the Sons of EI, or, as the Text 
more properly calls them, the Sons of 
Beal, und the Priefis dien toith the 

People was, that when any Man offered 


Sterifice, the Prigſts Servant came while 


the Fleſhwas in ſeerbing with a Hleſb- Hool 
¶ three Teeth in his Hand; and he ſtrucł 
| 77 into the Pan, or Kettle, or Cauldron, or 
Pot. All that the Pleſb- Hook plas. gr up, 
de Prieft took for himſelf: So they did in 
Shiloh 20 all the Iraelites, rbat came thi- 
rber alſo : before they burnt the Fat, the 
Pries Servant came, and ſaid to the 
Man that ſacrificed, give Fleſh to roaft for 
the Prieſt! For be will not have ſodden 
Fleſh, but raw; and, if any Man ſaid 
unto him, let them not fail to burn the 
Fat preſently ! and. then take as much as 
' thy Soul defireth ! Then he would anſwer 
bim, nay but thou ſhall give it me now ; 
and, if not, I will take it by Dor co———— 
A very chargdteriftical Paſlage truly! and 
finely alluded to by Milton in his immor- 
fal Poem; ſpeaking of Belial, among the 
feſt of the Fallen 2— 
” EAA IN Beal 


1 


3 . | 


Fell not from Heaven, or more groſs to le, Go! 


Vico for itſelf : To him ud Temple flood,  - 
Or Altar ſmabd; yet who more oft than be 


In Temples, and at Altars, when the Prieſt 


With 221 and * the Houſt of God ? 


Turns Atheiſt, as did Eli's Sons, who: ltd kD 


But to Pet Gentlemen, let us PN 


examine our reyerend Adverſaries own 
Arguments to eſtabliſh this prieſtly Ex- 
ciſe] Let us hear ſome of the Fathers 
themſelves, and out of their own Mouths 

| let us condemn them 8 


is not fuffcient, ſays St. Ambroſe, that 
we profeſs the Name of Chriſt, if we do | 
nat the neceſſary Works of Chriſt, | | 


— pray what are theſe neceſ- 
ſary Works ? Why Tythes | Tythes | Tythes 
f all Things! For ſo the Lord has com- 

manded—If any one is conſcious be has not 
ft thfully 3 the * Day. of 
9 * 


1 = 
| Tythes, let him largely overpay the little he 
bat withbeldi And what is to diſcharge 
this grand Duty faithfully? Neither more, 
or leſs, than u Share of your Corn, Mine, 
Oi Fruit, Cattle; Trade, &c. of all the 
: Sub face which Gop bas given to Men, be 
Jet his Mark upon the Tenth for himſelf; 
and therefore tis impious to detain, what 
75 5 Bis. own Ae Portion. : 


oy Gentlemen, let us hear what is 
attributed to St. Auſtin. F or, to do him 
Juſtice, even Selden makes a Doubt 
whether it really belongs to him or no— 
By the Grace of God, moſt dear Brethren, 
fays he, the Days of Harveſt draw near, 
in which, by way of Thankſgiving, we 
| ſhould thi nk of offering, 1 ſhould ſay of 
reſtoring Hebes to God the Giver of all— 
For God who is worthily thought to give 
all to us, ſhould be thought as worthy to re- 
ceive a Tenth from us Not for him- 
elf, but for us, without Doubt for our 
Souls Welfare And a little after, 
to OE; * If you are no: Land. 
1 Holder, 


(#1 
Holds, aki” whatever you live 55 | 
ts of God, and, therefore, -. he  expetis 
Vibes F all by which you live. And, 
teturning then to firſt Fruits and Tythes 
of the Year, threatens them with Dearth, 
and Blaſting, if they neglect the Payrehs 
of either —It being, ſays he, a moſt uf 
| Uſage of God, to reduce thoſe to a Tenth, 
 wvho refuſe to pay a Tenth and aſter- 
wards with much Earneſtneſs.  Tythes 
are a Debt; and thoſe who refuſe to pay 
them, invade the Property of another and 
ſhall be anfwerable, at the Tribunal of the = 
eternal Fudge, for as many Poor as are 
ſtarved to Death in the Place where they 
refide ; becauſe God has reſerved the 
Tythe as 4 Provifion for them— 
Not for the Prieſts then it ſeems, even 
upon the Authority of this reverend Fa- 
ther——He concludes, with fayin gm 
Whoever, therefore, would either put in 
for a Reward, or deſerve Forgiveneſs of 
his Sins, let him pay Vibes. 


„ 
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c 32 ] 
In ſhort; as Father Pau very. keenly 
a all the Sermons of thoſe Times, 
and for ſome Apes after, wrthout touch- 
ing an Matters of Faith, were all point- 
ed to prove the Obligation of Tythes, 


. "Wh te Neceſſities and Intereſts of 


the Curates, or Minifters, induced them 
10 amplify and enforce with ail their 
Elhquence——Nay ſo far was this Vehe- 
-mence of theirs carried, that Sermonem 
ad Decimas vertere, became a Proverb 
to fignify an impertinent Pigreſſion 
For, as Selden has it, Jong they preathed, 
and much Stir was made about it, before 
thy could ag an _ et for 


Bo pleaſed” Sean to bear with 
one or two Quotations more, tending to 
clear up the Arts whereby this great 
Point was carried He is a good Chrif- 
tian, fays a Writer about goo {Years 
ago, who comes often to the Church, and 
never taſtes of bis Fruits till be has f- 
| fered the Firſt to Gon; who puntually 

FOR pays 


pays. his „ Hebes to to 'the Poor, MF) reve- 
rences the Prieſt with due Homage. 
5 in Burchard Biſhop of Worms, 
. Ha thou at any Tin ime neglected to or 
thy Tenths fo God, which Gop himſelf 
hath” brdained to be_ giuen bim? Or if 
thou * io done ſo, or conſented to the der 
auding the Church therein, Irſt reſtore 
| 5 G05 eur fold, a; Zhen muſt rb 
Aer Pengpce "Re e e 5 


"*a a W 3 
Y mentioned, and the Poorare entirely out 
of [the Queſtion: 'Tis worthy.Remark, 
ike, 7 2 the gi 4055 e 
1 To all which, mocepys, 9 5 
| were added. Mthocking Stories of Gop's 
* Vengeance on the Enemies of the Clergy: 
| Such as that of Eucherius Biſhop of Or-. 

Kant, Who declared be ſaw in 4 Vgſan, ON 
Charles Martel King of France, burning | 


in Hell for having ſei ed the Revenue 
i Church. n 1 


EY But 


80 
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* e all theſe and 
numberleſs other Devices, as ſoon as the 
reverend Brotherhood, according to the 
Modes of the Church, made a le. of | 
the voluntary Offerings of ſome, to e- 
ſtablich a Rule for ekäcting Tythes - as 
a Duty from all, in ſome Places they 
met with. great Oppoſition: and ſo high 
was the Reſentment of the People Car 
ried in Denmark on this Occafion, that 
it was one of the principal Articles of 
Accuſation againſt their King Knute the 
Fourth, whom they betrayed and mur- 
thered. And, about the Year 1 180, when 
one of their Biſhops would have enforced 
the Payment of them on Pain of a per- 
petual Interdict, they not only abſalutely | 
refuſed, but gave him to underſtand by 
Meſſage ; that he and his Brethren 
ſhould continue the Duties of their Func- 
tion, as uſual, or inſtantly depart their 
Country threatening them with 
the ſevereſt Puniſhmeat in Caſe of Dis- | 
obedience. All the Northern Nations, | 


01 


9 | CEE 


ms, tein not N 


75 
95 ere Ye he e in 'a Man 


«Hog ole who. bad 155 


a Fig Delis of e, could by. 


| 19 1 brought to with a 1 ythe 
& th de tho” they! were vlg 
Make a competent Acknowledgement. +8 


N WA So ” could their Biſhop, "by urging 


5 or ee” the divine Inſtitution of 
Tythes, nor, tho ſeconded, by. all dhe 


Power. 12 their Prince, get the better olf | 


eir Refdlution ;" : Joadly. proteſting with 
4 Tcl arid 'Clamours, "That they never. 
would Bow their Necks to a Lole, that 


' awas the Burthen Fe the whole May 
; Whr Id. ö ; : 


L #4 W 198 * N 
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* Even fo 0 Ys » "4h ben of hu | 


the Great, Hap Tythes were collected 


a N ” Civil, as s well 5 Eccleſi- 8 
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* Gier 


in 5 de Pee er 5 


the Example of all the Churches, pat- 
ticuſarl 7 ole” in their Neighbourhood ; ; 
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to fleete them without Mercy; ; and 
Gop! was but another Name * Bribe 
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aſtic KAutho abit "Art in n Kitts 6 
that Monarch, e expre rely calls che exaQtitig 
of Tythes, A Toke; and diffuades the En 
peror from impoſing it on e 

and Saxons, lately converted to the Chriſ. 
tian Faith, till they were ſufficiently dil. 

| ciplined to bear it. 


We know, ſays 

he, ig a very good Thing fo pay 7 Tytbes, 

but. tis better LEW them, than let 
ich is a plain Indi- 


Religio 7 er. 
| cation, that the Clergy let cher Converts 


into the Secret by Degrees; 5 and, never 
preſumed to domineer over their Pro- 
perty, till they bail gp got the Conſcience 
into their Cuſtody ſt: but then the 
awful Name of Dat was inſtantly. us'd 
ferve 


the Clergy! 8 

But, Gentlemen, theſe ſaered Drones, 
in the human Hive, had too darling a 
Point in View to give over the Purſuit 


for any Difficulties, or Diſcouragments : 


whatever : If one Seaſon was not fa- 
vourable, 


7 


- {c 370 3 
qamiable,) they diligronty. watched the ap- 


ptoach- of another: if Forer failed, they 
kad "Recovrfe to Ftaud; and. if one 


Lare ht or take, they ne; g e 
1 


' . 


« 
| 4 0 + 
« ” 


Tat tho, in the early Ages or che 


| Church, there is not the leaſt Trace 
to be found of any ſuch Iaſtitution as 


appears to have been the fole Support of 


their Miniſters, and that FA 00 in common. 


with the Poor, as ſoon as Length of 
Time, the Obſcurity of antient Re- 
cords, the Ignorance of the Laity, and 
| op Miafortunes of the Public gave leave, 
not only ſacred Writ was quoted as an 
Authoriey for this anti- ehriſtian Uſurpa 
tion, but Canons and Conſtitutions * 


the Church were forged to make appeat 


the Right F the Clergy thro all Ages 


| Thus, i in the Collections of Tuo, Bi- 
hap, of Chartres, a Provincial-Canon 
| (made 


. but the Alms of the Faithful | 


24h 
= 


OkrrAxs, Se. uh 


of Pope Gelafius, dated 402, is made to 
enjoin the Payment of Tythes: Whereas 
that Article is palpably ſpurious, and was 
added by Pope Leo IV. 350 Years after. 
Another Conſtitution in their Favour is 


atttibuted t to the Council of Mean held 


52 a 7 RT 
(made by theCouncili;of:Biſhops; held 


at Maſcon, a Biſhoprick in tlie Dioceſe 


of Lyons, anno 586) is quoted, wherein 
 'Tythes are expreſſly enjbined: But, on 


the Credit and Veracity of Selden, it ap- 
pears ſo little Regard has been paid to 
this Evidence, that, ſays he, whatever 


_ the Cauſe was, not fa much i as any, ed 


bas been found mentioned, as of receive, 
Authority in any of? the more antient 
Compilers of. ſynodal Derrees; _ notwith- 


ſanding, that the Fulleft of them, T mean 


Isxipoxe,  /fved Jong after this Council 
was ſaid to be held. and had ſome « other. 
Synods F the Continent of e C1 


1 * * * 
1 ei "IS 
* * * . F | * 144448 „ #Þ «4 
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* * the * * likewiſe: Deal 


in 


(3 

in er 407: bee it a Word 

of . was mentioned in that Coun- 
cil : The Paſſages on that Head =” 
an Interpolation, and Mare 5g. | 
marginal Reference to ſome Council of 
Orleans 271 which there remains no 
Record. 1 


Tb Truth Ts, ſays NEOET that Cs. 
non of his-(Ivo's) is made up of two 
Councils indeed; the firſt of OxLEAns and 
the ninth. of Tor E Do“; and agrees well 
with both, ſaving for ſo much as is ex- 
reſely ſpoken” of T 'ythes, Adding, that 
what was formerly ſpoken of Offerings, 
both he and other Authors, Burch- 
ard and Gratian * apply to 


* 


An Infidelity, in my humble | Opinion: 
neither to be 8 nor * 14 


But theſe are but Peccadillos to what 
ny No leſs than a thundering Ca- 


a | non, 
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« 40 ) n 
don, ont Gf abe fame due, fathered on 
the Synall of Swille, An 6 10, vrhich 
expeſlly amman⁰ó * 
Tytkhes ; and eas on a Weh Volley 
of Cuaſes, in Caſe of the leaſt Infring- 
ment, or Violation. I fay, Gentlemen, 
ſuch is this formidable Canon, if you 
will believe the honeſt Biſhop ; but, on 
the Evidence of our noble-Countryman 
{which, as more dilinteceſted, has a bet- 
ter Title to our Regard). The Council of 
that Year and Place is extent whole in 
diverſe Editions, as it was cendifiad by 
eight Biſbops, wh were at it a and. in thet, 


no Taſte is 2 any W * Viz, 
Tyihes. x 


However, Gentlemen, at laſt we have 

a genuine Preſcript of a Provincial Synod, 
held at Friuli in 791, in favour of Firſt- 

Fruits and Tythes. And what do you 
think is there made the Foundation of 
this ſtupendous Claim? Why truly the 
darling Text in Malachi, before quoted, 
3 Bring 


( 4t ) 

Bring ye all the Tythes into the Store- Houſe, 
Ge. Aodithiobeing confidently ſuppoſed to 
be ad much 4 Duty under the Golpet-Diſ- 
penſution, as under the Law, the revefend 
Fathers make no ſetup ple to 2 pply the 
Curſe denoutced u ch the ſame Chapter 


on the Jet fot their Diſobedletice, to 


tetrify their Plock into 4 blind Subjection 

to theit ſpiritual Shearets, Will a Mar 

h Gov? Tet: ye have robbed me. But 
ye fay, wherein bhuve we robbed thee ꝙ 

pt and Offerings. 

with a Curſe, for OT on 

this wore Nation. | 


But theſe W of Wis ehh 
 Ritiial, theſe Falfifications of Conticits, 
and theſe Abuſts of Authorities are but 
flight Samples of eccleflaſtic Cutting, 


atid to be eſteemed but the mere Belil- 


lows of theſe crafty God-$tniths to "fer 


thelr Forge to Work The very Able 
chernfelves are obliged to ſweat, at their 
Anvil, and lend them a Hand to ham- 


12 out Fetters to enllave Mankind. 
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Ye are curſe 
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Wenne BD: TP 6a ou. 7 ad 
* To.this End, er ken 100 Apoſ- 
| tolle Conſtitutions, forſooth, were fram'd; 
in which. all imaginable Care is taken 
of the Riches, Power and. Grandeur of 
the Church, which their venerable Maſ- 
ter ſo expreſſly obliged them to diſclaim 
In one Paſſage of theſe Tools of Prieſt- 
Craft, we are told that Firſt Fruits and 
Tythes are due by the Command of Gon; 
and that the Biſhop, as the Man of Gop, 
or rather his Embaſſador or Repreſentative, 
may command the Payment of them. 
In another St. Matthew: in Perſon i is 
introduced, preſcribing in the following 
dictatorial Manner, 1 Mathew, 1 
ordain that all F irſt-Fruj its be brou 
the Biſhops and to the Prieſts and to -4 
Deacons-for. their Maintenance; 3 and that 
all Tythes be offered for the reſt of the 
Clergy : and of Virgins, and of Widows 
and of poor People. And in a Third it 
18 ; commanded. to bonour, Prieſts as: King 
and! y, Tribute to o them, g as Kings; an _ 
the Particulars mentioned ir in that x . 


„ 


„n $6: 


e 0 
Speech of gamue / to the Fews,” to deter 
them from chuſing a King are urged, as 
belonging of Right to the Biſhiop, tho 
inſtanced Tyranny in the Prince: A 
Speech ſo very remarkable, Gentlemen, 
that, I think, it will be needleſs to make 


_ gs ur it at lange. 


e will bet the | Mariner of av ti: 
that ſhall reign oer yen: He will take 
your Sons, and appoint them for himſelf for + 
bis: Chariots,” and to be bis Horſemen, and 
ſame ſhall run before his Chariots. © And 
he will- appoint him Captains over Tou- 

fans, and Captains over Fifties,” and will 
ſet them to ear his Ground, and to reap 
his. Harveſt, and to make bis Inftru- 
ments of Mar, and | Inſtruments” of bis 
Chariots. And be will take your” Daugb 
ters to be Confectioners, and to be Cooks," 
and to be Bakers. And he will tate your. 
Fields, and your Vineyards, and your O. 
liveyards; even the beſt of them, and give 
them” to his Servants. And be will tale 
the aaa & your Seed, and of your Vine 

WR 2 6 yards, 


Servants: and your Maid-Serugnts, and 
yur, gaaaligſt yaung Men, and your Aﬀſes, 


| Favour of the Prieſthood: But tho' the 


l 


Fundus and give tn bis Officers aud to- hit 


Servants, And he will take your Men- 


and put then to bis Wark, He will tale 
the bench of yaur Sheep; and ye fpall be 
his Servants, And ye ſhall ory. ant in 
that Day, becauſe of your King which ye 
N ann 
eee wy: WY 


1 Ka without. the dealt 
GG the Authority of the Goſpels is 
made to ſuppart theſe inſolent Claims in 


Authority is imaginary, the Claims are 
real; and we are, in ſome Senſe, obliged 
to that Artificer of Fraud, whoever he was, 
that ſo plainly gave us to underſtand how 
dearly wewere to pay for the Tyranny of 
his Brethren: This is, indeed, a true Minia- 
ture of their Principles and Practice; and 


 Tſachar's Aſs, groaning under a double 
- Rurthey of Tythes and Donations, with 


an TOO. ra einne a- top, 


1s 


Sag) : 
is a . Prieſt-ridden 
Fa 2 90 aw e977 
61 wait. / ev 29 1 
by . impoſſible to take 1 
this Paſſage, without ohſerviag to you, 
with what Violence they 3 
n 


F. 
; Perce and . another | ſuperſeded; the 
on their own, | Tho' Bacrifices ceaſe, 
Tythes remain; and tho' the Tribe of 
| Levi is no where to be found, the Rights 
of that Tribe are to endure for ever. In 
ſhort, Whatever is for their Turn in the 
Law, however. foreign: to the Goſpel, 
they adopt; whatever the Goſpel enjoins, 
that is repugnant to their Claims under 
the Law, they reject; making the Scrip- 
tures, both ald and new, but a Maſk 
eee ee eee 
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Were we, Gentlemen, to take ſuch 
Liberties with the divine Writings in 
general, or this ſevete Speech of Samu- 


els in particular, what Reproaches, what 


Anathemas ſhould we "incur from the 
Pulpit ? what-Perſecutions, what Penal- 
ties from the Law ? But we are more 
modeft, and, content with Self- Defence, 
neither abuſe Reaſon nor pervert Revela- 


tion, to encroach on the bee, e or Poſ- 
| ſeſſions. = our » CP th 


1 4117 1 5 

Thus, e Ihave W R 
with a ſlight Sample of ſuch of their Arts, 
as refer to their Practices on the Mind, 
for eſtabliſhing their Claims to- worldly 
Wealth, in direct Oppoſition + Wi Doe- 
tines of Curiſ and 1 


Wert remain adobe ane to pins 


Body, and were propagated by Terror, 
Compulſion, Puniſhments and all the 
Power of the Civil Magiſtrate But 
how they attained the Uſe, or were 


in- 


. 


nn) 


| indulged in the Abuſe ef his /Power; 


will all moſt naturally under Conſid 
tion in our next; when we come to treat 
_ expreſaly of - ecclefiaſtic Jutiſdiction : a8 


likewiſe when we particularly examine 


the Progreſs of; Chriſtianity in this Iland, 
from the firſt Miſſion of Auſtinghe, Monk, 
to the Diſſolution of Epiſcopacy, in the, 
time of the; Civil-Wars. (1.477 4.77 


©0:fy44: 0151 vi ns 2841 n 


What, has been, already ſaid Will ſuffice 


to prove, that the very Ground - Work of 


this boaſted Eſtabliſhment, « of — 7 
| Revenues, was founded on Fraud at 


Deluſion, Avarice and Oppreflion, . 


the Superſtructure rais d by ſeryile Igno, = 


dance and blind Zeal. That che Grant 


to the Tribe of Levi neither did nor could 


refer to any other | Prieſthood; and is 
wholly inconſiſtent wich the diſintereſted 


Spirit "of the Goſpel. That the Wealth 


of the Church is the real AyT1-CHROT, 
and has been the. ſole Idol of cle rical 
Worſhip + for Numbers of Age — That, 


from- the. tine this Idol was r ſet up, 


9 lv. 


Piety, 


. 
_ — vw : * 
— — _ 


. 

1 > 

. 

» 
1 C * » : 
h * 3 * 
1 2 F : . 4 a 1 
— * 4 8 = T wa. +. — Do 4 . 9 — * 
8 2 — 2 8 N - 4 * — 7 
* ko = 
— 


: 
_—_ « 2 2 1 24 * 
—v— — 

. , CY rs 5 MOU 


— 


(8) 

Ply, enn und Gus 8 „ 
N ung al de epos 
Vices officiated in their ſtead; 
to the very old Remark, Phat with woed- 
n Gbaurel we" bad gelen Pn; ” but = 
 withgolderChaliers us bod wooden Preſs : 
or, more properly, eue oben 


tr len Het J oil: 1 


"Wa" Gentletti6n/ -In Nebrded df che 
Mſtab, that, after his Reſurrection, he 
fhroukd y 'to' bis" ApoRI, Ee f an 
_ with 50 Ahe! ro 757 EUA if the Mrd; 

cat 8 to Ry, ievording to the Inter- 
LD tion of our "Tiſk-Maftets, | 
& would preſide in his" Chdrct' to the 
end of the World: whetice it will infal- 
Bbly foo w, that that can be no Church of 
his where Gold is worſhipped in his 
Stead; where Meeknefs, "Auktiflicy, For- : 
ate ndver heard of "but in_the Lelbns 
ol he Daß, tead by lone ffatveling Cu- 
. rate, beg literally ſpeaking, Hoes not 
' by Bread alme, but by Wvery Wort that 
i, ao our * the” Mouth of G85; 

where 


- 


| 3 Flattern licks the Duſt on AE” 
fide and Tyranny tramples on Mankind 


on the other; where Religion gives the 


Precept, but 1 Liboniaid ſets the Exam- 
177 ; and, in one Word, where the 


** Hypocriſy, tho as brogd as 


; the Veil of the Temple, will not bie 


| the bloated Face of pamper'd Provide, 
lying in Afabuſh beneath it. 


| Here, Gentlemen, 1 ſhould conclude, 


but that anvther Paſſage from the illo- 
ſtrious Milton, comes ſo appoſitely in my 


7 Way, that my Diſcourſe would net come 
. a Proper Period without it. 


4 Ks for 
e and Cuſtom, and theſe many 
e Laws, which, you fay, have conferr'd 


« theſe. Benefits wpory you; it has beem 
© nothing elſe but the faperſtitions Des 
1 ron of Princes and great Men that 


* Ine no better, or the baſe Importu- 
00 oy IIS Friars, haunting and 
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11 
« haraſſing the Death-Beds of Men de- 
te parting this Life, in a blind and 
wretched Condition of Hope to me- 
rit Heaven for the building of Chur- 
ches, Cloyſters and Convents. The 
moſt of your vaunted Poſſeſſions, and 


er thoſe proud Endowments ye as ſin- 
fully waſte, what are they but the 
black Revenues of Purgatory, the 


Price of abuſed and murthered Souls; 
the damned Simony of Trentals 


and Indulgences to mortal Sin? How 


can ye chuſe but inherit the Curſe 
that goes along with ſuch a Patri- 
mony? Alas! if there be any Releaſe- 
ment, any Mitigation, or more tole- 
rable Being for the Souls of our miſ- 
guided Anceſtors; could we imagine 


there might be any Recovery to ſome 


* 


Degree of Eaſe, left for as many of 


« them as ate loſt, there cannot be a 


cc 


better Way "than to take the miſbe- 


' ſtowed Wealth which they were 


«, cheated of, from theſe our Prelates, 
e 


[ 5 } 5 
« who are the true Succeſſors of thoſe, | 
cc that help'd them into the other World, 
te with this Conceit of meriting by their 
Goods, which was their final Undoing ; 
, and to beſtow their beneficent Gifts 
* upon Places and Means of Chriſtian 
66 Education, and the faithful Labourers 
in Gods Harveſt, 
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— / "eek aue Truths from Priefts? 
| The Smiles of Courtiers and the Harlots Tears, 
The Tradeſman's Oath and Mourning of an Heir, 
Are Truths to what Pritfis 10. 
0b why has Priefthood Mn, Yes 
. aA yer to be believed? | 
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HE Abſuriities maintain'd 
by Priefts, and by which 
they are maintain'd, are ſo 
flagrant, that, were it not 
for their Concern in the 
of they muſt laugh abundantly, in 
their Sleeves, at any ſerious Undertaking 

to refute them: But, tho“ thoſe in the = 
Secret ever ſo manifeſtly conſider Gaia 
Es B 25 


g. 4 7; . : l - 
o5 pM - * 1 . * 1 1 * 
L * -4 : " 
*. » = 
* = 
£ = 
* f * ; 
- 8 1 
3 * p q % 2 
% Ks wats. * 
4 L 
. — - 


as the 1 Godlines, "4 have, never- | 
 theleſs, the Art to make Deceit itſelf ap- 
pear ſo venerable, that Mount Sinai, with 
all its Thunders, ſeem'd not more unap- 
proachable to the wondring Maelites, 
than the Church and its Authorities to 
modern Bigots: Nor has it been the Fault 
of our conſcientious Prelates, that whoever 
treſpaſſed on the Bounds of one, did 
not incur the ſame” Penalties with him, | 
who preſum'd to encroach on the other : 
Had they but Power to ena&t, That 
whoever intrudes ſhould die, there is no 
need to fear their not exacting Obedience, 
or infiſting on the F e 


This dreadful Pale of Separation we 
once in Being even in this Land of 
Liberty, and Hiſtory is full of its tragic 
Effects: we have infinite Reaſon then to 
make Uſe of this golden Period to prevent 
its Re-eſtabliſhment' and continue the 
Bleſſings we enjoy down to the lateſt 
Poſterity. The Mercies of Prieſts like 
« the Wicked: are Cruelty ; and 'tis 


Charity 


=o 3) 


Charity 5 the deluded, as well as Self- 


Defence, to 2 Mankind 9 we 


| 9 xp Bolt 5 


. . 


100 1 Order e had in Tendernefs 


to thoſe who have been hitherto frighted 
from attempting their own Deliverance, 
we muſt attack even Hypocriſy and Ab- 


ſurdity with a grave Face; and confine 


our ſelves principally. to Reaſoning, tho 
the Subject infinitely better deſerves — 
_ tl Rtloule: UW L 
enden one Pilar of this Houſe 
of Dagon wie have already ſhaken to its 


Foundation; and, with Truth on our Side, 
vue need not fear giving an equal Shock to 


the other: not being of God it cannot 
ſtand; and if it falls, let the Philiſtines 


beware]! In our laſt, - we proved, that 


Tythes were of Antichriſtian Growth; 
and in this we ſhall endeavour to do the 
ſame by Eccleſiaſtic Juriſdiction, Power: 
and Titles. | 
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OW befote we. 8 ms RY 
may be thought ſo dry a Diſquiſition, 
let me have the Honour of entertaining 
you wich u ſhoft how en — 


* Fl \ y 
4 * 


2 a3 pen a: Tims; + the a Seed 
all the Members to meet in the Guild, 
fbr the Common Good (as A/op's 
Chtonicles aver many ſtranger Acci- 
* dents) The Head by Right takes the 
| © firſt Seat, and next to it a huge and 
e monſtrous Men, little leſs than the 
Head it ſelf, growing to it by a nar- 
*.rower Excreſceney. The Member: 
ama d, began to aſk one another what 
he was that took Place next their Chief; 
none could refolve ; Whereat the Wen, 
© tho! ſomewhat unwieldy, with much 
*. adv gets up, and ſpeaks to the Aſſembly 
*-to this Purpoſe : That as, he was in 
Place ſecond to the Head, ſo by due 
of Merit; that he was to it an Orna- 
ment, and Strength, and of ſpecial near 
e * 


- Py 


TY 


. Relation; and that, if the Head heul 
fall, none wete fitter than himſelf to 


_ *- ſtep into his Place; therefore, he thought 

© jt" for the Honour of the 
*-ſuch Dignities and rich Endowments 
© ſhould be decreed him, as did adorn 


and ſet out the nobleftMenibers. To this 
was anfwered, That it ſhould be con- 
© ſalted. Then was a wiſe, and learned 

Philoſopher ſent for, that knew all the 


Charters, Laws, and Tenures of the 
Body: On him it is impoſed by all, as 


© chief Committee, to examine and diſ- 
© cuſs the Claim and Petition of Right 


put in by the Ven; who, ſoon per- 
ceiving the Matter, and wondring at 
'© the Boldneſs of ſuch a ſwollen Tumour, 


Bottle of vicious and - harden'd Excre- 
* ments, contend with the lawful and 
free · born Members, whoſe certain Num- 
. © ber is ſet by an ancient and itrepeal- 
Ws, able Statute ? Head thou art none, tho' 


thou receive this huge Subſtance from 


CL A What Office beareſt 7hou What 
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Bach, that | 
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Good cant thou ſheu by thee done to 
i the Common-Weal? The Hen; not ba- 
r daſht, replies, That his Office was 
£. -his Glory; for ſo oſt as the-Soulwauld 


— out of the Head, from over the 
e ſteaming Vapours of the lower Parts, 


1 2 to divine Contemplation, with nam ine 
found the pureſt and quieteſt Retreat, 
as being the moſt remote from Soil, 


and Diſturbance. Lourdan! quoth the 
« Philoſopher,” thy Folly is as great as thy 
Filth; know that all the Faculties of 
n nee confin'd of old to their 
© ſeveral: Veſſels: and Ventricles, from 
« which they cannot part without Diſſo- 


+ lution of the whole Body; and that 


thou containſt no good Thing in thee, but 


Sg . a Heap of hard and loathſome Unclean- 


neſs, and art to the Head a foul Disfigure- 


ment and Burden; when I have cut thee 


off, (as by the Help of theſe Implements 
8 * * my all Men all 6.2! 6! 


"© 


thoſe” Times; but theſe were modeſt 
n ſ to 


7 60 Sib; W 1 Wens of 
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to ſuch as have been gathering ſince ; ſuch 


as have not only contended for a Right 
to lord it over the Members, but a Right, 


a divine Right even to joſtle the very Head 


out of its Place; at leaſt to . with 
him in his Pre- eminence and juriſ- 
diction; and give the Law as abſolutely 
to tlie Body, in one half of its Offices, as 
the Head in the other But of theſe 
more in their Place We are now 


to proceed to this myſterious, divine 


Right; which, tho' a ſelf-evident Abſur- 
dity and demonſtrated to be ſo, over and 


over again, by ſome of the moſt maſterly 


Hands in the Univerſe, muſt be warr'd 


with perpetually, that its Power and In- 
fluence may be deſtroy'd, as well as its 


Title: To leave the Enemy till in Poſ- 


ſeſſion i is to loſe the Uſe of Victory; and 
barren Laurels in Controverſy, are as 


little to be valued as an empty Triumph, 
without any Acquiſition to render it of 


Importance to the Common-Wealth, as 


well as honourable to the Conqueror. 
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ens FY 9 . 
3 omg © 4 
5 — ; 
2.255 we find,” at the very 5 
3 nquiry, chat r 1 
— 0 Layman, of the Tri 4 
| — in {rae without _ 
gi 1 either to the Throne 
T 3 Interview 
3 and in his cee e | 
— ofes, avowedly declares 2 
12 3 Cites - 
His pes — 2 
7 =o 74g that the Prieſt 3 
b 6 . 
bs regs. xs 0 * In 
4 be to him inftead of. 3 
— of vrhich en 8 | 
when Was 
SR nw s Sls fol 
IN *twas delivered Io en 
2 Auron not being enger 5 
- Adoſes; er er J 
_—— the utmoſt - Favour-. 2 
him v "Ry afar off; W | 
_ 18 


Ms it's "4 5 

eee e nan; as th 
with his Friend, face to face : But = 
| © Aimighty\gracioully beſtowing Forty 1 
5 on the Ritual of the Jews, though 
created the Univerſe in Si; Aaron, even 
in his immediate Preſenee, as one may 


his room; and by this Means, ſo highly 
provokes his righteous Brother, that, in 


his Rage, he breaks the ſacred Tables 
engraved by the Finger of Gop himſelf; 


and, in Conſequence, puts his Omnipo- 
tence to Forty Days more Trouble to 
renew them. Nor is the fatal Event of 


this ſtrange Story leſs remarkable, or 


more for the Honour of Prieſts, than the 


amazing Levity. which occaſioned it: 


For whEẽ Moſes, afier having wonder- 


fully calcined this upſtart Deity, cries - 


out Wee Side, let him 
come unte Me“ 


Miniſters in the late Sacrifice) gat ber 


them feldes together unto him. Aud be ſaid 


| ts then; thus ſaith the Lonv Gen 
— Pp SUL 8 5 ISRAEL, 


immediately all tb 
Sent of Levi (no. Doubt the principal 
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Len AE, put every Man his Sword, by bis 
Side, and go in and out from Gate to 


Gate, throughout the Camp, and ſiay gvery 


Man his Brother, and every Man his 
Companion, and every Man his Neighbour | 
And the Children of Levi did according 
to the Word of Mosxs, and there fell that 
Day about three thouſand Men-—-- And 
this extroradinary Action was done it 
ſeems, Gentlemen, even to qualify them 
for the Prieſthood, For Moss had ſaid 


conſecrate yourſelves to-day to the Lok D, 


even every Man upon his Son, and every 
Man upon his Brother, that be may be- 


- flow à Bleſſing upon you this Day. 


anſwerable Proof of the divine Lega- 
tion of Moss; and that a Prieſt may 


An 


be cruel W S n 


Ir—_ 


Mi ing on, tho Pins han- 


duch of the Lay-Beaſts, as the reverend 


Mr. Leſley is pleaſed to call them, were 
to fall indiſcriminately to appeaſe the 


divine Vengeance, Aaron, the firſt Mover, 
was not to loſe his Preferment. Twas 
5 3 enough 


| (mn) 
enough for him to ſay with a diſſem- 
bpled Humility, Let not the Anger of 
ny Lord wax hot ! Thou - knoweft tbe 
People; that they are ſet on Miſchief : 
And that, on throwing the Gold, he had 
levied on them, into the Fire, out came 
this Calf, and all is. well: Neither Moſes, 
nor God himſelf reſent any farther this 
Apoſtacy of their firſt Miniſter, but pro- 
| ceed, as before, to prepare for his Or- 
dination with all the Pomp imaginable-— 
This, however, is obſervable in the Ce- 
temony, which is the great Point we 
aim at, that Moſes conſecrates him with 
his own Hand, by the Directions of Goo 
himſelf; prefacing to the People, This 
is the Thing which the Lord nn com- 
. to be done, 


* 


Thus the civil Magittrate is bete in- 
troduced: publicly, and in Perſon, con- 
ſecrating the Miniſters of the Altar; and 
not only Aaron the chief Prieſt, but his 


Sons alſo; nay, for the Time being, he 
2 officiates as a Prieſt: as if to 


, | Cz make 


from the Lord himſelf went out, and 


II 12 ” | 
make it daten, that che Office 
they were to hold, was but a Deputa · 
tion from him; and which he, as the 
Head of the People, had the primary 
Right to exerciſe whenever he pleaſed--- 
Yet farther; when Nadab and Abibu, tho 
the Sons of Aaron, . fond of handfelling 
their new Cenſers and of making a Fi- 
gure before the People, preſſed to the Al- 
tar, with ſtrange Fire which the Lord tom- 
manded them: not, twas not their divine 
Right that could excuſe them: But Fire 


devoured them ; An AARON, tho pre- 
ſent, held his Peace: nay Moſes com- 
mands the Father and the Brothers not 
to mourn for the Slain: And tis ſtrong- 
ly inſinuated by God himſelf in the next 
Verſe, forbidding Aaron and his Sons 
the Taſte, of Wine and ſtrong Drink, 
3 Pain of Death, when they entered 
the Tabernacle, that the Conduct of 
theſe hot, young Prieſtlings on this Oc- 


. ca ſion, had given Riſt to this ſudden 


Wer A very wholeſome Hint, Gen- 


tlemen, 


— T 


1 


Iz oy 
ne ene all Perfuains 
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—* WY m e pe e the 66. 
* periority- of the Magiſtrate ovor the 
Prieſt, Moſes chides in Anger with E- 
Laar and Tthamar, Aarons ſurviving 
| Hons, for not having eaten the Sin · offer 
| ing in the holy Place, as God had oom 
manded; and nothing leſs than Aaron s 
pleading his and their apparent Unwor- 
thineſs, on account of the late Treſpaſs of 
Nadal and Abibu could appeaſe, him 
But this Struggle for Power and Prece- 
dency with the civil Magiſtrate, even in 
| theſe early Days of the Priefthood, and 
its tragical Event, were not ſufficient to 
deter them from a farther Tryal; Aaron 
himſelf, in Conjunction with his Siſter 
Miriam, preſumes next to rival him in 
both. Harb the Loxb, ſay they; indeed 
polen any unto Mosxs? Hath be not 
ſoſten alſa by us? Nor. till Gad himſelf 
interpoſes again in Favour of his Friend 
| WOE the Irapeptinencd of Mi. 


riam 


(114 ] 
riam with a Leproſy, do they return to 
their Duty and humble themſelves: on 
Account of their ridiculous Uſurpation. 
Vet even theſe aſpired only to an m_ 
lity with the | ſupreme 'Magiſtrate, not 
to. chaſe him entirely out of the Houſe 
of the Lord and arrogantly advance 
themſelves in his room. Indeed their 
Conduct on this Occaſion was a pretty 
glaring Inſtance of Prieſtly Ingratitude; 
for Moſes "had taken care to ſecure to 
them the Be, of the Oil, the Bft of the 
Wine, the Beſt of the Wheat, and what 
was firſt ripe of every Kind of Fruit, and 
yet all would not do, unleſs they ſhared 3 in, 
or perhaps in Tithe monopolized the Sove. | 
reignty too: And as theſe aſpired to be 
joint Legiſlators with Moſes, ſo the Sons of 
Levi aſpired to be joint High-Prieſts with 
Aaron; which provoked the meckeſt of 
Men as he is called; to utter that prophe- 
tical Reproach. N tate h much upon Jou, 
- ye Sons of L BVI] Seemeth'it a fnall 7 


unto you, that the God of ISRAEL batb 
TO” you from the Congregation of 


ISRAEL 


-.. TS} TI 
ISRAEL fo bring you near to himſelf, Ge. | 
| bes Fore * . 1 Ak 


.-- Such an path Spirit” I 
among Ecclefiaſtics appointed by Gon 
himſelf; and ſo hard were they to be kept 
within due Bounds, even by him that made 
them; tho' the Earth opened, the Fire 
of the Lord deſcended and Plagues of all 
Sorts inſtantly raged to puniſh their 
Temerity ! — But with whatever Dif- 
 ficulty twas done, Moſes, with Gad . 
mighty for his Second, made a Shift to 
maintain his Superiority; tho not without 
the Aſſiſtance of Seventy Elders choſen 
from among the Laity by the Advice of 
Fethro, to be his Co-adjutors. Nay, 
when Aaron was to be gathered to his Peo- 
ple, by an expreſs Meſſage from the Deity, 
he was not truſted to name or gonſecrate 
his Sucoeſſor: But Moſes,taking upon him 
again the prieſtly Office, ſtrips Aaron of 
his Garments, a little oddly it muſt be 
owned, even before his Death and puts 
them on Eleaxar his Son: And when _—_ 


where the Caſe — ian, Ghile 
a eee e 


Josuu a, Gad, ſtill diſdaining all imme- 
diate Correſpondence with thoſe holy 


| [x6 1 5 
he bimſelf received the fame Noties of 
his approaching End, by divine Com- 
mand he appoints Foſhua to ſucceed 
him; Eleazar the new Highs Prieft be- 


the Judgment f URIM, before: the Lord: 


And God, in Perſon, afterwardslimits ex- 


th the- Letter of the Law delivered by 


 Aofes : which-very-plainly indicates no 
new Powers were delegated- to the Prieſt- 


nate, as. before, to the civil Magiſtrate 3 
2nd; had no Authority beyond the Sanc- | 
mary, to offer Sacrifices, receive Tythes, 
read the Law and determine oontrover- 
ſial Points, in concert with the Judge, 


1 5 Gas, tro the 1 of 


Honour to the Genctal only: And when 


2 — 1 


(5. 


any extraordinary Action is to be done, 


bis uniform Phraſe to Joſhud is, Com- 
mand the Prieſts; as thoſe who were to 
all: Iatents and Purpoſes the Servants of 


the ſupreme Magiſtrate. 'Tis obſervable : 


alſo, from the the ſeventeenth Chapter of 
Judge, that Lay-Orditation was not 
confined to the Magiſtrate only; but, as 
he nominated the public Prieſts, every 
private Man inſtituted whom he pleaſed 
for his domeſtic Chaplain. Thus AGcah 
firſt; conſecrates one of his Sons to be 
his Prieſt ; and afterwards, when an iti- 
nerant Levite, who was. out of Place, 

luckily - fell in his Way, he hites his 
Holineſs for ten Shekels of Silver by the 


Year, a Suit of Apparel, and the Run 


of his Kitchen; and not only hires, but 
conſecrates him too; adding this remark- 


| able Expreſſion , „ Which 0 accounts 


for all the voluntary Conceſſions made to 
the Clergy, from the Beginning to this 
Day; Now know I that the Loxp will 
do me Good, ſeeing I have a EeviTs to 
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1 3) 
Adventure has ſomething in it fo cha- 
racteriſtical of our ſpiritual Guides, that it 


emphatically deſerves a Diſcourſe byitſelf; 


Which, in due Time, we may, perhaps, 
pinion to the Conn of * 0 


ie Kyi Geddes it plainly ap- 


pears, that the Fewi/b Magiſtracy was ſu- 
periour to the Prieſthood; but, after the 


Death of Fora and under the lax Go- 
vernment of the JuDGes, in ſpite of the 


Conſtitutions appointed by God himſelf, it 


muſt be owned the Prieſthood ufurped the 


Power of the Magiſtracy; and what 
were the Conſequences ? Why truly Luſt, 

Rapine, Atheiſm, even in the Holy of 
Holies; Battles loſt to their Enemies the 
Pbiliſtines; and the myſterious Ark itſelf 


made a Prey to the Uncircamciſed! 


Nor, whatever Advantages they obtained 


for awhile under the leſfs-obnoxious Go- - 
vernment of Samuel, his Sons ſoon de- 


generated like thoſe of Eli Turning 


| afide after Lucre, taking Bribes, and per- 
m—_— eee in ſo much that the 


People 


05 1% „ 
People. grew weary 44 . | 

able Yoke and thought that of King- 
| ſhip, however dreadfully painted by Sa, 
muel,” the more eligible of the Two-- 
From which Time, the Prieſt again acts 

an-under-Part ; and tho' Saul (who ſeems 
to haye been elected only for the Con- 
ceit of his being in Search ofcertain 
ſtrayed Aſſes). according to the Text, The 
Aﬀes thou wentft to ſeek are found; I ſay, 
tho Saul ſtood in Awe of the Prophet, 

wha defigned him only to be his Crea- 
ture, yet Abimelech the Prieſt had no 
ſooner declared himſelf of the Faction 


of David his Rival, but he ordered both 


him and all his Family to be put to the 
Sword, as guilty of High Treaſon againſt 
the State: Abiather too, the only one 
who eſcaped the Slaughter, tho his Fa- 


mily was ruined for their Attachment ta 


David, is afterwards degraded from the 
Prieſthood by Solomon and Zadok ad- 
vanced in his Stead. The fame Solbmon, 
likewiſe, at the Dedication of his Tem- 
Pe takes upon him, in the Right of 


D 2 Moſes 


(eo) 
Moſes, the whole facerdotal Office, as 


| David had done before, on his Conduct. 
ing the Ar# to Feruſalem: "Tis he that 


prays, vows, bleſſes, ſacrifices, and per. 
forms all the ſupreme Functions of the 
Altar; while the Prieft, and Levites, are 
only his Miniſters and Aſſiſtants. Nor 
was the regal Power exerted in the SanQtu. 


ary only in Points of Ceremony or Autho- 


rity, bur in thaſe of Property alſo; Thus 
when the Prieſts had for Vears together 
ſecreted the Money, which King Feboaſh 
had giyen them a Power to folicite for 
repairing the Temple, and a Cheſt (no 
Doubt ſtrongly barricaded) was appoint- . 
ed Recejver-General in their Stead, his 
Jewiſb Majeſty appoints his gecreticy to 


be a Check on the High- Prieſt, at the 


Opening of it; and in ſeeing it beſtowed 
according. to the religious Intent of the 


Donors: To which may be added, that 


Fofiah ated on the like Occaſion in the 
like Manner: and yet farther, chat all theit 
Prin ges, not excepting the greateſt Bigots 
among n. 1 55 no 9 to invade 

| the 


"Ro. 
the holy * and apply its Riches 
tothe Service of che State, as often as the 
Exigency of their Affairs required it. 


Upon the Whale, chen, tis manifeſt chat 
what Power the Prieſthood. had under 
the Moſaic 


ion, was confined 
ſolely to the Interpretation of the Law; 
which being of a" mixed Nature, part 
civil, part religious. and the Duties of 
both enforced with the fame Puniſh- 
ments, naturally and in a Manner neceſ- 
ſirily repoſed a double Truſt in the Bo- 
ſom of the Prieſt: but rhis Truſt was fo 
far from being inde t of the fu- 
preme Magiſtrates, at, as far as it re- 
lated to Temporals, it was in the ſtricteſt 
Subordination to him; and i in Spirituals, 
it was equally | fobordinate to the written 
Law given by Moſes, under God, their 
original Legiflator: Conſequently admit- 
ted little Room for prieſtly Encroach- 
ments, under any F, bow ſpe. 
ious ſever,” COPY 


Neither 


* 22 


* 


deten gy it du kh * ec. 
| 08 nde mee ay bther, than a 
kind of ſtated Referees, by whom all In- 
tricacies, ariſing from Obſcurities in the 
Text, were to be explain'd and determi- 
ned; not arbitbarily, or according to their 
own Will and Pleaſurę, hut agreeable to 
the true Meaning of thoſe ancient Sta- 
tutes; which, twas ſuppos d, they under: 
ſtood beſt, as converting with them moſt ; | 
but even in the midſt of theſe, the King 
prefided, as well as among the feyenty 
Elders which form d their Senate; as 18 
manifeſt from that Paſſage in the ſecond 
Book of Chronicles : Moreover in IxRxu- 
 SALEM did JEROSHAPHAT: ſet of the 
LEYITES and of the Pr1esTs, and of 
the Chief of . the Fathers of —.— fer. 
the Judgment of_the. Lax, end for Con- 
troverfees, when they returned to JERU- 
SALEM, And, to crown all, tis likewiſe de- 
monſtrable, that the aner Court of the 
| Elders had the Supremacy over this of 
the Eccleſiaſtics: for when the Prieſts 


and 


TW. 

ind Prophets had condemned 'Feremiah 
the Prophet to Death, for eng pro- 
pheſyd againſt Feruſalem; the Elders 
put 4 Negative on their Sentence, ſaying; 
This Man is not worthy to die, for be 
hath ſpoken to ws in the Name F the 
LoxD oux Gop; which is, beſide, a preg. 
nant Proof that tis not Equity, but Ven- 
geance vrhich is principally purſued bytheſe 
holy Aſſaſſins; and that to be an Enemy 
to chem, is the readieſt Road to be de- 
dar'd an Enemy to the State; as Jere 
may himſelf ſufficiently evinees in one 
of his ſubſequent Chapters. Then Jad: 
they: Come'! Let us deviſe Devices againſt 
JexEMIAn! For the Law ſhall not perifh- 
from the Prieſt, nor Council from the Miſe, 
nor the Word from the Prophet : Come 1 
and let us finite bim with the Tongue ! and 
Jt us Foo. 8 Heed to any of his Words ! 


But. notwidiianding the InnvinersMe 
Checks on theſe venerable Rabbies, the 
Law it ſelf, tho“ revealed, from the Top . 
of Mount Sinar, by the Almighty in 

2 Perſon, 


1 

Perſon, by Sound of Trumpet mmi 

the Roarings of continued Thunders, be. 

came a Grievance in their Hands; and 

Ezekiel, in his adotable Name, expreſſly 

ceeooncdlemns it, as a Burthen too heavy for 

human Nature to bear. -Wherefore I gave 

them-alſo Statutes that were not good; and 

Judgments ubereby they could not live. 

Haigh goes yet farther; and, in the Name 

of the Lord, cle dn Oblations vain, 

their Incenſe an Abomination, their new 

Moons, Sabbaths, and Aſſemblies, what 

he cannot away with, and Iniquity even 

their ſolemn Meeting. My. Sou hateth 

them, lays he, they are a Tronble unto me; 
Tam weary 40 bear them. And Jeremiah, 

makes Gon abſolutely diſclaim their very 

Appointment. . For I ſhake not unto your | 
Fathers, nor communded them in the Day, 
 thab I brought them out of the Land of 
EcvPT, concerning burnt Offerings, or 
Sarrifices ;- But this I commanded them, 
ſaying, Obey my. Voice, and I will be 
your Gon, and ye ſhall ny People ! To 
conclude uren * Head; 2 by 


the 


* 


bs, 


the fame nt { FOO having | 
ſet aſide the whole Pomp of Cetetnony 
and Sacrifice as deteſtable to God and 
uſeleſs to Man, gives us the Sum of or 
Duty in Three ſhort Prevepts, that pro- 


claim their own Divinity. Do fai - 


Lebe Mercy! Walk bumbl toith thy Ged ! 


Thus Gentlemen, in Geddes to 
Holy Writ, ſhould we allow that the 
Power of the Prieſthood- was originally 
appointed by Gop, tis clear, that very 
Power was under ine Dielen of tl 
Magiſtrate, and the Prieſts thetnfelves 
bat a Part of his State-Equipage: By the 
fame. Revelation, tis like wiſe as clear, 
that this Appointment, of whatever Na- 
ture it was, was limited to the eus only, 
as Gop's peculiar People; nor is there 
one Text in che whole Bible, that renders 
it their Duty to make Convetts, or props 
gate the ſame Ritual thro* the neighbour- 
ing Nations: Drive out the Canaanites j we 

meet with often, but, convert them! 
never: whence tis 8 that, if they 

were 


/ 


[26] 
were not enjoin'd, i in thoſe Days, to extend 
their Faith with their Monarchy, or en- 
deavour to proſelyte thoſe they could not 
conquer, none. of their Ceremonials can 
poſſibly be binding to us, at this Diſtance 
of Time and Place; but, as we are free 
from the Burthen of their Sacrifices, Cir- 
cumciſions, &c. we are as little liable to 
the Impoſition of their Prieſts, or the 
Exaction of n to maintain chem. | 


But Holy Writ, as e ſeen, he 
ther informs us, Gop himſelf was weary 
of them, as well as the People; and 
ſo averſe to their being propagated, or 
even continued in his own Sanctuary, that 
he ſpeaks of them with loathing: And, 
tis yet more remarkable, that tho the 
Prophets, who foretell the approaching 
Ruin of the Monarchy, never fail to add, 
that it ſhall be reſtored. with greater Luſ- 
tre than ever ; yet thoſe who ſpeak with 
ſuch Bitterneſs of the Prieſts, as Isa1Aan, 
Therefore the Lord will cut off from 
Iſrael, Head and Tail, Branch. and Ruſh, 


(or 


or perhaps Root) in one Day; the ancient 
and honourable, * awho is the Head, and the 
Prophet, that teacheth Lies, uo is the Tail. 
For the Leaders of this People cauſe them 
to err and they that are led of them 
are. deſtroyed. Again in another Place. 
His Watchmen are blind; they are all 
ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they 
cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, loving 
to ſlumber. .. ea, they are greedy Dogs, 
which can never have enough; and they 
are Shepherds that cannot underſtand ; 
they all look to their own Way, every one 
for his Gain from his Quarter. Come'ye, 
ſay they, I will fetch Wine and we will 
fill our ſelves with ſtrong Drink; and to- 
morrow. , ſhall be as this Day, and much 
more abundant. Thus Jeremy, likewiſe. 
The Prieſts ſaid not -where is the Lord? 
And they that handle the Law, knew-me 
not: The Paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt 
me, and the Prophets propbęſied by BAAL 
and walked after Things, that do not pro- 
fit. Again. The Prophets propheſyed falſiy, 
and the Prieſts bear rule by. their Means; 


1 and 
* in the Text He. 


" 1 

and my People love to have it ſos And 
what will ye do in the End thereaf ? 
Again. For the Paſtors are become bru- 
tiſh and have not fought the Lon; 
therefore 'they ſhall not proſder and. all 
their Flocks ſhall be ſcattered. Again, 
Many Paſtors have deſtroyed my Vine- 
yard, they have trodden my Portian under 
Foot. They have made thy pleaſant 
Portion a deſolate Wilderneſs. The whole | 
Land is made. deſolate, becauſe no Man 
layeth it to beart. Again. Then the 
LoRp ſaid unto me. The Propbets pra- 
Plehn Ties iu my Name. 1 ſent them not, 
 weitber have I commanded them, neither 
Jpake unto them : they propheſy unto you 
 @ falſe Vifon and Divination, and a 
thing of nought, and the Deceits of their 
Heart, Again. For both Prophets, and 
Prieſts are profane, yea, in my Houſe have 
J found their Wickedneſs, ſaith the LoRD, 
I bave ſeenalſoin the Prophets of Jeru- 
ſalem an horrible Thing; they commit A. 
dultery and walk in Lies : They ftrengthen 
alſo the Hands of evil. Doerr, that owe 

81 of 


(<9) 
dub return from bis Wickedneſs : They 
are all of them unto me as SohoM and 
 GoMoRRAH ; therefore, thus faith the 
LoxD of HosTs, cancer ning the Profibets. 
Behold ! I will feed them with Worm- 
wood and make them drink the Waters 
of Gall: For, fraw the Prophets of 
JERUSALEM, #5 Profaneneſ; gone forth 
into all the Land. Again in Eznx1nz, 
Becauſe, ' with Lies ye bave made the 
Heart of the Righteous ſad, whom I have 
not made ſad, and firengthened the Hands 
of the Wicked, that be fbauld not return 
from bis wicked Way, by promifing him 
Life : Therefore, . ye Hall ſee no more 
Vanity, or divine Drvinations: For 1 
will deliver my Peaple aut of your Hand, 
and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, 
Again. Thus faith the Loxn Gon uno 
the Shepherds wo be to the Shepherds of 
I8RAEL rhat do feed themſelves! Should 
not the Shepherds feed the Flocks ?* Ye 
eat the Fat, and ye clathe ye with the 
Wool; ye kill them tbat are fed; but ye 
feed not the Flack. Therefore, O ye Sbep- 
berds ! 


een 

, bes- the Mord f the. Lonp 
Tias auth the Lox D Go, bebbld I an 
_ - againſt the Shepherds, and Iwill reguire 
m Hoc at their Hund, and cauſe them 
1 ceuſe from feeding the Flach, neither 
hall the Shepherds feed tbemſelues any 
more; for Favill deliver my Flock from 
'their Month, that they may not be Meat 
fur them. In :ſhort, Gentlemen, there 
i no End of Quotations of this Nature; 
but, as I was. before obſerving, tho! they 
_ uniformly ſpeak of the Reſtoration of 
their Kings, they ſeldom or ever qualify 
this exceeding Bitterneſs of theirs, with 
even a conditional Promiſe of equal 
Grace to the Prieſts . Tis true 088 
die introduces, by way of Viſion, 
Angel preparing the Model of a new 
Temple in a new City, and Gad him- 
ſelf appointing how he will be worſhip- 
ped in it: But, as it does not appear 
that this Deſign ever took Place in 
Reality, we are under a. Neceſſity of ſup- 
poſing Gad to be ſo provoked at their 
N Perverſeneſs, — he ren 


I» 1. 

of his intended Favour; and left them 
the bare Plan only, to continue as a Me- 
morial of their » N 0 all 
. e 39; Þ 1 2 

- Thus, Collide is one wal think 1 
michs be concluded from the Authority 
of God himſelf,” that he was tired, and 
not without great Reaſon, of his Ert 
appointed Prieſthood; and that, in the Old 
Teſtament, at leaſt, he never, in Earneſt, 
nominated any other to ſucceed them. 
But, this Difficulty, however great it 
may appear to ſecular Eyes, ſerves only 
to illuſtrate the Ingenuity of Eccleſiaſtics: 
For, by the Contents they have annexed 
to the Chapters of theſe way- ward Pro- 
phets and the running Heads on Top of 
the Columns, it ſeems that the Words 
Jacob and Tfrael, whenever any Promiſes 
of worldly Pomp, Wealth and Great 
neſs are annexed to them, mean the 
Cnuxck; and that tis only our Lay- 
Ignorance make us wonder that they 
were never. yet fulfilled in Favour of 
the Fews, to whom only they ſeem to 
| 8 | be 


i 32 3 
be addrefded: But, with this Clue, all Per. 
plexities are temoved at once; and we 
dme no longer at Loſs to account for 
the Ambition or Avarice of our | 
Fathers; or to reconcile Prophecy, and 
Fact in theſe, and ſuch like myſterious 
Texts. Ob thou afflicted, fays IsAian, 
_ Poffed: with Tempeſts; and not comforted 
behold," I will lay thy Stones with fair Co. 
leurs, and lay thy Foundations with Sa- 
Phires: And. 1 will make thy Windows 
with Agate, and thy. Gates of Carbuncles, 
end all 72 Borders with pleaſant Stones-- 
I was going on ſmoothly. with my. Quo- 
tation, Gentlemen, as a Truth not to 
be diſputed, when the very next Verſes 
ſeem to knock all on the Head again; 
and to manifeſt very clearly, that Or- 
thodony itſelf is liable to Miſtakes - 
The reſt of the Paſſage runs thus 
A all thy Children: fhall be taught of 
tbe Lon, and great ſhall be the Peace 
of thy Children. In | Righteouſneſt ſhalt 
thou. be eftablifhed: ; thou ſhalt ve far 
from Oppreſſion, for thou ſhult not | Fear ; 


1 33 3 TY 
df Terror, 2 ry = 


thee —— Zentleme | 
is N really es to the Church | 
| 95 it ever be in "Danger « as We 


have. been often affured i it bas, by ſome | 


of its. moſt 1 Advocates? How 


could 1 be far from Oppreſſion, when 
ny 5 Dple lay Oppreſſion | and kb 


nions ? How con Id it cltabliſhed i 
Righteouſneſs, when the, fame Perſon 


undertake to. prove it was founded. on © 
1 85 Fo and Corn tion ? Or how can” 


id to be in Peace, 
Og 3 at YALL Practice to bite 
and worry one another, and Feſus hims 


elf is pleaſed to declare, He came wt ak 5 


. Peage, but 4 b; 


 Homever, io paß over 5 idle 1 80 | 


vile, let us la. with their dextrous 
Way of unriddligg Prophecies — Ariſe} 


fays the ame Prophet, Shine, for the | 


Light i is come, and the Glory of. the Loxp 
10 ee. n thee | 40 0 EM Gl TILES 
.. Yau F | © ſhall 


Church have TR. in ok Compa- . 


me 


ul come. to 6 Lids and' Kings 7 
"the Bb F thy R. Lift up 
thine Eyes round about and ſet all 7 
gether themſelves together — — Jie Mul- 
| fitude of Camels, fall cover thee ; the 
 Dromedaries of Mivian and Rruan: 
Gald aid Incenſe, and they ſal ſeu 
forth the Fra of the Lond. Al the 
Hut of Kevan Ha be, gathered lo- 
on gether unto thee, the Kean of NevAtors 
fol ms wnto Sher; they ſhall com: 
| en wine Altar, and 
T wit pres the Houſe of my Glory. 
N are. theſe that fly as 4 Cloud and 
as the Doves to their Windows ? Surely 
the Tiles ſhall wait for me and the —_ 
of Tannin f, to bring my Sens 
from far, their Sifver and their (Gold 
_ 2nith rhem And the Sons of Stranger, 
ſhall Build up thy Walls, and their Kings 
ſhall minifter unto thee——For the Nation 
and Kingdom, that will 1 
al periſþ; yes, thoſe Nations ſhall be 
AFP + 268.7 Sons alſe of them 
that 


| 


As). | 
alt come bending 10 


thet offi thee. 


thee. and all they tht defied. + 6 „ ſhall 


bow.  themfebves. doon of the Sales of thy 
Fart. Strangers fa fand and feed 
z. Flocks end the Sons of the Aliens 
ſhall be jour, Pbbmen and. 3 
But ye fhall be named the  Prieffs of the 


of our Gon: 17 


the Fidelity of thoſe who interpret it the 


ble Perlovages made the fame happy Diſ- 
covery in the amorous Dialogue between 


n For it can never 
de faid that any of theſe liberal Promiſes 


' 


Lozw; Mar ſhall, call 5 jou the Miniters % 
act the Riches of 
the Fs Yee nal „ | 


wits de l Lens, the Zion 7 . 
CCC we to.gueltin 
Church eſpecially, fince the fame venera- | "oy 


Salemer and his Miſtreß? Nay, is it not | 


— "1 
nga © F 2 who 


. 
| Who. were im 15 mediatel) voncetned in them; 
And, on the other and, the Sar. 
"which dhe Prophets did pot Cem to 
N dream of, has enjoyed them all, with 
many other pretty Perquiſites into the 
Bargain : SORE then this Hypothe- 
&, Gentlemen o be true, there is no 
Proportion of e Pomp Power 
and nee hat the bene Prieft- 
Hood" may not "Jul N pretend to ; nor 
any Slavery, Oppre er Wreiched- 
'nefs that we Laymen vg not tame- 
Ty to ſubmit to But haps you 
Will in6ft on a clearer Mile on of Whit 
Sicke, and a more explicit Command to 
Obedience on our, Alas! If 
the Whole People of theſe Kingdoms 
were ſo rigorouſfy exact, what would 
become of all thoſe Wbuttetable Claims 
to enjoy and Canons to compel, that 
fill up our ecelefiaftic Libraries? Believe 
me, Gentlemen, our Scruples would be 
too ſevere; we ſhould aft what perhaps 
Gould not be oomphed with; and worſt 
my « EM: EY Shao of our 
i '-  -  churlifh 


Ip Eadie 
at once, "ant * retikin a. dun 
"iofhnenta . 


* "« 
15. e N Jil 1 


v} is! eters, els rind Refitiemictits 


ind "quaint Gloſſes, are the beſt Autho- 
Htics they Have to pfoduee, We ought 
at deaſt 0 acknOwfedge their Prudence 
an endes ouring to perplex, rather than 
| explain © US "{6rry Tehure is PreRrable | to 
Tone, aud if they can contdal'the Weak- 


viel” of ties in the artfül Obleurity of. 


impenetradle Myfterlts, tho' they cannot 
pie it to be Fenwlye, e the 
More. difficult Lor ys.to to Proße | Coun- 
heir, ”"w * Mn 


. r Es E 9 
* IMG rn * r 
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Ms We- e 40 Flite to Kii Pro. 


| aenbe, cis our Duty to guard againſt their 


Ptaud'; and Promilles in "the Mouth of a 


Fetiſh Prophet will "give | but a ctiiſer- 
Able Sanction to che Pretenſions of a 
ear n, Biltiy === ====1 then che old 


Levitical 
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telligible, and uſeſul in the Whole, and 


(33) 


Levitical Prieſthood was abolithed, to- 


gether with, the Ceremonial of Ae, on 
which, it was founded, by the coming 


1 of Cbrif,. and any new Inſtitutiom was 


to take Place in its Stead; rzit himfets 
muſt have eftabliſhed it as particokely 


15 and circumſtantially as the Nature of fo 


important a. Point deferred.” The Er- 
zors, Abuſes and Cocruptians of the old 
maſt bave been clearly manifeſted, in 
Order ts ſet forth. the Expedicncy. and 
Neeceſſity of the New; And, as the Ex- 
perience of paſh, Times had fatally de- 
.monitraied. how luble. Laws. of 


every 
| Kind de to degenerate from their 


original Purity z 2 Syſtem fo explick and 
harmonious, ſo uniform and exact, fo in- 


Sails, to whom now, for the firſt 


(39) 
and the divine Character of the Meſieh + 
I may even venture to affirm *twas due 
to the World andthe Welfare of Man- 
kind? In particular it was due to the 


| time, « Door was opened to the Thune 


df Grace: as they gould not pretend to 


any of Abrehaw'; Merit. ge any Shave 
10 neither were they, or could they, be 
wider any Obligation to fulfil the Con- 
ditions of a Covenant i in which oy 


<A A a dg. 
converted to Chriſtianity, and, in return, 
were to admit of fo many new Lords, 
and to maintain chem at 0 vaſt an 
Expence of their Property, nothing Was 
more reaſonable than that the moſt un- 
exceptionable Vouchers ſhould have been 
forthcoming to authorize ſuch  unpre= | 
cedented Claims, as were to be made 
the very Conditions of their future Hap- 
inck, n 


All 


ts) 
IM os 


. All this Peng indie n 
bnd char ( cnbdeng the: Intention, of 
the Gaſpels and thro':, what} baneſt 
Hands they; have paſſed), de pot. to 
de preſumed. they Hag loſt. apy, Progts 

of this Nature by the Way, we muſk yext 
refer to, 07 . 1 ae this 
myſterious proper; L ights, 
no Doubt, we e for 1 
not poſſible. that fo. oe N ations, 15 
fo many Ages together, 1 ſhould Fi > 
away with holy Deluſions; or, if better | 

informed, ſhould ſubmit 8 a more con 
tem able Vaſlalage than that o nd 
Tor to a klein Migtreßß; 30 a £5 
to the wotſt of ors ; who abuſe 
the  Credulity of the Weak and Supe pe . 


M tious, to enſlave. the Fever 
Wie; 4. 


and I 0. F "beneficent C Gov, | 


0 41 


10 the Eff "OY ELL! 18 
we. find Yeſus.at firſt expreſlly. declar- 
45 I am not ſent but unto the Joff Sheep 

RAEL., Again to his Apoſtles, Go not 
225 the Way of 10 GenT1Les ! But go 
rather to the l Sheep of the Heufe 77 
IsRAEL. Again, Think not I come. to 
deftroy the Law and the Prophets! 1 
am come not to defiroy but fulfd : And 
how they were to be. fulfilled, 
inly from this very explicit Paſſage of 
BREMIAR, For thus ſaith the Lon. 
Davip ball never want 4 Man to fo fie 
upon the Throne of the Houſe of IsRazr.: 2 
neither ſhall the Priefts or the Lxvirzs « 
want a Man before me. to offer burnt 
Offerings. and to kindle. Meat- erings, 
N 1 
yet farther this ſtrong: Image to make 
the Promiſe more ſolemn and binding 
Thus. ſaid the Lonn; If my Covenant 
be not with Day and Night, and if I 
laue not appointed the Ordinances. of 
RIS. 8 i 


EAI 


„ 

the Seed of Jacos and Davip my Ser- 
vants, fo that I will not tate any. of 
his Seed to be Rulers over the Seed of 
| ABRAHAM, ISA Ac and Jacos.. "For 1 
will cauſe their Captivity to return, and | 


— Baye Miro, Ki they. 


170 fulfil, therefore, the . and Ade 
Prophets mut be underſtood to complete 
them in every. Circumſtance ; and, as 
theſe were the principal Points on "which 
the Jets depended for 4 Manifeſtation 
of the divine Goodneſs to \ them, prefer- 
able to alt other Nations, "the Maſiab 
could not avoid premiſin g to his Diſci- 
Ples. "The ScRIBES and PHARISEES fet 
in Mosks s Seat ; all therefore whatſoever 
they bid you wore, that obſerve, and 
4% 80 far is he as yet from aboliſh-' 
ing their Authority, or > ling up that 
of his Apoſtles above them, that he 
peremptorily enjoins the ſtricteſt Obe- 
dience to them . Moreover , having 
_ cleanſed the Leper; Go-! ſays "ke, and 
L 20 to the Frist, and 2 for 

*. 1,1," 


| 7 43 ), 1 TE bs 
thy Cleanſing as Moss commanded i Nay” 
ſo high a 8 he pays the eſta - 
bliſhed Religion of his Country,that, in the 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, 
he makes Abraham declare, That if they 
bear not Mosxs and the Prophets nei 
ther will they. be perſuaded, tho one rot 
from the Head: In fine, as he perceived 
votion to be loſt in Superſtition and Ce- 
remony. . reigning . in lieu of Morality, 
thro” the Knavety of Prieſts and 2m nl 
he labours principally. to make theſe in- 
truding Idols again give Place to the real 
Divinity; or, in other Words, to turn Hy- 
pocriſy into Virtue. Hence we find that 
B ſelf. punctually complyed with 
the very Letter of the Law of Ae, 
being firſt circumciſed as che Seal of the 
original Covenant, and celebrating all the 
ſtated Feſtivals of it with his Diſciples, | 
in common with the reſt" of the eus: 
laveigh he often does againſt the abſurd / 
Innovations of thoſe licenced Deceivers 
the Scribes and Phariſees; ſuch as their 
olte ntatious Garb, their verboſe Prayers, 
POTS: a G 2 tei 


Die ith he moral en pal 
Law for a Bribe: as in that infamous 
Cafe, white a Man, © devoting to the 
Temple what he was obliged to allow 
for the of his fuperannuated 
Parents, was adfolvet from any far- 
ther Cars of chem; and ' ivy were left 
to ſtarre that the Sabctury Sanctuary might be 
enriched ; r lay, Gentlemen, theſe and 
ſuch kke Csrruptions he ty aggiaſt 
frequently and with great itterneſs; 
but dom or never againſt the Inſtitution 
on which they were ſuperinduced 1 ſtriv- 
ing always to reſtore it to its priſtine 
Purity ; ortather refine upon it, by in- 
_ culcating'that-the Commandments of 
God were rendred vain by the Traditions 
of Men; he delighting in Mercy, not in 
Sacrifice————But when he found his 

Coantrymen ſtill as ſtupid and ſenſual as 
when they ſet up in the Wilderneſs that 
ſympathetic Godling after whoſe Image 
| they were made; and with Hearts ſo groſs, 
„ that twas, in a 


Manner 


(5 2 = 
Manner, Impoſſible” to make them ap- 
prehend, or reliſh Truth in the Abſtract, 
ſiript of the Pomp and Gold wherewith 


Mofes had moſt ſagaciouſſy adorned it, 
then and not till then he declares. to 
theſe Inſenſibles. The Kingdom of Gov 
fall be taken from you, and given fo 
4 Nation bringing forth the Fruits theres 
of— —No ow, Gentlemen, with the Loſs 
of the Kingdom, that of the Prieſthood 
muſt neceffarily follow, as is manifeſt 
from Facts as well as the Nature of its 
Conſtitutions none of the Fews at this 
Day being able to prove their Deſcent 
from Levi, even the precious Ark, tho” 
guarded by Gop himſelf, being loſt, and 
the Service of their Altar having, been 
for Ages totally laid afide.. 


But tho' a new Kingdom is et 
not one Sylable i is dropt of a new Prieſt- 


hood ; neither is any ſuch Office of a 
Piece with his Doctrines, or even con- 
ſiſtent with his 5 Declarations. 
Ce wnto me, ſays he * ve 8 


Fake my Yoke aßen den, and learn. of 
me, for . am meek and lowly i in Heart, 
| and ye ſpall find Reſt for your Souls. | 
Wo 7 my Yoke 15 eaſy, and my Burden light, 
What i is this but to ay, Come to me 
for Deliveranc e from the * Pride. and Am- 
poſitions of your, Prieſts ! My Precepts 
are not calculated like theirs to enſlave 
vou; and I am too humble to be like 
them, a Tyrant: And agreeable to this 
Interpretation is the whole Current of his 
| Life and Converſation ; in the one ex- 
_ poſing their arrogant, "mercileſs Diſpoſi- 
tions, NE in the other, difclaiming their 
rigorous and uſurped Authority : As is 
evident in his pointed Parable, 'of the 
proud Phariſee ; and. that of the hard- 
| Hearted Prieft and Levite, who, without 
one pitying Look, paſſed by the wound- 
ed Wretch, that the good Samariton af- 
terwards relieved. If then he was fo 
declared an Enemy to the referend Dog- 4 
matiſts of thoſe Times, is, it poſſible 
that he: Thould _ any Thoughts of 


per- 


5 Au 


fy is #7) 


* 


N their * thaw 


thoſe "that he called to Truth and Li- 
berty? No certainly; he could not be 


more ignorant than our own Poet, who 


aſſerts fo undenia ably, That Priefts of all 


Religions are the ame; 3 and therefore 


could never intend to truſt his Plock to- 


the Care of thoſe very Wolves, of whom 


he fo Jorge NE Wo . 


* ee 
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But, tobe more Parthians 2 
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is not only in the Goſpel no Inſtitution ' ; 


of a new 'Prieſthood, but almoſt every 


Engine of Power, which our modern 


Levites have thought proper o aſſume 
by their own Authority fince, is, in the 
moſt clear and explicit Manner, Swardel 
againſt : In Point of Wealth and world- 


ly Poſſeſſions he declares, Whoever be beof © 


you who forſaketh not all that he bath, ' 


be cannot be my Diſciple. With Reſpect | 


to Titles, But be not ye called Rabbi, for 
ene is your Mafter even Chriſt, and all 
Fe ore r Brethren, be oat no Man Fo- 

tber 


moe press? r 


3 6 43 . 
ther en Bech, for ane is your Father 
| who is in Heaven. Likewiſe with Re- 
=o to pompous . Epithets annexed . to 
2 Tiles Mur calleft, thou me Good ? 
ere is none good but one, that is Gov. 
Again referring to Power and Authori ; 
Je naw that the Princes of 5; AS 
_ exereifſe | Dominion: ever. them, and they 
22 are great enerciſe Authority when 
| them. But it fhall not be fo among 
von; but whoſoever will be great among 
|. ng" be your Miniſter : And bo- 
_— be Chief among you, bt him 
y0ur Servant. Can any Words be 


of Men in the World, who call ü 

InjunQtions, i. the moſt pen and pr 
3 than, cen Na. 
3 | | 
But, not . 


Precepts, only, let us | refer io that 
** Tel, d — 


4 8 ot by — 


| A, i he fubſifts wholly on Provi- 
_ "Wee, without 4 Penny to pay Tributs, 
_ # 7 Hole" to lay bis Head; ſo far 
_ from Price that he cats wich Publica 
aid Sinners, chuſes Fiſhermen for” his 
Friends and Companions, and, in te Ex 
ceſs of Humility; wathes their Feet, is 
a Type of the Services each indifferently 
vowed to hig Brethren; 80 far from à fin- 
_ guing Thirſt of Vengeance, that, when 
a Samaritan Village refuſed to entertain 
him, and his teſty Apoſtles were for call- 
ing down Fire from Heaven, in Imita- 
tlon © of Ellas, he calmly-. replies, 2 
om nt what Manner of” LOT ye 
are of; fer the Son of Men is not come 
1% deffroy Men's Lives but to fave them : 
And. 5 far from confining his Mini 
try to any. [x Set of Men what 
John id to him, Maſe 


a that, 
F ter We ſaw one caſting out Devil in 
e and we frliti — he 


” 
- 
\ * 
- 
». . 
q - . * 
y » * . * 
4 * 
- 


: 5 
followed; not -with us Pal #3 returns, Forbid 
Bum not] for be "that i is nut againſt us it 
fer us: And then as to the Exerciſe of 
Fower a and Authority, either f mn Temporals 
or Spirituals, two. ſtronger Inſſances that 
"his Miniſtry hgd nothing ig do With either, 
cannot be given, chan his Behaviour to 

"the. Man. Who applied, to. Hir for a 
Share in his Brother's, Inber itance, and 
In che Caſe of the Homan taken in Adul- 
tery. To the laſt, by.dealating, u 
"Mar bath condemned t hee, neither, do 4 
condemn - thee ; And to .the. firſt, by de 
manding, Who made me v4 Judge, or , 
TAO over Jau 5 M eidl Bus tie 


14 LAV ir 21 


* 11 Felus himſelf” made no one 
Step towards aſſuming the Cpt? Cha- 
racter, nor would accept o any tempo- 
ral Power, or be diſtingu „by an 
worldly . "Titles, - nor e Pro. 
perty, or delegate EA, ha, of this 
Nature to his, Followers, What infinite 
| Preſumption is it for chole Who ate 2 
Diſgrace | to 0 Name, 9 e their 


1! Wit: NY \ "2 © * 50 


(8). OS 
Harpy Adis Auroi Mitre, and he 

| whole . of Pontifical Pride be⸗ 
JJ proper Inhefitatice? =” 
Are gt tele to be jullly eſteemed of ,t 
hypoctitical Number, who would claimam 
Intereſt in him at Als promiſed Return * 
with a Lord [ Lord! have we not pro 

1 8 in thy. 1 "Name? c. But to whom 

= will reply, 1 N vou, 8 

po fow e 


2 108 ah now, Goallamen” Bell & 8 "BE 

nk, fu ally and clearly explained, 4 5 

* ere was a Prieſthood of a divine 
Ppoin dent, it was ſubject to the ciy A 


* T7 * 
«** 


of Iniquity was foll. by. nine Juf 
N on 1 9 7 48] a Ba, and divine 
iſcration to the Opreſled,it was ut- 
terly abrogated Without o much as the reg 
1 05 N a ne one to be eſtabliſhed | 
n its ſtead: It remains at preſent, there» 
5 to exan ine the Nature of 1 au 
| ns given by, Gil to his Dit 
| W 2 rapacious and deſign- 
| H 2 


ing Prelates have A ſueh a _ 
Super- ſtructure of Avarice, Pride and 
Cruelty, in fpite af chaſe, agrant Proof 
that, at 3 riſe up en 
againſt them. . on VT Toi NC: 


The firſt of yak ade to th 


Yikes and the. ſecond to the Sev. 
were delivered before - his Crucifixion, 
running in fimular Terms, and beſtow- 
ing ſimular Powers: : 2 "the King- - 


8 Heaven | heal the Sick! chanſs the 


70 out Heu provide Hy 


Stef nor Fuse Eat where ye peach 

h where je art nit received, ſhake 

þ be Dujt of 22 e a ee 4. 
Faint 1047 then But, as hinted before. , they 
© were turn in theſe to the en only. 
After che Refurredtion, 4 third follows 
wherein their Circuit wh tged. Tl 
a 'baptizt all Nations t- 11 Paul 
choſen Veſk ie Honoured with EY 
To beur-bis Nam? befire the Gentle, and 
te, Children "of Tirael." But nons of chaſe © 


| 


15 — Fri: 


- TS LS 


I vers inen, 


of the Gentiles they pleaſed, to, Slam 
F nkking or Aarpegate Titles, 
705 Wers and Dignities, which . were, abr 
 Olutely, peg 3 and... inconſiſtent 
wi enen wks e pel-Precepts. | 


"va 82 mw ai W. 2 92 


3 Fe, 8 fnflancs, 2 5 


1 7 e L 


* = 
1 * KM + %\ - 
X «A\% J 7 : : 
0 4 , . 3 * * 1 221 BULK. * 


front to his Wiſdom, as well as his Jul- | 


| e 


10 1 4 9, 
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of 
* * 


40 Confine 1 it to kde 


| ins 5. 
Tüte, ir wilt Ste 1 i of 

edn ty to ſuppele "it eaten to hk 
inlginary Succeſſor "Nay che ingenk. 
dus Mar. Hales of Faun ih a wa oh 
the Power of tüöl Kyi, makes tid $ uple 
"Dots only Hu- 
mbutotfly endiring, whether” üben a 
Ai Babe, os 11 Coroosfin to 
Chiiſtianity, Fall into amy moreal Sm, 
the Gate of Heaven ends | en fo K. 


. 


hr ppc "andthe opening it 5 


wy his Reconciliation, to the Fraud 


1 Utecitful Smich, bb, the” better f 


ebinttnance nd Fuer i Wark, hdd to 


fit ant 1 l, otic 
47 5 . Led i "of 10 


Laer l its 28 El M aut! af _—_ 


ſand" theſe * 


| 2 Geritlefith, Wa 1 0 5 


. 
e Abdghis ws ed which rage: 
| Jab, every where hes, 
of all Virtue in the Agent and of due 
Les io the Fatient. % Faith gharh 
_mage thee aubole. Lord Lbelieve, help; then 
29 Unbelief / I have. not, found" fo great 
Faith, ii not in Mia L rd be dit 
'no mighty Things, aber, becauſe of their 
Unbelief Again, when his Diſciples had 
Killed in caſting out a Devil, and enquize 
of their Maſter the Canſe, he inſtantly 
replies, Becauſe of your\Unbelicf ;; and 
adds, Verily I ſay unto you, if ye have. 
Faith: 4 4 Grain of Muſtard-ſeed,: ye 
4 ſeals. Jay 110 151 "Mountain, remave to 
gender Place, and. it ſhall remove, and 
n in Zo, es "= ma 


p +. 47 


confined. to the 119 only; for oy 
his Reſurrection, he e 7 de eclares, 


That whoever. believes, al * Der 
vils in his Name, Hall Heat 201 70 : new 
| Ten QUE, take 525 1 7 and uf they 
e day e Jul mo 11 5 


* 
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ber. And Parr, 5 
this 8. verified by the Deſcent of the 
255 U 556 confirms the like Graces to 
, fays"he, ant be 

win phe Name of 

Sin, 
and ye fell he Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt; | Fbr the Promi is anto pon, 
and to your Grü en, and to all "that are 
E off, even e en our 
Gd e t 


* * 2 


9 þ + "fs a 
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Met cue Nee 700 Gander, 


3 N of Curates, Vicars, Rector, 


Canons.” Prebends, * Arch- De Ni. 
ſhops, Metropolitans of a Kingdom, and 
Me etrapolitans of all the Kingdom, Pa- 
triarchs, Popes and all the other Pageant 
Titulatjes' of eccleliafftic Greatne —— 
Is it not plain” then, that. this moniopdli- 
Ang the ' Power, "of. the Keys, zs but a 
Church-Artiſce to make that infamaus 
237 detween the Clergy and Laſty, 

r ES neither” watranted by Reafon 
98 | . 


(37 ) 

| or Sctipture ; and to buſtle” one as 
Slaves and aggradandize the other inte 
Tyrants? And is it not as plain, that, 
_ is thi primitive Chitiſtians were all Be- 5 
© Hevers alike and conequetitly | received = 

4 like Portion of the FHoly Spirit, ſo 
we Modern are all alike Unbelieyers, 
whatever We; profeſs,” and, of” Courſe, 
cannot *ptove one Article of our Faith 
by our Works, any more chan our ſpiritual 
Guides can maniſeſt theit Toszues tb 
be cleft! by the uh Gr * | 


©: W wo be Wollt Keio: WY 
hatin Gentlemen, ' tho! I avaſt own 
it appeats tb me à very odd Thing, that 
the Porter of the Gate of Heaven ſhould 
| have his Refidence on Earth, as a fupe- 
tiour Degree of Faith is apparently the 
only Titte to that egregious Office, let 
the Candidates for it, or Joketfory" 'of 
KH, be put to the Per! Let chem 
Pleaſure us with any Sample, thbugh 
| ever o ſmall, that they ate really qua: 
ly d for ſo high a Truſt ! Wenn wo not 
inſiſt an their I Mountains, or 
, their 


(68): | 
their curing the Sick, or caſting out of 
Devils. Let them only exerciſe their 
wonder: working Power on their own 
Hearts and demonſtrate them to be like 
Natbaniels without Guile, and it ſhall 
be preferred to a more plipntatians, tho! 
leſs, uſeful Miracle!!! 
But tis greatly to be ſeared; that, 
: like. the Cardinal, their Predeceſſor, in 
the Play, they'll die and mate v0 Sign: a 
| Whereas, if they were ſent by g, as 
he was by the Father, as they apply the 
Text, not only the Works that he did 
ſbauld they. do alſo, hut greater Works 
ag thoſe, ; if his own Evidence is to 
be depended upon, as oF rapid, by 
his beloved Diſciplle. 33 
Finally, Gentlemen, as it appears by 
a. great Variety of Texts, ſuch as, The 
Kingdom of Heaven i, af Hand, this 
Generation ſhall not aſs. away till all 
theſe; Things are fulfilled. Bur I tell you 
a Truth there be ſome ſtanding. bere 
abe ſhall. not. taſte, of Death, till they 
fee.” the Kingdom . of God. . Then. We 
which... are. e OR remain Gall be 
. * caught, 


: 
if 


taught. 'up.. together with them in the 
Chud to meet” 'the Loxd in the Air. 
But nom, once in the End of the World; © 
bath: be appeared to put away Sin by 
the Sacrifice of himſelf. I fay, Gentle- 
men, it appears Win and many o- 
ther Paſſages of the like Nature, that 
the World was then underſtood” to be 
near its Diſſolution; conſequently there 
would be no farther Neceſſity of Prieſts 
or Altars: The Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews therefore (whoever he was) FR 
not only obſerves that the Prieſthood 
was changed; but that Feſus having aſ- 
ſamed it himſelf by making a Sacrifice 
of his own Perſon on the Croſs, aſſumed 
it once for all. Fur by one Offiving, | 
ſays he; be hath perfected forever them 
that are ſancłißed. Tis plain thih he 
could have no Succeſſor and needed no 
Deputies or Aſſiſtants; having cloſed the 
bloody Scene, and laid down his own - | 
Life to free Mankind from all eccleſi- 
aſtic Tyranny. for the Time to come. 
But, alas! Gentlemen, Fraud, Avarice, 
Pride and Oppreſſion have ſtill rendred 
I 2 the 


( 60) 


the Grace 'of God of none. Bel, and 
many noble Nations, 'the? viſited by the 


Light of Truth, are ſtill fetteted witk 
"© worſe es Lend TP oft am 


Cage. 
Non that thoſe who: hre by. this 
Craſt ſhould fly in the Face of Convic- 
tion, pervert the Goſpel they preach, 
and have recourſe to any Attifiee, - or 
promote any Violence to enlarge, of ſe- 


cure their prepoſſerous Dominion and hell- 


begot Exactions, who wonders Nut that 
thaſe who are preſſed down to the Eartb, 
both in Body and Soul, with their in- 
ſupportable Burthens, thould tamely ſub- 
mit to the Load, nay treat their Deli- 
voters with a Reſentment blind and 
bloody as the | Zeal that inſpires it, is 
at Vet, ſuch is the Prejudice of a 
bigotted Education, and ſuch the ſtupid 
Ae that the impudent Formalities of 
ſome Men have ſtamped on weak and 
narrow ure b. 
1 of 


{6r) 
ef Deity -and not to be 
| without Fear-and Trembling, | 


To 'remove this Awe and Ade | 
n Prejudice, is to violate the Ark with 
your unhallowed Hands, and they are 
plats Wielſad 6 Fab "wc ales 
recourſe” to Seripture for Juſtification; 
tho” we are enjoined to read, we are 
not to -preſums to interpret; and, tha 
we ue plainly told that, under the New 
Covenant, They ſha not teach every 
Man tis Neighbour, and every Man his 
| Brothen, faying, Know the "Lord s for | 
| =o OO 
zeßß chan Blaſphemy, 3 
Weight, — othe2h RW 
3 N 

bu dete Diſliculics/and Diſcoutaje/ a, 
ments, Gentlemen, ſhall not deter us 
from our laudable Purſuit of Truth and 


Liberty > The Attempt is  fealonable 


Ir) that, if my Weakneſs 
n 


0 62 * 7 
| Barbs een ab der R - thoſe of better 
Abilities ſhould immediately ariſe, to car« 
ry it on in my r th dats. 

lone the Attempts of the Codex we have 
to fear; the Emiſſaries of Rome are again 
indefatigably buſy and fatally ſucceſs- 

ful War! War then with Super- 
ſtition and Tyranny, thoſe inſeparable 
| Concomitants! muſt be inceſſantly wag d 
till Common Senſe is brought into Com- 
mon- Uſe, and Men dare to > be free, as 
; they were born. 25 "i | . 


T 


I ſhall conclude as I pen Gentlemen, 
With a noble Paſſage from that Glory 
af his Age and Nation, immortal Milton, 

which I beg Leave to recommend to 

your: ſerious Conſideration. -- | 
De Emulation, that, under he old 
Law; "was in the King toward. the 
Prieſts, is now ſo come gbout in the 

| Goſpel, that all the Danger is to be 
feared from the Prieſt to the King, 


" While the Prieft's Office in the Law, was | 


ſet out with an exterior Luftre of Pomp 
and hd Kings were ambitious to be 


Pries: 3 


1.63) 
Prill; now Fritſ, not perceiving the 
benen Brigbrneſ and inward Splendor © 
of their more glorious” and Evangelic 
Miniſtry, with as great Ambition, affe 
to be Kings; as in all their Curſer is 
eaſy to be obſerved. Their Eyes are 
imminent upon worldly Matters, their De- 
Irres ever thirfting after worldly Employ- 
_ ments ; inflead f diligent and fervent 
Study of the Bible, they covet + 10 Be en- 
pert in Canons. and Decretals, "which may 
enable them to judge and interpoſe in 
temporal Cauſes, however pretended Ec- 
clefiaſtical.” Do they nat board "up Pelf 
ſeek to be potent in ſecular Strength, i in 
State- Aﬀairs, in Lande, Lordſbips an 
Demeſus, to  fiway and carry all before 
them in High-Courts and 'Privy-Councils, 
to bring into their Graſp the bigb and 
principal Offices of the Ningdom? Have 
| they not been bold of late to. check | the 
. Common-Law, to flight: and brave. the 
indiminiſpable Majeſty of our higheſt Court, 
o Law-griving and ſacred Parliament? 
* not  Mlainl Labour to exempt 
:  Churchmen 


2. 
— Magiſtrate f the Þ 
 Prefianpiuouſly, as to queſtion, tid menace 


© Officers that repreſent the King's Perſon, 
Jo hag et: eee ee dried 
Preefts? | The Cauſe of yy mur- 
| derous Clergymen was tür firſt Heart 
burning | that fuelied "up the» * 
| Becket. 10 the peftilent and adious Vexa- 
tin of Henry II. Ney mare, baue mt 
fame of - their devnted Scholars begun, I 

2 ide Chief of them accuſed mt of bir 
eum late Book, and bis late Canons, to . 
felt acertain unqueſtionable Patriarchate, 
 Sndependent and inſubordinate to theCroun? 
From whence, Gentlemen, be goes on 
_ to infinuate,” that, in time, he might 
| have the Infolence 10 afpire\.3 io 

till; and, as by Tyranny of C 
| | Had ſet on his Maſter's Crown, 4 
1 ee Broker cute 
1 oe l 


* The Ax laidto the this | 
| * . 
In Four Discoukszs. 


— * „ 


By a LAYMAN. | 


DISCOURSE > 


ON THE 


Means talen by Pxlzs rs 70 = 
fx their VOR B. ga 


"4 z mot the Care of Souls a Load fuffient Þ | 
Are not your boly Stipends paid for this? 

Mere you not bred apart from worldly Noiſe | f | | 
To fudy Souls, their Cures and their, Diſeaſes ? | = 
Me Province of the Soul is large enough OM ; 7 
To fill up ew'ry Cranny of your Time, 

And leave you much to anſwer, if one Wretch 

Be damn'd by your Neglef. . - 
Why then theſe foreign Rights of State-E mpliyments, 
.- » Mohorrent 'to your Function ne your Breeding. 
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Darpzx. ä 
Male not the Church to us an Inflrument- 
Of Bondage, to yourſelves 4 Liberty ! | 
; FE | Tord Beer. 
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H E * Apoſtle . 
Evangeliſt Saint Jabn is 
pleaſed to declare, That : 
i all tbe Things "which , . 
HERE Jeſus did were to be writs 4 
ten every one, even the World: itſelf 
could not contain the Bools that ſhould be 
written. Now what is apparently an 
- * Hyperbole-: in Relation to the Meſſab, 
Rog - 5 would 
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FO 2). jp 
| wroukt be little leſs TROY 
Relation to the Impoſture , Craclties ant 


ly lorded it over the Souls and Bodies of ; 


their Fellow. creatures by. 10 eee 


Depatatibh from Rim. 
dundance of Matter then is to be 5 


== our dwelling ſo long in the Pourlieus of 
| our Undertaking; and tis with no ſmall 
| AT that any Thing like Method 
to be obſerved in unravelling the 
autful Perplexities, wherewith every Step 

of their miſchievous Story is entangled 
What the learned Maſcow exclaims in 
his Hiſtory of the Germans, being ſtrict- 

ly applicable to theirs. Tha t Hiſtory is, 
os it were, fatigued amid theſe Dir. 
ders, ubere Ambitvon is tht Cauſe of fuch 
Efufon of Blood ! However, with Plats, 
towards the dloſeiof a voluminous Book, 
we may now cry out Lan ! In onrtaft, 
to clear the Way in the moſt effectunl 
Manner poſlible, we traced «the Claims 
 6f the Prieſthood from Me to the 
Api * and in this wie ſhall 
Fg! 3 L purſue 


a 
rr 
1 


[ ; \ . 
purſue the ſame Thread, — = 
comes, the Mart of Ceremonies, as Je- 
rulſalam Vas of old: Remarking as we 
by what Deſigns and Accidents, 
bnd = Vaſes, Le * WA he 


EY obſerrable, Genlemen, thay the 
Promiſe of Jeſus to bis Diſciples, 
Follow me, and I will make you FixneRs 

of Mex! ſeems to be regarded by the 
Ecclebaſties, in the ſame Light with the 
promiſed Land, by the Traciites: Qn 
this their Eyes: are ſteadfaſtly fixed ; tothis 
they Journey. perpetually : Hither their 
Cloud and Fire direct them; every Stag 
ox Delay excites their Murmurs, and 
there. is no Villany ſo great that they 


have not waded thro to poſſeſs it 


Not is this to be wondered at; Milk 

and Honey, or, in modern Language, 

Wine and Tobacco are the Matives 80 

the one, as well, as the qther; nor could = 

the grols-minded Fes (whoſe very Re- 

way was Ar e to their "ay 
2 


3 
tal Appetites) be more fond 17 Wen 
Enjoyments than they Eoen the 
Very Apoſtier themnfelyes, Wirk all due 
Neyerence be it "ſpoken, could riot help 
giving way to Hopes and Views of this 
Nature; as is manifeſt from their (War- 
rels for Precedency; nor could the pub- 


WP lie Death er kel Lend and Maſter ſo 


far keſtore thern to their Reaſon, but 
We even after the Reſurrection, their 
vety- firſt Queſtion is, Lord! © will thou, 
tt this Time; * reftore again the Kingdom 
#) Iſrael? As if, till Men were, in the 
Goſpel-Senſe, born again, or really and 
indeed repleniſſed with the Holy Ghoſt, 
tt rag ! impoſſible for them to be initiated 
in. 'Sp aa Virboat expecting a Tem- 
8004 Reward Tis true, they are 
166K Eonvincetl Ay had Mlltekch their 
Calling ; and, inſtead of fitting b fwwelbe | 
| Fhrones, Judgs no the twelve T rt bes of I ſrael 
in this World, as they fondly imagited, find 
themſelves appem tell only to be Witnefles 

of the Meſſiab in Cots Judd, Sa- 
maria, and eben to the utter mot Parts of 
We 1 2 under wich laſt Words no 
- Dou * 
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(9) 


Doobt the maighh garland 
(is contain many Milköns of By 


mane Savages, beter Error obvious 
Need of a divine Revelation) wus in- 
cluded; tho the inſpired Writers did not 


 think"it Worthy of Notice in ther ſpi- 


ritual Map; and the Corruptions bf Time 
have fin Lern out all Traces of their 
pious Ehdesvours, both there and ift the - 
dun Reßzets ef Hes leut. 


4 * 101 7 82 2714 10 Cary LW buA 1h * | . 


But to proceed Immediately from 


the Aſcenſion, Gentlemen, according to 
dhe Säle bf Gur ghoftty Fathers, e ale 


to date "the Origin of the - Chriſtian 
Gib - tho” the Word itſelf docs not 
occur in the Hiſtory of the Apoſtles) till 


after the Deſcent of the Huh Gh. In 
Which Titerval, as if 70 teſtify that Or. 
dination might be valid by the Votes 

of the People only, without the im- 
mediate Interpoſition of Heaven, Mat- 


> 
8 6 


 thias' is elected inſtead of e 
keep up the Number of the Apoſtles, 

in Compliment to the twelve Tribes "= 
Ifael. Yes, Gentlemen „Matthias is © 


choſen 


(52) 

chaſen: by Lat, and ihe Hol abel does 
| nat; deſcend tl forme Fime after; ned- 
ther is he choſen, by. the halben gnly, 
but by the Diſciples in general, whom 
we are tald by tha Tem amounted. to 
ona Hundred and twenty Eexſon. = 
This, 1 therefore, ij to, be reputed. the 
ell Inſtitutiop of. coplefiaſiigal Preceden- 
eu ſince, by. the ſame Act that the Fep- 
ple elefted; a pew ẽ& 'ubqe, they..recognize 
the Authority of the reſt, For while 
Fels i. SES wers em hi Diſ- 

Witneſſes. of bis. Mache, Dagring-apd 
Mimcles, chere was: a. Neceſſity. they 
ſhquld, he. regcined;; as ſuch, by; thats 
wha. already. believed, as an. additional 
Hanction to the feſt of, the World-repr- 
And one would think this Qpportuni- 
ty of electing an Apoſtle was purpolely 
leſt by the Meſſigh, for an eterqal Pre- 
cedent to the People; of their) Right to 
chuſe fob-themſelves in ſpiritual, as Well 
as temporal Affaics 3 ſinee nothipg was 


e dan for- kim $0, ham (gown Y 
» e £42 59 v3 F, 29 * ö * ed 


620 


ei a Süsser to Fader Humbel, fp 


| dl d bis Rid he Covered Þ Sten 


With bis Diſciples between His Refur- 
W and his Aſctiit to Heaven 


But on the conttary, he never ſo Huch 


zs names the Neceflity of any füch up. 
pPlemental Evidence; but; hawing Eur. 


neſtly recommended the Propagation 
of his Faith, leaves the Means of eſta- 
bliching it "wholly 
ctetion. - Beſide, What was this! hew . 


hive” been dee re aguinſt the 
State t0 hien chey balotved; not 
could a handful of ru Peo- 
ple equitably detach theinſelves froth the 
Laws of that State, tnuok' tes riſe up in 


Oppoſition to thaw, and «delegate "any 


Patt of their on illegal Faction to c 


troll and govern the Reſt . -IAIf there: 
fote the Apoſtles themſelves had no ſuch 
termporal Power and Authterity, Ns 


poffible they {hould beqweath it te thads | 
Sacceflors; and, * : we Thodld Ale 
the | 


to the Believer's Diſ- 


petit elected to? any temperal Power 
and Authotity'? No bertay; chat weuldd 


en meg ccc evat ſo free 
from Kein. or Flax, or ever ſo duly 
Ani "J- , they can de- | 
Tine no. more; than ſp ritual Gifts ad 
| Graces: from a ſpiritual Cc 
Which likewiſe, as was obleryed..i in our 
At, they would do. e ge 
, Us us now, and then a Speci ot” vie 
1510 En RAA afl; 

Bot the Apoſtles, Conan no —_— 
pointy to have received any ſuch world- 
ly Deputation; on the contrary, when the 
to ſell their Eſtates, and make one com- 
therhood, a ſpontaneous Act of Charity, 
the Reſult of their 'own. Benevolence, 
not the neceſſury Effects of a coercive 
Lay !. they are ſo far from arrogating 
any Power, even from being entruſted 
with the whole Property of the Com- 

mme. that they even decline all Con- 
cern in the Diſtribution; nay, call upon 
9 . Brethren to elect peculiar Officers 


for * a as a temporal Affair, 
| which 


201 


W— *. 9 . 1 cons 
which, Scott cir 
Dar Ong: to the Text 

ore quoted. But we gill give ourſelves = 
pen zo Prayer, and to the Miniſtry | 
of the Word: Which is, in the moſt | 
explicit Manner laying down the Li- 
mits of the clerical, or if you pleaſe the 
epiſcopal Function; and, if nothing will 
ſerye our modern Zealots but an Apo(- 
tolical Commiſſion, nothing ſeems more 
reaſonable. than to wanne Js to n os 
n Bounds. | 


- But this, Gentlemen, would net an- 
Ywer their ambitious Ends. If nothing 
but unprofitable Sanctity was conveyed 
thro the holy Channel of uninterrup e 
Epiſcopacy, - it had never been contro- 
verted on one Hand, or ſo eagerly, tho'. 
ridiculoufly defended on the other. No, 
they had far different Proſpects; Scrip- 
ture- Authorities afforded no Sanction to 
their encroaching Claims; and, as ſoon 
as they. were touched by ſpiritual Load- 
lope of Conſecration, they aſſumed a 
7 00 ö * 


1 10 V 
Pin Power, Fir, to ene 
Laws, then interpret, and afterwards 

tack to them what ſeaſonable Sup- 
. plement | would ſuit beſt with the 
growing Demands of their inſatiable Ap- 

petites What elſe is the whole Myſtery 
of Church- Government? And what elſe 
are thoſe innumerable Innovations which 
have rent Chriſtianity into ſuch Shreds 
and Fritters, that tis hard to diſtinguiſh, 


by any one of their Patterns,the Subſtance. 
of the — Piece. 


Tis certain, Feſfus, who ought to be 
ſuppoſed the beſt Judge of his oõn De- 
ſign, never ſo much as mentions a Church 
of his own raiſing; conſequentiy could 
neither lay down any Scheme of eccleſi- 
aſtic Diſcipline himſelf, or recommend any 

ſuch Eſtabliſnment to his Diſciples: Now, 
if 'twas of half the Conſequence to the 
Good of Mankind, that bur rexrend: 
Directors would have it ſuppoſed, tis 
not to be preſumed that he would 1 
enge left it to Time, Chance and 
1011240115 1 the 


71 
* 


% 


* 


«(4 11 = 
| the hd .ajebalent Paſſions// of mercenary 
Prieſts to model at Diſcretion: No, cer- 
tainſy, ſach a Neglect would then have 
left Infidels large Room to reflect on his 
Wiſdom or Honeſty: And, conſidering 5 
the infinitely tragic Effects which reſult 
from it, and that it was really a Debt 
to the World in general, as well as his 
Followers in particular, it would have been 
no eaſy Matter to obviate their Cenſures— 

But che very Fact itſelf ſufficiently, de-. 

monſtrates that he thought it a Trifle 
beneath his Notice; or otherwiſe. he 
that taught the Las of eyery Sparrow 
was - regiſtered, nay, the Hairs of the 
| Head were numbered, would have fury 


paſſed Moſes himſelf . in the ExaQtnels 


of an Inſtitution, on Which the Lives 
and Fortunes of ſo many Millions $409 
Millions et unborn depended. 


But not to qwell any longer on this 
Head; it has been already proved he 
came to aboliſn needleſs Ceremonies 
. and. cruel Exactions: Of Courſe could 
8 — 2 | not 


th I2 ov 
not ſo flagrantly 'comtradit himſelf, by 
obtruding 4 Yoke upen Mankind; lat 
nitel more burdenſome, miſchie vous 
an "opprefiive* aus wy" chat en 


| ſth6uld'allow the 22 as being Filled | 

— with the Holy Ge, to have a Power 

oY opoſe Expedients of Church-Gover- 

tis tiotorieus from che Text it- 

5 that Power of theirs was not ar- 

. bitraty; but dependent on,” and limited 

by the Will of the People: Thus an 

© "Apoſtle" is elected, Deacons appointed, 

and 'Conttoverſies are determined, not 
only” in their Preſence, but by their Au- 
thority ; nay, they call Peter Himſelf to 

Account” for having ſojourned with un- 
cir circumciſed Cornelis ; and tis not with- 
out the Help of Vibes that his _ 
| fication | 18 allowed. e eee 


N 1 therefite;: the Apoſtles "therbſelves 
Ha no Power independant of, or ſupe- 
riot to the few” who had voluntarily 
| kbwitted to * by mn dens 


an. 


1 0 16 . 8 | 
e Abfunidpcindg. in much 
ing Prelata to claim an dbſolute, divine 
Authority cover the Conſaienges of a 
vrhole Natinn, together with their Ma- 
giſtrates & or contend for a ſelſiſh Do- 
minian, which is dianaetrically oppolite 
to human Law, natural Reaſon! and di- 

vine Revelation ? At this Rate the apof- 
tolie Virtue; inſtaad of, gradually di- 
miniſning, as it moved from its Fount 
| tain» Head, (as one would rationalhy 
_ imagine it Would, eſpecially as all the 

miraculous Banctions beſtowed on it at 
fürſt, are now totally 
gradually ereaſe; and, in a few Ages; 
theſe ſucceſſive Eyidences of the Meſiag's | 
Kingdom Would have nothing to da 
but tyrantize in their 0 Ves 
Gentlemen, ſuch would be the deplor- 
able Condition of Vlankind, if God bad 


extinguiſhed) muſt ; £ 


best ſo negligent of them, as to ave = 


them wholly at the Mercy of their 
Prieſts But, according to our ex- 
cellent Ai tan, this is ſo, far from being 
eee 


_ againſt 


es 


therefore, ChurchPower has any thing 


SY | ( 24 x 
- againſt their 1 as:thoſe of 
the turbulent Ocean: true his 
. Proofs are too general, J peak it with 
great Deferehce, and his Quotations-from 
Pauls Charge 0 77 imorby and Titus, ra- 
ther too inconeluſiwe For Pau! had 
never been petſonally .converſant' with 
the! Meſſab; nor made it appear he re- 
| veived any legiſlative Authority from 
him, neither indeed de the Words of 
| hat very Charge imply any more than 
Advice As 1 hinted before, there 
fore, the Meſſabe: own' Doctrines are to 
be looked upon as the grand Standard 
both of Faith and Church-Oecbnůemy; 
and, next to his, the illuminated Regu- 
tions of thoſe Aboſtles, ho had been 
Eye · witneſſes of his Life and Death, and 
yet who, by what appears from'their Hiſ- 
tory, impoſed no one Ordinance without 
tlie Denen of the whole Aſſembly : If 


ke a divine Origin, this muſt be the 
only Model, and no Order of Men 
Whatever bas a Right: to. adulterate it, 

with 


e 46ů18) . 
with any Aitereſied Innovations of ticks 
on: contrary, indeed, to this Aſſer- 
tion of Milton's, the learned Author of 
that excellent Bodk, ITbe Rights of tbe 
Chriſtian:Church, maintains, that, grant- 


ing the Inſtitution poſitive, the Manner 
of it is undefined. But then he is ſo 
far from ſuppoſing the Power of regu- 
ting it to be left to any Set of Perſons 
with an: unalterable Right to manage it, 
that both Perſons and Forms are, accord- 
ing to him, in the Power of the People, 
and may be varied or ſet aſide, as _— 
moſt N for the n Good. 


Perhaps, Genticnken;; it will be too 
arduous a Taſk for us to determine be- 
tween theſe two great Authors; but this 
is certain, no Man or Body of Men 
was ever entruſted with Power for their: 
own Sakes, but the Benefit of thoſe- who 
ſurrender'd their own natural Independen- 
cy into their Hands for that End. Whether 
therefore, the Rulers of the Church are 
to be entruſted with their Superiority, - 
Is 


ata is ate — K —— —— — — —— — — 


Conũiderations, either way they ure to 
receive it ſtom the free Voite of the 
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1 6 4 8 
as 2 divine Inſtitute, or frumt worldly 


People ;, ant are bound to exercifs it 


fon tie Good, of the Prope n as the 
only equitable Tenuure either ſpiritual or 


temporad ; Fefiis dommanding Peter to 


feed his Sheep, not to fleece them; and 


into another's. Hand to affail; but to de- 
fend hinmſehf-—Were vre only, therefore, 
to ptove that the Intereſt of the Church 


has, in all Ages, been the Khim of / the 


People's, or that their mitred Paſtors have 
acted like the worſt of Tyrants, it would 


be ſufficient to vacate all their Titles 


at once, whether as the Succeſſors an 
the Apoftles, the Diſciples of f or 


| TS yeh . 


But eee it a . 


pertinence, Gentlemen, to take up ybur 
— Time! in vacating Titles that never had 


Bens Succeſſors of the 4poſtles they 


413 1 never 
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1 Credentials like theirs to produce 


Word of God to pollute themſelves 
with the World: Diſciples of Feſus they 
cculd not be as poſſeſſing neither Faith not 
Humility, Grace nor Charity; and Ser- 
vants of the Peoples they could not be; 


ſince it has been their uniform Labouf 


plunder and fpoit them worſe than 


the * Track tes did the Egyptians, ever 


fince their = he 9 Order 
bad 2 Being ti 


We muſt then rather aka FER a8 5 


* tous Thieves that have taken Poſ- 
Hit" of God's Fold by Violence; of 
bold Seducers, who have miſled the Flock 


dy their Craft and Lies; ot profane Hire= 


8 who followed them for Reward: 
No nearer a- kin to the Apoſtles, then by 
their Deſcent from Fudgs Iſcariot; or 
better qualified to receive the Holy Ghoſt 
than Simon Magus, who fancied like 
thei that Money would purchaſe: all 


Enn D Ko | Things; 


is &uld be; as having 40 wonders 


from the Holy Ghoſt ; and quitting the 


* 


| 1 18 75 

95 Things: In a Word, we - muſt attack 
them, as thoſe who had turned the 
World upſide down; who had made Hu- 
mility the Bawd of Pride, Self- denial of 
Senſuality, ſpiritual Promiſes of worldly 
Greatneſs, Truth of Falſhood, and Li- 
berty of Oppreſſion: As thoſe who, like 
the Devil himſelf, have extracted Evil 
out of Good, and who like roaring 
Lions are ever ſeeking what ** may 


devour. 


Nor this in exaggerated 3 
ture, but a genuine Portrait; there being 
no ſuch Figure as an Hyperbole to be 
made uſe of on ſuch a Subject To 
what Purpoſe then would it be to make 
Enquires into their fantaſtical, uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion. or even to explode 
the Traditionary Cheat? If they had the 
Virtues, Gifts and Graces of their Prin- 
cipals, it would not be worth their 
while to value themſelves on ſo ridicu- 
lous an Authority; and as it is manifeſt 
| "er; have not, for God's Sake what ſig · 
nifies 


tw) 
nifies it from whence they derive their 
nominal Holineſs ; - which is rather -a 
Satire than an Honour, and only ſerves 
to put us in Mind of the Eſſentials that 
are wanting to render their epiſcopal Pe- 
digree complete However, Gentle- 
men, if you have any Curioſity to ſee this 
ſpirttoal Juggle plainly detected, and the 
Vanity of its reverend Patrons effectually 
_ expoſed, read the truly inſpired Milton, 
on Prelatical Epi ene; where you will 
find all the Authorities they have to 
urge in it's Support, to be as idle and 
legendary, as the Tale of the Seven 
Sleepers, which is gravely told by the 
very ſame Author, on whoſe Credit they 
_ endeavour to prove that Timoahy We 
= _— of een * 


But to return. Tis not my Opinion 
Giighy, that if Church-Government is 
of divine Appointment, it ought to have 
been eſtabliſhed to the minuteſt Point 

| L.- divine Authority: the venerable Fa- 

r Paul in his Treatiſe on the Rights 


- „ of 


8 '& B 
- of Sovereigns, has the following ſimular 
: Paſſage. We dont find that the Apoſtles 
made any other. Decrees, beides thoſe 
containing the Pretepts of. Faith ;- though 
. methjnks it might have been thought ne- 
_ .Feſſary. to eſtabliſh by Decrees, the Au- 
thority of Prelates, the Limits 'of Obe- 
ence, Juriſdiction, and the like things ; 
. #obich qvere the morg needful then,uuben this 
Ipiritual Dominion was firſt introduced 
But, alas! how . ſhould they ordain De- 
crees reſpecting Claims and Events which 
neither they, nor their Maſter ever 
thought of? Tis not to be ſuppoſed 
that poor and humble Fiſbermen ever 
_ dreamt of being Princes, Judges and 
Legiſlators 4 much leſs that any who | 
claimed in their Right would preſume 
to aſpire to ſuch pompous Dignities; 
The Diſciple is not greater than his Maſ- 
fer, or the Servant than his: Lord, they 
might imagine was an iofarmgapteble 
Bar to the Pride, or Avarice of their 
Succeſſors; and, therefore, that either all 
Laer — wens. a, © 


„ 

| hit choſe who would not pled tis 
 Meſfabbimſelf, would not be held within 
Bas, ü — Adana, N me 


1 


3 Ane * 
or intereſted Adverfaries, will object to us, 
certain Texts in Paul's Epiſtles which 
— have taught to favour the ambiti- 
ous Claims of the Clergy, ſuch as even 
that of the Thefſalomans, And we' be- 
ſeech you Brethren t know" them uo 
labour among you, and are over yon in 
the Lord, andadmomfh yu; and in that 
to the Hebrews, Obey them that have 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſebves, 
for they "watch for your Souls; I tay - 
taught,” becauſe Critics as great as thoſe 
whoſe Tranſlation we follow, give theſe 
Paſſages a different Turn; and maintain 
that they mean no more than, Be per- 
ſuaded by yaur. Guides; and know your 
Leaders in the Lord: And that this is 
the Apofile's true Senſe is manifeſt from 


4 we ble of the a di Ft, 
| by 


| which be is too: modeſt 90 aſſume, 


622 * 

by addreſſing his Epilie," not to theſe 
imaginary Dictators, but to the People. 
Secondly, by that exceeding plain De- 
ſcription of their Function, who . admo- 
e you? and, Thirdly, by his own 
gentle Phraſe, we beſerch you Brethren. 
If, therefore, Paul, an Apoſtle ſo ſignal- 
17 choſen by God himſelf to the univer- 
ſal Miniſtry, does not command, but 
beſeech, and talks to the Theſſalonians 
as Brethren, not as Lay-Aſſes and Beaſts 
of Burthen, created only to ſweat be- 
neath Church-Impoſitions, ſurely their 
Local-Elders, elected from among them. 

ſelves, or invited from other Churches, 

could have no Title to exerciſe a Power, 


v er on ee an 
have the Confidence to inſinuate that 
the Eſtabliſhment af theſe little Churches, 
could diſſolve the temporal Lawys of the 
Society iety then in Being, that theit Mem- 

. . bers 
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( 23 
bers belonged to; of Courſe all ternpo- 
\ ral Power was already ' lodged in the 
Hands of the Magiſtrates, nor could be 
alienated on any Pretence WAR: 


Tas impoſſible FENG that the or 


Authority ſhould be lodged: in two dif- 


tinct Perſons at the ſame Time; and if 
this new Sect had preſumed to challenge 
the Legiſlature, where ever: it ſpread, leave 
you to imagine if an eternal Series of 
Miracles had not been abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to continue it but an dee: to an 
End. 


| OM Rules or Orders, therefore; 2 


had a Power to ſet on Foot, could be no 


other than ſuch as obtain at preſent a- 


mong our little Clubs and Societies; 


who may undoubtedly ſettle certain Ar- 


ticles of Agreement among themſelves, 


to ſerve as Terms of Admittance to 


every new Member and Continuance 


to the Old; they may, likewiſe, ordain 
Preſidents, ee and other Officers 


foot” | of 
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of different Ranks and Degrees{ bit | 
then it muſt be by the equal Conſent 
of all, not the violent or imperious 
Aſſumption of any one; and the grand 
Fundamental of all muſt neceſſarily be, 
that they inſtitute nothing which derogates 
from the the Rights of the Magiſtrates, 
or the known Laws of the Common- 
wealth. In like Manner theſe Rulers 
could, on no Pretence, command any | 
| Share of Property, chuſe any Title, or 
impoſe any Penalty, by their own 
Authority; nor eould that of the whole 
Function, even among themſelves, dif- 
penſe with any general Law already 
eſtabliſhed; or bind themſelves by any 
new one, which entrenched on, or was 
inconſiſtent with thoſe of their Country. 
In ſhort, as, by free Choice, they might 
vote an Hbow-chair at the upper End 
of the Table to whom they pleaſed ; 
fo, by voluntary Contributions, they 
might raiſe on themſelves what Sums 


their Occaſions called for; and expel 


oat obnoxious Member they pleaſed ; 
2 Which 


4 


| ( 25 ) | 
- high: i the: ſimple; Original of that 
| Ea Mord, eee 


- Thus, Gate, we have 2 thor 
View: of the State and Goverment of the 
Primitive Church: The Apoſtles, as the 
'Evidences of Chriſt. made Converts from 
Place 30 Place; choſe Oonverts farmed 
them ſelves into little Societies; of which 
thoſe that were beſt, qualified were e- 
lected Teachers, or Remembrancers/. af 
What their frſt Paſtors the Apoſtles 
taught: What Contributions they paid 
Were voluntety Acts of Charity; not for 
the guppott af a Prieſthood, but the Rer 
lief af the Poor: the Cuſtody of this, 
as an Office diſtinct from preaching the 
Word, was given to Deacons ; and ot 
Diſcipline, thoſe who acted irregularlys 
| * nenn 
* 


An * eee not yr | 
innocent, but -laudable; and ſo far from 


carrying with it an Aſpect threatening 
M "co to 


14 


f 


| 4 26 ) . 
to enſlave the World, chat one would 
think it morally impofiblb it ſhould 
produce any one ill Conſequence Let 
us only ſuppoſe, then, that it had con- 
tinued in its original Simplicity, ſhould 
we as Individuals, or the whole as a 
Society, or all briſtendom as in general 
devoted to the Faith, have been the 
worſe for it? Should we have miſſed any 
Advantages we at preſent enjoy ? Or 
rather ſhould not we have been ſaved 
at a much cheaper Rate? Should not 
we be free from a thouſand Tyrannies, 
and Impoſitions we actually groan un- 
der? Should we not be as free from a 
thouſand Anxieties ariſing from the Fears 
of what we have yet to ſuffer? Nay, 
has not every farmer Age found even 
more Reaſon than This to lament the 
miſerable Exchange of Apoſtles for Lords, 
Alms for Tythes, Beſeechings for Com- 
mands, and Protection for Slavery Ah 
N et Aue cds; 75 if Religion 
zs of any real Uſe to ſocial Happineſs, 


or 


1 27 ) 
or a neceſſary Supplement to Government, 
either. by preventing Vice, or cultivating. 
Virtue, does it not ſeem probable that theſe. 
Advantages might have been as caſily 
obtained under the Apoſtolic Syſtem, as 
the boaſted Hierarchy which has been 
advanced on its Ruins? If it does, and 
'tis manifeſt that, together with this 
Hierarchy, Tyranny, Ignorance, Cruelty, 
Diſcord, Oppreflion, Perſecution and e- 


very Evil that could flow. from the worſt = 


Vices of the worſt Men, have been let 
looſe from Hell: to. make Mankind irre- 
deemably , wretched ; can we help re- 
gretting the Happineſs we have been 
diſappointed of? Can we help complain- 
ing of the Grievances we feel ? Is it not 
the Dictate of Nature to enquire by 
whom they are inflifted, upon what 
Pretence, and what Obligations we are 
under to continue couchant under ſo 
inſupportable a Load? And, if we ſhould 
find the Source of our Calamities to be 
in the Perverſion of the moſt beneficial 
Scheme to the vileſt Purpoſes, if we 

"FS E 2 ſhould 


(8) 

_ ſhould find the moſt Gacted Perſonages, 
tte moſt bufy to contrive, and the moſt 
actrve to ſet this infernal Preject on Foot 
through all Ages and Nations y 1s chere 
any Veil fo holy that it ſhould not be 
femoved frotn before fo | petfidious a 
Seene ? 1s there any Character fo vene- 
table, that it ould not be expeſed to 
the hole Blaze of Truth, - though it 
fnocked the Univerſe with its Deformi- 
ty? Is there ay Man that is honeft,. 
any Man that is wiſe, any Man that is 


deceived, any Man that deſer ves to be free 


who has not an Intereſt in the Diſco- 
very? And otght not he to be brand- 
ed as a Slave by Nature, as well 2s 
Habit, Ws. r e om 


keene -ths Time, high Time, in 
| Wins Countzics at leaſt; that this noble 
Artempt had taken Place Who 78 
it we are to attack but Aufi ebriſt, that 
has exalted brmjelf in the Hotſe of God, 
dbove all that is called God? Who can re- 
| ſent our TO” and well intended Zeal, 

but 


(29) 
bat the proud Idol's Conſederates or 
Slaves? What would ſuffer by our 
Succefs, but blind Superſtition, mad 
Enthuſiaſm, | encroaching Avarice, and 
Self:deifying / Prieſtcraft ? What would 
be the inſtant happy Effects; but in the 
a Adult Freedom of Thought, | univerſal 
Benevolence, Ronan | Public-Spirit and 
e And to our Youth, 


, 4 * 15.3 13 
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— «Phyſician frould 
come to you from a far Country, with an 
univerſal Medicine of demonſtrated Ef- 
ficacy for curing all Maladies but old 
Age ; and ſhould himſelf deliver it gratis 
to the World : nay, | ſhould dots 
they ſhould be undone by his unparal- 
led Generoſity : Suppoſe, Gentlemen, he 
| ſhould leave the Secret at his Death, 
to o de PR "Ry his Friends to all 
| ; — 


ER. © 
Mankind, on the ſame diſintereſted | 


Terms: and, tho every Ingredient in it, 
with it's Virtues and Operations, was 


made plain to the meaneſt Capacity, 


ſuppoſe, after them, ſhould ariſe a Race 
of impudent, projecting Quacks, who 


ſhould pretend this acknowledged Catholi- 
con would loſe its Effect unleſs adminiſtred 
through their Hands: nay, ſhould affirm 
that, by certain myſterious Words in 
the Recipe, the Property of the Medicine 


was, contrary to the declared Will of it's. 


Author, lodged in them and their Heirs 
for ever; to be retailed to their Patients, 


at What Price they pleaſed :-and, in Time, 


that, unleſs they ſhould be put in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the greateſt Dignities, with 
Plenitude of Power to tyrannize on the 
Eſtates, Bodies and Souls of Men as 


ſhould turn into the deadlieſt e 
like Aaron's | Rod into a Serpent, and 


| entirely ruin the Conſtitutions it was firſt 


given to teſtore--and preſerve ;! I ſay, 
rA n IEA: this Was not a 


nns!“ Sup- 


| \. pa 31 ** | 
Lippolition, but poſitive Matter of Fact, 
2 1p would be: too bitter, 
Paniſhment too ſevere for ſuch 
9 —9—7r* ſuch impudent Cor- 


ruptors, ſuch apparent Enemies to the 


Good of Mankind? I dare fay; 
there is not a Man in Europe ſo ſtupid but 


who would inſtantly diſcover their Fraud, 


zeſent the Abule, or ſo much a Valitu- 


dinarian but would deſpiſe their Threats: 
And yet, Gentlemen, ſo inconſiſtent are 
we even with ourſelves, that we en- 


only with. Patience, but defend it with 
Zeal, and eſteem all thoſe our Enemies, 
who would open our Eyes, to out on 
Folly, and perſuade us ee our 
own. oP ha dur. mort 6 


nkh 8 4 Tax - 2 g — 
1017%% i 93334 _ n 80 


ri i Ubun lake Gail, Gentlewhen, own plain; 


and ſumple a Fabric the Church was, 


that was built by the Hands of the A- 
poſtles; you have ſeen it re-eſtabliſhed 
the the Sake of the n not for the 
of 6: . Benefit 


dure an exactly- parallel Impoſition, not 
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Bebe or aggrandliring of the Apoliles 
themſelves : Conſequently they, che Pro- 
Ple, elected their new. Teachers, gave their 
Votes in Conjunction with che Apaſtles 
ö an 28 ms g 
ſhops; and oven'.deprived their Paſtors, 
by tlieir own unalienable Authority, when 
lacred, indelible Character; ahe Truth 
of vchich is not only witneſſed by the 
moſt antient of the Fathers, but thewhale- 

ſome Exerciſe of it mentioned with Praiſe 
by the moſt honeſt of then Nay, if 
we allow the Authority of St. Paul, the 
formidable Engine of Excommunication 
kſelf pertained ſolely to the People, as 


is evident from what de writes to the 


Corinthians with Reſpect to the Perſon 
guilty of Inceſt, and which he calls in 
another Place the Puniſhment | iuflified 
by the many Perhaps the declaring the 
Sentence might be left for Order's fake 
| to FUE 6 Clergy tranſ- 

„arte 3 F late 


Cp > 
Late it Biſhop's, ho, in Time, | from 
being only the Mouth of the Church 
aſpired to be the Head; and inſtead of 
being himſelf governed by the Majority 
as at the firſt, uſurped a an france 
ny * alle | CO dad 
U $24 WANTS WD 
n l the Death of i EY 
 Diſciphs St. John, one Diorrephes affected 
Preeminence, inveighing againſt that A- 
poſtle, refuſing to receive the Brethren, 
forbidding them that would, and caft- 
* them out. oY rr We 889 17 4 
00 "> N 40] G | 
.. Hegefiphus, laid Mi aden Bech, 
4 grave Churcb.- A riten of prime Anti- 
guty affirms, that, while tbe Apoſtles 
ere on Earth, the Deprauers f Doc« 
trint did but lurł ;; but they once gone, 
with open Furebead, they durſt preach 
down the Truth with Falfities. Again, 
Look, ſays he, but 4 Century lower, what 
. an unverſal Tetter of Impurity had inve- 
nomed every Part, Order and Degree of 
the Church, to omit the La- berd, which 


=: will 


F 
x 
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will be little regarded. Thoſe that: n 
o be cur Paſtors, ſaith the ſume Euſebius, 
overturning the Law of God's Worſhip, 
burnt. in Cuntention ane towards another, 
and increafing in Hatred and Bitterneſs, 
outragiouſly fought. to . upbold n 
and ee as i were 7 — 


ap one aff — Epiſtles; aſcribed. to 
O tis aſſerted that a Biſhop hath 
Power over all, beyond all Government 
and Authority whatever. And in ano- 
ther, we find a ſecond Paſſage as remark- 
able. SoLoMoN ſaid, My Son bonour 
Gop and the King. But I ſay honour 
Gop, and the Bisnor as High+Preeſt,. 
bearing the Te of Gov, according to 
bis. Ruling, and f Ca R1ST-. according. 
to his gate ven ts \bonour. 
the KiNG, 142 PS ISS. TT wh 85 5 
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| " IPs. _ Gentlemen, did this aſ- 
piring Temper of Chriſtian Pride diſplay 
itſelf; and in ſuch ridiculouſly- indecent 
Terms was it expreſſed: Nor was this 
r | 5. "4% Fins Pre- 


— 


e 
Preſumption of theirs confined” to Words 
only; but was felt as well as heard: 
and, however dubious the apoſtolic Suc- 
ceſſion appears, that of Diotrepbes will 
eren admit an Demon munen. 


5 
1 


Bot, if theſe chunderingClr are in 
this own Nature amazing, how much 
more ſo will they appear, when tis conſi- 
dered from whence they came; from ſuch | 
as were fed originally out of the public 
Alms-Baſket, and (tho we annex the 
ſame Ideas of Pomp and Luxury to the 
Biſhops of old, as we are Eye- witneſſes 
of now) from ſuch as were then no 
more than ſimple Pariſh-Prieſts, as the late 

learned Lord King has very clearly provd, 

obliged to do all Duties themſelves, 
as being too poor to hire a Deputy, 
and without ſo much as a Chapel of 
Eaſe in their whole Dioceſe. Nay; more 
from ſuch as in the ſecond Stage of 
Tradition, yet authentic, were almoſt 
perſonally acquainted. with their-divine 
Maſter, who' taught ſuch oppoſite Doc- 

. diines ; 


is 
3 
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2 Fe 36 
trines; and knew they had no Powers 
of any Kind which were nat derived 
from, and depended intirely on * | 
e the People, 2 0 N 


Ya, 93 Tales Paul ak, 
tho a Prieſt, was a Lover of Truth, de- 
clares, in ſo many Words, that the Go- 
vernment of the Church was in the | 
Beginning purely democratical; nor do 
we find that it loſt it's Integrity, till 
r free, equal and natural Conſtitution 
was .deſtroyed. | But, ſays he, 48 the 
Church inereuſed in Numbers, the Faith- 
Fal, neglecting to aſiſt any longer. at 
theſe public Aſſemblies, and withdrawing 
themſelves to the "Cares of their own 
| Families, the Government became Ariſto- 
cratical, which brought all Affairs to have 
their Determinations by Councils, except- 
ing as to en wives continued 2 
paid iſa 


That is to i in * Words, 3 


fs they had prevailed on the People to 
1 8811117 e truſt 


(37) 
| truſt them they betrayed them; and 
inſtead of acting as Delegates they 
fraudulentely uſurped a Sort of ecclefiaſtic 
Supremacy which had no Meaſure but 
their Appetite; no Reaſon but their 
Will: Exacting Contributions as Matter 
of Right, not of Charity; engroſfing 
thoſe Contributions wholly to their own 
. -Uſe, and chafing the Poor, for whoſe 
Relief they were . firſt "raiſed, with a 
violent Hand from their mercileſs Gates : 
Diſdaining to officiate in the Functions 
of their Calling, but deputing others to 
fill their Places, and ſending them forth, 
according to the Saying referred to by 
Jeoſus, to reap that whereon they beſtowed 
10 Labour; and become an eternal 
Encumbrance on, the Induſtry of their 
Fellow - creatures. They themſelves, 
mean while, flumbering in Indolence, 
and fattening on Luxury; or ambitiouſly 
toiling to be important at Courts, and 
unite a ſuitable Proportion of Civil to 
ſtrengthen and enlarge their ** 
Juriſdiction. 


Theſe. Wu 
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 Thele,- i, were he nt 
Effect of truſting the Dominion of the 
Church in the Hands of ſuch treache- 
tous Guardians. But firſt, that many 
Headed-monſter the Hzerarchy, like 
the Beaſt. in the Revelations, enthroned 
itſelf on the Ruins of Holineſs, im- 
poſed it's enſlaving Foot on the Neck 
of proſtrate Devotion, and ſet the ſtig- 
matizing Brand of Laity on the Fore- 
heads of thoſe who had hitherto been 
eſteemed a Nation of Prieſts, a ſanc- ' 
tified to the SANG.) 


"i it was eee an W 
| tion for God's own People to approach 
him in public Prayer or Praiſe, but 
by the Mediation of ſome go- between 
Prieſt, or his Hireling-Curate; and 
they were enjoined, on the ſevereſt Pe- 
nalties, not to meddle with the myſ- 
terious Sacraments, but from the Hands 
of Teens conſecrated Deputy. * | 

Are 
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_"__ we to dot enn 
at the inſtant Conſequences of theſe 
tyrannous Innovations? or that, as Mil- 
ton ſeverely ſays, the People of Gad, 
redeemed- and waſhed with: Chriſt's Blood, 
and dignified with ſo many glorious Titles 
of Saints and Sons in the Goſpel, are 
now ub better reputed than impure Eth- 
nics and Lay-Dogs ? Stones and Pillars, 
and Crucifixes, he goes on, have no- 
the Honour, and the Alms due to Chriſt's 
living Members : Tbe Table of Commu- 
nion, noty become g Table of Separation, 
fands like an exalted Platform upon the. 
Biro of tbe Quire, fortified with Bul- 
warks and Barricados to keep ef the 
prophane' Touch of the Laicks, 'while the 
obſcene and ſurfeited Prieſt ſcruples not 
to paw and mammock the ſacramental 
Bread, as familiarly as. his Tavern-Biſ- 
tet. And the ill Effects of this Anti-. 
chriſtian Seperation, we find as ſtrongly. 
painted in another ſpirited Paſſage of the 
fame inimitable Author. For ue have 
1 | 5 learnt 


Ag) - 
learn't that the ſcornful Term of Laic, 
be cunſecrating /, Temples,, Carpets and 
-Table-cloths,.. Abe railing i in 7 4 repug- 32 
ant and contradiftive + Mount Sinai in 
eue 4 the: Touch' of A Lay- 
Ontiſtian, 40bo«25.. nevertheleſs God's liv- 
Tag Temple, could prophane dead Judaiſms; 
the Exclyfion of. Chriſt's "People frum the 
_ . Offices of boly: Diſcipline tbr the Pride 
ef an uſurping Clergy, cauſes the reſt te 
N baue an unworthy ; and b. abject. Opinion of 5 
- themſelves, ta approach to loly Duties 
with 4 aui Fear , and i unboly 
Doings with a familiar Boldneſs; For, 
ing ſuch a wide, and terrible Diſance 
between religious Tbings and themſelves, 


O and that; in Neſpect of a wooden Table, 


and the Perimeter of baly Ground about 
the Prieſt eſteems their Lay ſhip unbal- 
lowed and unclean, they fear Religion, with 
foe a. Fear. as loves not, and think 
the: 3 Lee too WY 


more ſuitable to their ehen B- 
3 


"Is to proceed, a oi p Ou monks 
naturilly conclude that ſuch remarkable 
Events could not but be the Effects of 
as remarkable Conduct and Dexterity: 
But, tho we ſhould allow the Fox had 
ever a notable Aſcendancy i in the Church, 
the Wolf has had more; and tis by 
Rapine, as well as Fraud, that they 
| have, filled their Dens with ſuch. ; Incre- 
dible Heaps of Prey: It muſt be, own'd 
| however, that the Prevalency of the A 
among the Laity has contributed as much 
to this amazing Succeſs. of theits, as 
their own pious Artifices. Ves, Ignorance 
and Superſtition in us, have anſwered 
juſt the ſame Ends, as Policy and Con- 
triyance in them, and we learn from 
Hiſtory, that no Snare ſo groſs could 
be ſet, but what Bigotry was 0 
s to be ene in. 
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Their Rack then to as us 
to this State are not to be reckoned 
among their moſt pregnant Stratagetns ; 


* 


and as a ſmall Sample of thoſe Endea- 
_ . yours be pleaſed to accept, Gentlemen, | 


a Quotation or Two from the learned 
Notes upon the late new Tranflation of 
the Goſpel- writing. In the firſt Place 
making a Diſquifition into the Genuineneſs 


ef the Epiſtle fathered. upon . 


and, taking Occaſion by the Way 
give us a Sketch of the Ability; Wa 
Integrity of thoſe Fathers who under- 
took to ſettle 'the'Canon of the New- 
Teſtament; he introduces a Paſſage 
from Pappus * in Bis Synodicon' to the 
Ceosuncil of Mee; who aſſerts (no Doubt 
to excite the greateſt Veneration in the 
Vulgar for their holy Religion, or ra- 
ther the Deciſions of their Prieſts) Thar, 


| having 'prontiſcdouſly" pu: all ' the Books 
under the Communton-table in the Chuych, 
they beſought the Lord, that the inſpired 
Records mi gr get upon the Table, while 
; the 


UB) 
the ſpurious ones remained underneath, 
wwhich accordingly happened. Such a Pha- 
 pomenen,. continues this Writet, as this 
muſt baue irrefragably convinced all the 
. Heathen Philoſophers and Heretics, with- 


d de Pale of | the;Chureby provided 


they. bad happily been within Doors, Ir 
muſt. have.- firuck them for ever dumb 


beaue, and, di ſengaging tbemſelves from 

the ſpurious. Lumber, riſp like Exckiel's 
dry Bones, and moumt in Harmony upon 
the Table. At ſuch, Sight as this, 
they would | have fwallowed the Canon 
with leſs Reluctance, than the. Prophet 
did bis RU. He farther adds, that 
nothing. leſs than ſuch @ Sight as tir 
could : fanftify the fiery Zeal, which 
breathes in Letters of Blood throughout 
the Edit publiſhed by. the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor, to deſtroy the | Writings: of 
Arius on Pain of Death, as thoſe, a 
ene * been er. N 


4 * 
1 9 
#* \ 1 0 
2 4 
— 

188 

0 . 

"WC. | 1 891 * hou I - n = 
FER VAN DS | * 
, You * 


Lo 0 n 
C64 134] 


1 44 * | 

Is er Place, hs Hitter tells us 
that Ferom complains of great Cor- 
ruptions in the Manuſcripts of the Greek 
Teſtament in his Time; and from Ori- 
gen long before him, he quotes the fol- 
lowing Words at large But nom, 
Alas ! what with the Blunders of Tranſ- 
cribers; what with the impious Temerity 
of correcting the Text. What" with the 
Licentiouſneſs of thoſe, who interpolate 
or ET juſt what they pleaſe, 'tis plain 
the" Copres do flrangely diſagree———The 
| * *Father, ke farther tells us, in one 
of bis Epiſtles," = "fri complaint that bis 
own Works were adulterated; as it were 
before his own Eyes. Wey did not are 
him, it | ſeems, | while he was alive; no 
wonder Ruffinus gave him no Quarter when 
be was dead; arbitrarily changing, ad- 


„ 


ding, and caſtrating the' Father without 


 Merty = But" what was all "this, "AF 


He goes on, 70 that general Corfugru- : 
tion of whole Editions enacted by thoſe 
2 grand n. Conſtantine and Theo- 

| doſius; 


as). 
haves To | that general Inundation of 
counterfeit Mar tyrologies, Decretals, Coun- 
ils and Charters, which overwhelmed 
the World for ſeveral Centuries, particu- 
larly in the Age of Charles the great ? 
An Age, ſays Baluſius, one of the moſt 


_ . favourable for Impoſtors that ever was 
known, by Reaſon of that ſtupendous Ig- 
norance, which had ſeized the Biſhops, 
as well as the inferior Clergy———For- 
gery was then grown to ſuch a Head, that 
even the vigorous Laws of Charlemagne 
and Otho were but a Sheet of Parchment 
to dam a Spring-tide; Truth and Ho- 
nour and Virtue were fled! The Times 
were ſo OE ONO Monks be- 
wart tbe OY of Monks ! * 


Behold. Gentlemen, ho a blefled 


Os Outſide is here ſketched of the Fathers 


of the Church by the ſkilful Hand of 
one of their own Brethren | Imagine 
with yourſelves what an Effect it would 
have if it had been drawn large as the 
Life, and with every Feature finiſhed! 


_ Chriſtianity in the Goſpel ?. or 


% 


WY. A ) 
to the greateſt: Pitch of Exactneſs ! 
This is bat” ee . ere 
— r e 
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1 Patience 8 
the-Similitude, or et it forth in its own 
proper Colours? or ſay twas done, what 


| Reſcmblance\ would it bear to the Cha- 


racer of an Apoſtle? what one Fear 
ture would tally with - the Image of 


what Compariſons would it — vith 
the faded W bid We: Oil: 


* © 
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ſome Years in the Stories of thoſe Greek 


and Roman Exploits, wherein I found 
many Things 6th nobly dane and worthily 


ſpoken, ben coming in the Method of 


Time, 10 that Age [wherein the Church, 
bad obtained 4 Chtiſtian Emperor, I jo 
frepered myſelf. as being nome to read 


. Examples. of Wiſdem and Goodneſs a- 


TP al that were. ne. in the 


Church, | 


(47) 13 
Church; not elſewhere to be paralleled. 
Bur, fo. the Amazetent of what" I ex- 
fefted, Readers, I found it all quite 
 cottrary z. exbepting: in fume I 
nothing but Ambition, Corruption, 4 
tention and Combuſtion ; -1nſoniuch = 'T | 
love. ins: ch Hiftorian Socrates, who; in the 
Prom tu bis fifth Book; profeſſes, He 
© was fain' to intermix Aﬀaits of State, 
© for that it "would: be an entreme Au. 
© mbyance to bear in 8. continued Dig 
_ © *rour ſo, - the ende Brabbles, 3 
_ © 'Fer<plottings f the. Biſtops. And a 
little lower he quotes Gregory: Nueva | 
affirming to Procopius, that of um nun- 
good End ; mr any Reinedy thereby of 
Evil in the Chureh, but rather an H- 
creaſe.” For, ſays be, ' their Contentiohs. 
and Defirt of Lording nd Tongue cun 

eupre. 80 miſchie vous a Taint had 
Chriſtianity | received, tho ſo innocent 
and Theritorious in itſelf, by en 
5 thro' Tuck” Chron mera ne. 


3 
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A , eee 
than once quoted this firſt "Chriſtian 
— arr and Teoond) [David ang 


enquire l * * 
gantly magnified' by eccleſiaſtic Writers 

of old, and why he ſtill continues the 

favourite Son of the Church to this 


- "mr Was it for murthering the noble 


Commodus his Nephew, or Criſpus the 
eldeſt and moſt deſerving of his Sons, 
or his Wife Fauſta, or deſtroying Num- 
bers of his Friends? Was it for his ſan- 
guinary Wars, his ſevere Exactions, or 
His frequent Cruelties to obnaxious Chri- 
- fians under the Name of Heretics? 
No, ſurely, theſe ate not very happy 
Materials for eternal Panegyric——But 
if he was poor in Virtue, he was rich in 
"Devotion; if he had not natural Af-, 
fection, he abounded in holy Zeal 3 and | 
whit he wanted in Gratitude to his 
Friends, was amply ſupplied by * Pro- 
— e | 


Yes 


10 4 4 
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piralities” theit Power, their Pomp, their 
Riches, their Orandeur, and even many 
of their oſtentatious Cetemonies. He 
found them Beggars, but left them Prin: 
ces; add whereas before, like Ms hes 
they had only a Proſpect of the promiſe {ed 
Land, he, like another Foſtus, put ther 
in Poſſeſſion of it On the other 


Hand, the Prieſts, not to be ungrateful 
10 ſo notable a Benefdctor to their Or- 


der, have not only drawn an artificiaf 
Veil over his grieyous Crimes, but drefſe 


him up with aft the Virtues they coulf 


plunder from the Heathens his Preder 


ceſſors. Twas they dubbed Him the 


Great, the Pious, the Valizie, the Tavin- 

ciable; the Auguſt, and what not? Ang 
his idolized Name has been made'a Re- 
4 to all eee, Flinte ever 
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be Adee at this is 1 NR pe⸗ 
cular- to him, for whoeyer condeſcend- | 
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( 50.) | 
ed to be equally their Tool, has been 
_ equally  belied with their mercenary 
Praiſes : Nay, to this Hour let a Nero, 
a Caligula, or a ſecond Cunſtantine, yoke 
the Laws to drag, the Churches-Plough, 
and he ſhall be canonized, or deified 
if he likes it better; tho' Lucifer had 
to the full as (good « Tile o/th 
Honour. pI Lok 
 Machiavel lays, Gen 8 1 55 
every Conſtitution muſt be maintained. 
on. the ſame Principles it was firſt e- 
ſtabliſhed; we are not to wonder there- 
fore, that when Religion brought forth 
Riches, as was obſerved of old, the. 
| Daughter deftroyed the Mother. F rom 
this boaſted Reign, therefore, we may, 
date the utter Ruin of Primitive Chriſ- 
tianity, and from the. ſame Era we 
may as fafely reckon that Antichriftian 
Prelacy exchanged the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven (which was only the Object of Faith, 
and appeared to them no Doubt a Caſ- 
tle in the Air) fog, one ſubſtantial, viſi- 
I , ble. 


* 
* * 
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ble, and which ab warn hs them, p 4. 
ech not away. Dane ern 
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"Hence Sulps tus, elk g of the Bi- 
WF. of thoſe Times, "obſerves; that 


they gape after Poſſe ſons, they tend Lands, 
and Livings, they couer over their Gold, 
they Buy and fell ; and if” there be any 
that neither poſſeſs, nor ' traffic, © that 
which is worſe, they ſet ſtill and expett 
Gifts, and proſtitute every 5 96; 
FI Grace, bends 1 5 bing | to fate. 


be ada! Pyramid of the Hierar- 
chy, whoſe broad Baſe covered fo large 
an Extent of the Globe, had now its 
aſpiring Pinacle in the Skies: The bent 
Shoulders of the Laity were made the' 
rude: Materials of the groaning Founda- 
tion ; on them roſe an Infinity of Monks, 
Fryars, Deacans, Prieſts and Confeſſorz; 
above them a Crowd of Arch-Deacons, | 
Proctors, Surrogates, and all other Imple- 
ments of Church- Power; on them Ca- 
nons, Frebends, Deans was] 3 Is 

rr H 2 ee 
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1 mY Metropolitans, then Patriarchs, and, 
to, tip the whole his Holineſs the Pope: 
While, Shane to "the, four Angles below 
with. ecclefiaſtic Fetters,, Were fixed. the 
gs and Princes of the Earth, to keep 
Ne whole, Machine together, on Pain 
of eng ee De the mighty 
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. 8 Fe, is W vaſt Fabric 
of. the untverl Church; too immenſe- 
E huge s to 0 ren Na, 
k H bro! 


* "The, . chad F . 8 now 
taſted, the. Sweets of Court - Luxury un- 

der, (anflantine, proceeded full Speed. 
to, o accompliſh , their. greedy. Project of, 
turning all they touehed into Wealth, 
Pomp and Power: Accordingly in leſs 
than... cighty., Years. they had carried 

their, Point ſo far, that the Biſhops. 
of Raine and Alexandria actually aſſumed 

. the, Ort, and exerciſed the Authority 


{ $3 } 
of Princes; and, when che Greak Em- | | 
perors Phillippicus, Les and others, with 


the Advice and Aſſent of 335 Piſhops 


decreed the Aboliſhment of Images out 
of the Churches, the Hirſt. of theſe vene · 
_ [rablePrelates not only refuſes Obedience, 
but ſeizes Rome and its Territories, uſurps 

the Sovercignty; ; abſolyes. all Tah from 
their Allegiance to the Emperor, and 
- all this, e it, merely becauſe | 
nt in porn 

. | * * 7 
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here: To preſerve ſecurely what he 
got unjuſtly, he takes upon him to 
diſpoſe of Kingdoms to others, as well 

as carve them out for himſelf,; by 
dethroning Chiſporick King of - France, 
to make way for Pepin, and there- 
by bind him to his Intereſts. His next 
Step is to call his ultramontane Pro- 
5 into. Lay againſt Aſtulnbus the 
Lamburd, who had taken a martial Fancy 
to his Holineſs's new. Dominion. Pepin 
| obeys the Summons, marches to bis Re. 


ief, 


Orer FO ET 4 rable Biſhc 

gain the ve i 
then 9 reverend e ap: 
* then Metropolitans, then Patriarchs, and, 
wo tip, the whole His Holineſs the Pope 7 
Whil e, chained to "the, four Angles below 
with. ecclehaſtic Fetters,, were, fixed the 
ings and Princes, of the Earth, to keep 
hole Machine together, on Pain 
$ ine Wee underncath the gy 
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| "Socks les, is e vaſt Fabric 
of the unkeri Church; too immenſe- 
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bak ety F. Mo, 8 now 
taſted — Sweets of Court- Luxury un- 
der. Conſtantine, . proceeded full Speed. 
to accompliſn. their greedy Project , of 
turning all they touched, into Wealth, 
Pomp and ; | wing Accordingly in. leſs 
than eighty Vears they had carried 
their, Point ſa fat, that the | Biſhops. 
of Raine. and Alexandria actually aſſumed 


. the , and exerciſed the Authority 


of Princes; of the Greek Em- 
perors Phillippicui, Leg and others, with 
the Advice and Aſſent of 338. Biſhops | 
decreed the Aboliſhment; of Images: out 
of the Churches, the firſt of thele.vene+ 
table Prelates not on ly refuſes Obedience, 
| but, ſeizes Rome and its Territories, uſurps 
the Sovereignty; abſolves - all-Ztaly, from 
their Allegiance to the Emperor, and 
all chis, as Milton has it, HY becauſe | 
he obeyed oy Keen. e e 
ng PR trie e 
tt ach nos 
© But the. bely Father. did not ſtop | 
here: To preſerve ſecurely what he had 
got unjuſtly, he takes upon him to 
diſpoſe of Kingdoms to others, as well 
as. carpe them out for himſelf,” by 
dethroning Chilporick King of France, 
to make way for Pepin, and there- 
by bind him to his Intereſts. His next 
Step is to call his ultramontane Pro- 
3 into 2 againſt Aſtulpbus the 
| Lombard, who had taken a martial Fancy 
to his Holineſs s new, Dominion. Pepin 
obeys the —_— marches to his Re- 
lief, 
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lief, ad wins for Him the whole Ex- 
archate of Ravenna ; which, when called 
upon to reſtore to che Empire, together 
with Rome itſelf, the Pope claims them | 
both as the Churches Patrimony, ſolemn- 
iy devoted to it by the Hands of the 
Conqueror——In a Word, Gentlemen, | 
the whole Series of this infainous AC. 
quiſition is one of the blackeſt 1 in Hif- 
tory: Letters, aid to be dror d from 


Holt, being wrote in the Name of 


St. Peter to command Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ance on the Penalty of Damnation; Mi- 
facles being forged; Viſions ſeen, all all 
anner of holy Juggling praiſed, to 
delude the French into an Opinion, that 
his Holineſs could ſanctify even Fraud 
and Tteaſon, and make Rebellion Tel 
the Cauſe of Gee: * * 
Dad 53% "WY * 105 K oe 
From this Time forward, buten 
the bleſſed Conſequences of prieftly Am- 
bition and Tyranny appear characte- 
rize& in Letters of Blood thro almoſt, 
every Article of 3 ſhocking Story, 
SHELL 1 5 Be 


9 
1011 


(35 ) 
Be pleaſed to accept of a ſhort Speci- 
men from the difintereſted Pen of the 
celebrated Father Paul. Hopes were then 
exrammunicated by tbeir Succeſſars, and 
their Ads caſſed and annulled; not ue 
cepting tbe very Adminiſtration - F ibe 
Sacraments ; fix Popes were driven out, 
and dethraned by thoſe abo aſpired to 
their. Places. Two Popes. were put 10 
Death, and Pope Stephen the. Eighth, 
wounded, in the Face, with ſo much De- 
formity, that he never after appeared. 
in public... Theodora, 4 famous Caurle- 
zan, by the Intereſt and Faction ſhe had. 
then in Rome, got her profeſſed. Lover. 
_ choſen Pope, who was called John the 
Tenth; and John the Eleventh was 
choſen Pope at the Age of twenty, Years, 
the Baſtard of —_ Pope, dead eighteen: 
Years before. nd, in ſhort, ſuch a 
Series of wild 1 gave Occgſion to 
Hiftorzans to ſay, that, thoſe Times Me 
* ue Ie but ti ts 
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i Baronns,' that great Cham. 
for | ecelefiatio. Tyranny; being 
bas 1 to excuſe theſe de- 
teſtable Proceedings, which he could" not 
deny vr conceal, is indeed pleaſed to ac- 
knowledge” the Church was often" with- 
out a Pope, but never without 2 Head; 
Chrift its ſpiritual lead, tho! in Heaven, 
never abandoning it : which gives Ob. 
caſion to Father Pau to conelude very 
ſhrewdly, that then it was plaina Pope 
was not neceſſary to the Exiſtener of 
the Church at all; fince it "could pre- 
ſerve itſelf, der . extrenje 3 
a maarahr ac po rn 


WM refine) py W honeſt 
chmee, at ſo great a Diſtance of 
Time, could make ſo apt an Uſe of 
this involuntary Conceſſion of the Car- 
dinals; can one ſufficiently admite at 
the invincible Blindneſs and Stupidity 
af thoſe. bigotted Ages, who, tho' liv- 
ing — of the Wickedneſs of the 


0199.9) 
* d in a Manger, the Mart 
of- their | Da and Oppreſ 1 9 
7 nevertheleſs Continue . 1 Adorers, and. 


Slaves, ithout one gedergus Thought 
Re Ve of the glorious 8 


for the working ut 8 de 
verance, by. EXP. kin, 


their Avarice, their belles, 1 their Fro 

fulcneſs, their Setſuality, and every other 
ice that. i is a Dilgrace. to 1 5 

ture, and that would make a La 
bluſh even 0 b hear named ? 


Hunt 
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| Popes made 3 20 3 ws 2 Me Alion 


nor were * detered. 2 the Wighedueſs of. 
b them, confiderj ery Opp tunity | 
| gaging great "Ion in n in 1 err. Iter 6, 08. 
ih an 3 5 5 their own Power, Per- 
* W 05 Simpl icity 0 of Heri, were, 
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| good or bad that were in their Power, 


| 


WA Rome 7 1 or: 


and Society of of the Faithful ; 


Deputation for that — but = 


48 319 
Into an en 57 What ' 7 9 


could not binden; "uhente grew the 0 


binn that an. 4 Probation For be Court 


cat pad all Errors, 
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Aud gm; ſhould. be the bew tho 

gp Expedient « of theſe Mon-Haters, a, 
Milton juſtly calls them, to extend their 

incroaching Claims 100 tyrannous Exac- 
tions, amid the pniverſal Odium of univerſal | 
Vice but-the Antaſtic Terrors ors of Excom- 
munication, Which now, for the firſt 


Time, began to be fulminated againſt all 


that oppoſed the Growth of theſe mercilek, 
Impoſitions?— _ -Excommunication, 


Gentlemen, hich. originally, borrowed, 


of the Fey, contained in the prim rimitive | 


; Ages of the Church all . Aus, 


thority ; ; being, as before hinted, 50 


ai 
n 


edus Member out of the Communion 


2 and even | 
this not to be put in Force by any” 
angle Perſon, e an Apoltle, or even 
the whole Twelve, without an expreſs 


' 
0» 


(( $9 
the See in 8 every Chriſ- 
tian preſent having a Vake : all Voices 
Being, free and — 4 and the Mere 
giving the Decilion, tho the Elder or 


Overſeer might. tell Noſes, or pronounce. 
the Ine Of. — 4 then, no 


or ſet of Men whatever, either ;nomp. 
vally,. or really the Succeſfors of Peter, 
had an ON Right to brändiſh ths. 
ecclefiaſtic Thunder; and, of Courſe, for. 


theſe, revetend Intruders 10 mono 


Fn to themſelves, in order to bully the 4 


People out of their Senſes, | 3s, Th as. 
their, Liberty and Wealth, Was only . .o 
n one ſurpation by another, . 


17 DAR Rote: 


" nu Gentlemen, g granting, the aj 


e of the Church, had the ſole 
Right of conſtituting one of theſe ter⸗ 
reſtrial Jupiters, and that he again may 
ſubdivide his ip icitual Fige-Arms among 
as many vapouring Underſtrappers as he 
pleaſes: : Granting, likewiſe, that theſe 
privileged Salmoniz, were allowed to 

work up their Apparatus to what Pitch 
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| of "I al Would, as, that the Gat as 
of Heaven That e uf the ver) 
Moment che rieſt x gives. the Word, anc 
1 that the Devil on 97 other Hand, Was as 
ready de to Play tis u Zane, in the ſolemn 
Farce : . "Gentle men, nting all 
this, "for Re t's-fake” "true, 
f fa the Ci mes , that les Bok bigh 
: Penaltics | ord” have been numbered, 
his 105 the Commandments of God to. Mo- 
Te. es, and | Engrav en on monumental Tables 
NS” in eternal Characters, 
| Ne” gible to he meaneſt "Capacity, 400 
| = to the, weakeſt Me emory = Surely 
this is "what both Reaſon and Juſtice 
would require and , conſequently, it muſt 
be with equal 'Ho otror and Deteſtation, 
that they Would apprehend them left at 
Diſcretion to ſuch narrow, ſordid, mer- 
cenary, malignant Minds as are the 
Growth of Cells and Colleges; by Ha- 
bit, Education and almoſt e 2 
N 4 of Mankind * 
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of this equitable Doctrine prevailed; and 

2 Laiey were ſack Ideots as to con- 
clude ' this Anthority was ſo ſonglyß 


Ramped "on the | apoſtolic Mifſion, that | 


no Weakneſs, or Wickedneſs would eraſt 
the Impreſſion : Nay, what Was inß- 
nitely mote ſottiſh; they themiglyes.ad- = 
ded” temporal Penalties, that put the 
very Equity of Redemption--out uf their 
own Hands, and made thoſe 'villanous 
Seare-crou a real Terror to the 
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| Hene they rivetted bei- own Chains 


ſo much of their Property chat their 
infatiate” Appetites thought all too Hitle. 
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| over the greateſt Layman, even to Kings | 
'_  endjEmperbrs, and,, at the! fame ine 
Exgnjpted. ſtom the Jurifiction 
Ourts but theit o¼πu the meanęſt Ec- 
clefiaſtics——-Henee, wherever. the Bleſ- - 


of ali 1 


ſing of the Goſpel reached, they inſtant- 
ly turned it into the moſt affecting Curſe; 


making a Market of the holy; ;Sacra- 


ments, privileging Vice; and: perſecuting 


Virtue ; hence they foſtered Ignorance 


as their? deareſt Friend, and expelled 


 Knowledgeoras their moſt formidable 


Enemy⸗ Hence; like a Contagion, they 


" blaſted Liberty wherever they came, and | 
with ten Thouſand artificial Blinds 


diverted ;:-the honeſt Secker from the 
Ways of Truth! Hence they not only 
made Merchandiſe of the Faith, hut 

monopolized the. whole, Trade to them- 


ſelves. Hence they: ſpread Diſcord and 
Confuſion wherever they, came, and 


wete never ſo; well pleaſed a hen their 


Commiſſſons Were Wrote, in Blood. | 


Hence, in that ons Quarrel) with, the 
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Millions of Chriſtian Men were butch- 
g ered to gratify the Avarice, feed the 
Pride, and flake the Vengeance of Prieſts; 
and hence tis demonſtrable that Chunks. 
Anarchy would not have bred half 8 
Miſchief that Church- Government has 
done in ſuch infernal Hands: 


it could never be ordained by God; 
his ſacred Name is 
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